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PREFACE. 



xxND now left the motto of this 
book fhould, though infinitely the 
beft part of it, pafs unobferved ; a 
loofe tranflation (hall ferve to re- 
trace it, if coarfely, on the reader's 
mind, and fix more firmly there 
the firft impreffion. 

" Homer then, prince of poets, 
relates that Minerva appeared to 
Diomed in the battle, 'and clearing 
his fight, fet to view the warring 
deities, givipg him power to dif- 
cem which were gods and which 
were men. — .While Plato explains 
the allegory into no more than 
this: How Wifdom or Reafon 
ihould in like manner fo di^el the 

b mifts 
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mifts of the mind, that it may be 
at liberty to difcem, examine, and 
contemplate what is good and what 
is evil." 

If then to the feleftion of words 
in converfation and elegant collo- 
quial language a book may give 
affiftance, the Author, with that de- 
ference flie fo juftly owes a gene- 
rous public, modeftly offers her's; 
perfuaded that, while men teach to 
write wifti propriety, a woman may 
at worft be qualified — through long 
praftice — to direft the choice of 
phrafes in familiar talk. Nor has 
llie-<4r5 reBe loqtiendi, as Sanftius calls 
grammar, efcapcd her obfervation, 
though this may furely be fetting 
talk fomewhat too hi^h ; for gram- 
niar, that teaches us to analyfe 
^ech into hei: elements, and a- 

gaiii 
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gain fynthetiie her into that com- 
poEte form we commonly find be- 
fore us, might have pretenfions to 
a higher title, terming itfclf Ars 
reSie fcrihendi rather — Province of 
men and fcholars, forae of whom 
have told me that Ammonius has 
obferved, I believe in Com, de 
Prcedic. p. 28, that even a child 
knows how to put a fentence to- 
gether, and fay Socrates walketh; 
but how to refolve this fentence 
into noun and verb, thefe again 
into fyllables, and fyllables into 
letters or elements — here he is at a 
jftand. Of this, indeed, firft of mun- 
dane fciences it befits me to be a 
learner, not a teacher, while one 
of the moft defirable appellations 
in our unaffuming tongue implies 
a pupil or ftudent rather than a 

b 2 do6lor 



iv P R E F AX E. 

doftor or profeffor of philology; 
nor know I any term adequate to 
that of a good Jcholar in any mo- 
dem language, whence one is often 
at a paufe in explaining its mean- 
ing to foreigners. 

Such excellence were in truth 
fuperfluous to a work like this, in- 
tended chiefly for a parlour win- 
dow, and acknowledging itfelf un- 
worthy of a place upon a library 
fhelf. For Selden fays wifely, that 
to know which way the wind fits 
we throw up a ftraw, not a ftone : 
my little book then — levior cortice 
■;— may on that principle fuffice to 
direft travellers on their way, till 
a more complicated and valuable 
piece of workmanlhip be found to 
further their refearch. 

We muft not meantime retard 

8 our 
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our own ptogrefs with ftudied de- 
finitions of every quality coming 
under confideration ; or even by 
very long defcriptions of the fame, 
either by their adjunfts or caufes ; 
for although every definition is 
generic^ a defcription, yet we all 
fee that every defcription is not 
definitive— -And although the final 
caufe of definition is to fix the true 
and adequate meaning of words or 
terms, without knowledge of which 
we fiir not a ftep in logic ; yet here 
we muft not fuffer ourfelves to be 
fo detained, as fynonymy has more 
to do with elegance than truth — 
And I well remember an obferya- 
tion made by my earlieft, perhaps 
my trueft friend, Do61:or Arthur 
Collier, that women Ihould learn 
rhetorick in order *o perfuade their 

huf- 
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liufbands, while men fhidied to 
render themfelves good logicians, 
for the fake of obtaining arms av 
gainft female oratorjr. 

*Tis my beft hope at prefent, that 
they will not over ftri6lly examine, 
or with much feverity cenfure my 
weak attempt ; but recolle6ling that- 
as words form the medium of 
knowledge, fo it often happens that 
they create the mifts of error too ; 
aiid if I can in the courfe of this 
little work dilpel a doubt, or clear 
up a difficulty to foreigners, who 
can alone be fuppofed to know lefs 
of the matter than myfelf, — I fliall 
have an honour to boaft, and like 
my countryman Glendower in 
Shakefpeare's Henry the Fourth, 
have given our tongue an helpful or" 
mmeifii* But though I jnean not, 

like 
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like Abbe Girard, to make my pre- 
face the panegyricfc tp my book, 
.inij^i;^ lefs to make that book, as he 
does, a vehicle for fentiments fome- 
. what reprehenfible — fee page 3^. 
vol. 1. 1 fllould be too happy, could 
r imrtate his delicacy of difcrimi- 
nation, and felicity of expreffion, 
while that general power of think- 
ing, which Boileau fays is the firft 
quality of every written perform- 
ance, gives a vivifying principle 
to the Frenchman's volumes, I can 
fcarce hope will be ever found to 
invigorate mine. 

Let however the votaries of 
pleonafm, with the learned Vauge- 
las at their head, but ftand my 
friends this once ; we will endea- 
vour to refcue that pleafing rheto- 
rical figure from the imputation of 

tauto- 
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tautology, in a work undertaken 
near the banks of that Thames 
which Sir John Denham defcribes, 
in terms fo clofely allied though 
mever lynonymous, fo truly beauti- 
fijil, though approaching to redun- 
dancy : 

Tho' deep yet clear, tho* gentle yet not dull. 
Strong without rage, without o'erflowing — full. 



BRITISH SYNONYMY, 



X H £ firft word which on a curfory 
furvey of alphabetical arrangement appears 
to have many brothers in fignification is the 
verb ABANDON, and he brings with him 
no inconliderable number ; for example : 



TO ABANDON, FORSAKE, RELINQUISH, 
GIVE UP, DESERT, QUIT, LEAVE. 



OF, thefe feven verbs then, fo varioufly 

derived, though at firft fight apparently fy- 
nonymous, converfing does certainly better 
{hew the peculiar appropriation, than books^ 
however learned; for whilft through them 
VOL. L B by 
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by ftudy all due information may certainly 
be obtained, familiar talk tells us in half an 
hour — That a man forsakes his miftrefs, 
ABANDONS all hope of regaining her loft 
cfteem, relinquishes his pretenfioiis in 
favour of another; gives up a place of 
truft he held under the government, de- 
serts his party, leaves his parents in 
afflidion, and quits the kingdom for even 
Other inftances will quickly prove to a 
foreigner that 'tis a well- received colloquial 
phrafe to fay, You leave London for the 
country. Telling us you Qyj;T it feems to 
convey a notion of your going fuddenly to 
the Continent. — ^That any one deserts it 
can fcarcely be faid with propriety, unlefs at 
a time of peftilence or tumults of a danger- 
ous nature, when we obferve that the capital 
is deserted : although by an overftrained 
compliment a lady may poflibly hear fuch 
a word fometimes from a man who pretends 
afFe^edly to confider her defertion of the 

metropolis 
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metropolis as half criminal. That you 
GIVE UP London looks as if you meant in 
future to refide upon your own eftate in the 
country, I think; while to relinqjijiSh a 
town life feems as if fomething was re- 
quired to make the fentence complete — as 
we RELINQUISH the joys of fodety for the 
tranquil fweets of folitude — and the like. To 
FORSAKE London would be a foppifh ex-« 
preffion; and to fay we were going to aban- 
don it, as if it could fcarce fubfift without 
us, would fet people o'laughing. The par- 
ticiples from thefe verbs evince the various 
acceptations of their principals. — That fel- 
low is GIVEN UP to every vice, is an expreC* 
fion popular and common ; but when wd 
Ipeak of him as abandoned of all virtue, 
or FORSAKEN of all good, the phrafe ap- 
proaches to folemnity, and is at lead ex- 
preffive of the man's total ruin even in this 
tranfitory world* 

• mm g 
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He is now nearly given up by fociety, 
fay people In common converfation, when 
telling rakifh ftories of a man whofe con- 
dudl has merited the negle£t of his virtuous 
companions; but foon as they defcribc 
a human creature deserted of every 
friend, and left on a defolate ifland, A ban- 
DO NED to forrow andremorfej new fen- 
fations are excited^ commiferation takes its 
turn, nor can the m'oft rigid refufe pity to 
fuch a flate of diflrefs. 



I* ^ 



. ABASEMElfT, DEPRESSION, DERELICTION, 
BEING BROUGHT LOW, Sec. 



THESE terms are given as fynonymous 
in every didionary, I believe; yet I once 
knew a man incapable of- depression 
though his ABASEMENT w^s notorlous: and 
it will probably be juftly recorded of a great 

- - lady. 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 5 

lady, whofe fall from perhaps the very firft 
lituation of foclal life has called out much of 
our attention in thefe modem times — ^that 
thcnjgh BROUGHT exceedingly low, from 
a flxange combination of unexpedled events, 
while fuffering fevere depression of fpi- 
rits, not without frequent dereliction of 
her fine faculties, yet no one has hitherto 
been able to obferve the fmalleft deviation 
towards abasement in her general cha- 
rad:er of dignity. " 



•» 



TO ABET, encourage, PUSH FORWARD, 

SUPPORT, MAINTAIN, 



ARE five verbs much alil?:e in their gene- 
ral fignification, yet eafily diverfified by the 
jnanner of applying, them in familiar life, 
and fo certainly capable of peculiar appro- 
priation, that even thofc who are themfelves 
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ignorant of any reafon why they ufe ex- 
preffions of fuch corrednefs in common talk, 
will hardly mifs of managing the matter 
rightly. We may for inftance by ill chance 
hear one confident fellow faying to another, 
*^ The young Countefs does fure enough ap- 
pear plainly to encourage our fiiend 
Clodius's pretenfions : now if you .will un- 
dertake to ABET his caufe with your fword, 
I have myfelf at prefent money to main- 
T ai!n it ; and an acquaintance at hand befide 
that can support him with good intereft; 
and fo PUSH forward his prolperous for- 
tunes upon this probable hazard, that he 
ihall foon be in a fituation to repay us all." 



TO ABHOR, TO LOATH, TO DETEST, 

TO HATE, 



ARE likewife apparently fynonymous ex- 
preffions of acrimonious diflike, yet may be 

made 
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made applicable to thofe qualities which call 
for , words denoting particular fentiments of 
difguft; and a lady of no deep literature will 
fcarcely fail to utter her averfion for a difa- 
greeable lover, in terms wholly unequivocal, 
and which could not eafily be changed to . 
advantage by the moft learned profeflbr, 
when fhe fays, "I hate Caprinus for tlie , 
affeftation ever vifible in that ugly perfon of 
his, while I loath its naftinefs; we all 
agree to detest his condudl I believe, and 
for my own part I abhor his principles.'* 



ABJECT, MEAN, DESPICABLE, WORTHLESS, 

VILE, destitute. 



ALL adjedives of moft contemptible im* 
port truly, yet fuch as a fallen courtier might 
deferve even in their full extent and accumu- 
lated ftrength of expreffion, if being ori- 

B 4 ginally 
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ginally a man of high birth and good edu« 
cation, his fentimcnts were not the Icfif 
DESPICABLE, and if his vile intentions and 
WORTHLESS heart laid Open, he became, 
when DESTITUTE of royal favour, fludioua 
by MEAN artifices to obtain its reftoration, 
and ABJECT in his manners when hopelefa 
of its return. 



ABILITY, CAPACITY, POWER. 



THESE fubftantiycs, though often ufed 
in place of each other, prove that their 
meanings are not fynonymous, by their 
requiring adjedives confeflfedly different to 
attend them. Thus we fay a man of 
STRONG or WEAK ABILITY*, bccaufe that 
word denotes an adive quality of the mind j 
while to defcribethe limits of capacity, 
the terms large and Jmallywide and narrow^ 

Jhallow 
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JbaXlow or prrfound^ are tte propereft— be- 
caufe CAPACITY is a paffire quality of our 
intelleAv ^^^ itaiplies that the fpeaker here 
ccmfiders na^nd aa^ a recipieat, aad muft be« 
ftow Ob it futh epithets ajone as fuit that^ 
fuppofitioOi 

EXAMPLE. 

Clarendon being a man of forcible and 
vigorous ABILITIES, was an exceedingly 
ufeful fervant to a prin:e of difputed 
POWER; and having befiies an excellent 
^Aeottenfive capacity, he (iored his mind 
vnxh a variety of ideas that entertained him- 
felf and his friends in rethrpnent. 



^■» ■■■> ■■ ! mJm^mmmm.^ 
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ACQUIREMENTS, ACQJJISit IONS, 

ATTAINMENTS. 



ALL mean things obuined by chance, 
or clfe procured with diflSiculty : we have 
put the laft firfL The words are neatly 
fepiurated ia comslon coaveriation, and 

adapted 
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adapted by cuftom to the peculiar ufes of* 
talents, riches, or power. Dercylis (fay 
we) has made confiderable - acquire- 
ments fince the education her'ifsither iiow 

^ves her ha^ commenced ; and it was Angu- 
larly happy for his family, that the fudden 
ACQUISITION of fortune fell to him at a 

time when his clildren were ^11 young : 

■_ - » » • » • • . 

The brother is breeding to the church I 
hear, and doubt riot but his attain- 
MENTS will do them all the credit they 
dcferve.— The lat of thefe words feems, I 
know not why, to be almoft fet apart for 
ferious and even folemn purpofes — We fay 
the ATTAINMENT of our falvatiou, not its 

ACCyJIREMENT Or ACQUISITION. 



ACTIVE, ASSIDUOUS, SEDULOUS, DILIGENT, 

INDUSTRIOUS. 



.QUALITIES all of the fame genus 

cefUunljr, but differing in fpecies as a Lin- 

1 '" nasaa 
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Bsean would fay : in common converfadonv 
however, the art a foreigner opens this book 
in order ^to learn, they commonly run aar 
follows :-<-While natives of every nation agree 
that the Idng is happy who is ferved by:aa 
ACTIVE minifter,, ever industrious to 
promote his country's welfare, not lefs di- 
ligent to obtain intelligence, of what i» 
pafflng ftill at other courts, than assidu- 
ous to relieve the cares of his royal mafter, 
and SEDULOUS to lludy the fureft methods 
of extending the commerce of the empire 
abroad, while he leflens all burthens upoa 
the fubjeds at home. When thefe words 
are applied to mere mental perfedion, we 
fay a lad of an active and diligent j^/r/V, 
or elfeof an assiduous temper^ or sedu- 
lous //^g/f//(?;/; but they can fcarcely be 
ufed vice verfa without fome impropriety, 
becaufe activity and diligence are real quali- 
ties of the man, to which affiduity and a 
SEDULOUS behaviour in the boy do na- 
turally 
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tundlly diijpofe him. The laft mentioned 
epithet IS Icfs frequently oppofed to inac- 
tion however^ or lifelcfe ftupidity, than the 
otibers are, and jufUy; becaiife it implies 
S' mere tnmquil and fteady employment, 
either of body or mind — and this from its 
very derivation, as he may furely he deem- 
ed no better than a coniiimmate idler, who 
k fflDULOUSLY bent upon cutting a cherry^ 
fione into fix chairs and a table, for ten 
years together, inftead' of purfuing fomc 
bufinef^, honourable or profitable, by 
which both himfelf and the community 
might have been reciprocally benefited. 
This kind^ of plodding, pertinacious temper 
may be turned to good account in young 
people however, who, if they have luck, may 
get into a line of the law, where little more 
is wanted than fuch a difpofition to lead 
them on, by their own rule fair and foft-p 
ly to a confiderable height ; yet fome ad- 
dition of ABSIDVITY in pleafing the attor^ 

»eya 
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neys -faas been known t6 ijuicken dieir 
progrefe. 



xar^ 



ACUTENESS, SHARPNESS, QUICKNESS, 

• KEENNESS- 



I F applied to intelled:, a man is faid po- 
pularly to reafon with the firft of thefe 
qualities, I think — to converfe, if fuch be 
his cuftom, with the fecond — to conceive 
with the third — and to dilpute or argue 
with the fourth. When turned into ad- 
Terhs, and applied to objeds of mere fen- 
fation, we fay, The ftudent learns quick- 
ly; his fifter difcerns diftances acutely; 
and the razor fhaves keenly. Coarfc 
people have meantime, by the too frequent 
ufe of their favourite figure Aphaerefis, 
Rendered it vulgar to call any one an 

ACUTE 
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ACUTE fellow by the way of faying he is a 
fliarp-witted one ; it having been a prance 
lately, among low Londoners, to fay, when 
they like a boy — how 'cute he is ! So that 
the word would now fhock a polifhed 
circle from its groflhefs, — ^A nation like 
ours, where reception depends lefs on efta* 
blifhed rank, than that gained by talents 
and manner, has a natural tendency to 
keep the language of high people apart 
from that of the low — and while the fena- 
tor of Venice hears his gondolier talk juft 
like himfelf, without being furprifed or of- 
fended, nor thinks of defiring his fon to 
avoid • mean phrafes ufed by the cofifee- 

houfe boy ; our parents and fchool teachers 
wear out their lives in keeping the con- 
fines of converfation free from all touch of 
vicinity with ordinary people, who are 
known to be fuch bere^ the moment they 
open their mouths. Whole fentences arp 

oftec^ 
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biten difilBSed the drawing-room, only be- 
caufe they are familiar in a (hop. He is a 
rough aidmond^ fays the upper journeyman 
at his club, when fpeaking of the ajppren*- 
tice, i^hom he conceives to be a perfon of 
' intrinfic worth, but wanting poliflu Now 
'tis impofiible to find a better phrafe for 
fuch a character ; yet no gentleman or lady 
ufes the expreflion, becaufe it is a favourite 
X with the vulgar. A thoufand fuch others 
might be found. Let not my foreign readers, 
however, haftily condemn the word acute, 
and fay I taught them fo ; for, in a ferious 
fenfe, 'tis ftill a good one ; nor will any 
' Englifhman accufe them of impropriety, 
for faying Mn Burke is an acute reafoner, 
* or that the. feeling of Mrs. Siddons muft 
'be Angularly ACUTE, or Ihe could not (^ 
SHARPEN diftrefs in reprefentation* 



*.*. 
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ADVICE, COUNSEL, DELIBERATION. 



OF thefe I know not whether it might not 
be juftly aflSrmed, that the firft chiefly be- 
longs to the fcience of medicine ; the fecond 
is appropriated by the law .; while political 
fubjeds require cool deliberation. A 
native is in no danger of miftaking here ; 
but a flranger may perhaps be glad to have 
it fuggefled to him, that the minifler was 
detained by advice of his phyficians from 
attending to the deliberations of yefter-^ 
day's committee; where things pafled fo per- 
verfely during his abfencc, that counsel 
mud adually be afked of the judges now 
concerning the refult. 



AprA- 
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AFFABILITY, CONDESCENSION, COURTESY, 

GRACIOUSNESS, 



ARE neatly fynonymous j though com- 
mon difcoutfe does certamly admit that an 
equal may be affable — ^which I fhould 
flill think wrong in a printed book, and im-* 
pleafing every where ; becaufe the word it- 
felf feems to imply fuperiority. We will 
allow however that the lofty courtesy 
of a princefs lofes little of its gracious- 
NESS, although fome condescension be 
left vifible through the exterior affabili- 
ty ; but that among people where talents or 
fortune only make the difference, a drain of 
polifhed familiarity, or familiar politenefs — 
call it as you will — is the behaviour moft 
likely to attraA affedionate efteem. 



VOI.;I» C AfFEO 
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AFFECTION, PASSION, TENDERNESS, 
FONDNESS, LOVE. 



THE firft four of thefe words, then, fo 
commonly, fo conflantly in ufe, are, al- 
though fimilar, certainly not fynonymous ; 
and the laft, which always ought and I hope 
often does comprehend them all, is not fel- 
dom fubftituted in place of its own compo- 
nent parts, for fuch are all thofe that precede 
it. Foreigners however will recoiled, that 
the firft of thefe words is ufually adapted to 
that regard which is confequent on ties of 
blood ; that the fecond naturally and necef- 
farily prefuppofes and implies difference of 
fcx ; while the reft without impropriety may 
be attributed to friendfhip, or beftowcd on 
babes. I have before me the definition of 
FONDNESS, given into my hands many years 
ago by a moft eminent logician, though Dn 
Johnfon never did acquiefce in it. 

"Fond- 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. i^ 



u 



Fondness,'' fays the Definer, ^* is the 
hafty and injudicious determination of the 
will towards promoting the prefent gratifi- 
cation of fome particular object." 

" Fondness," faid Dr. Johnfon, " is ra- 
ther the hafty and injudicious attribution of 
excellence, fomewhat beyond the power of 
attainment, to the object of our aiFe<^on." 

Both thefe definitions may pofBbly be in- 
cluded in FONDNESS ; my own idea of the 
whole may be found in the following ex- 
ample : 

Amintor and Afpafia are models of' true 
tovE : 'tis now feven years fince their mu- 
tual PASSION was fandtified by marriage; 
and fo little is the lady's affection dimi- 
nifhed, that flic fate up nine nights fuccef- 
fively laft winter by her hulband s bed-fide, 
when he had on him a malignant fever that 
frighted relations, friends, fervants, all away. 
Nor can any one allege that her tender- 
ness is ill repaid, while we fee him gaze 

C t upon 



20 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

upon her features with that fondness 
which is capable of creating charms for it- 
felf to admire, and liften to her talk with a 
fervour of admiration fcarce due to the moft 
brilliant genius. 

For the reft, 'tis my opinion that men 
love for thamoft part with warmer passion 
than women do — at leaft than Englifh wo- 
men, and with more tranfitory fondness 
mingled with that pajSion: while 'tis na- 
tural for females to feel a fofter tender- 
NESS} and when their affections are 
completely gained, they are found to be 
more durable. 



AFFLIC- 
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AFFLICTION, LAMENTATION, SADNESS, 
SORROW, MISERY; GRIEF, CONCERN, 
COMPUNCTION, CONTRrnON, DISTRESS. 



WE are come, by a melancholy though 
fudden tranfition, from . 

Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleafure*s fmOing Trail, 

To 

Hate, Fear, and Grief, tlie family of Pain ; 

As Mr. Pope fays. 

The dUmal fubftantives are not however 
iynonymous j for there may be much la- 
mentation certainly with litde DISTRESS, 
and GRIEF enough, God knows, without due 
CONTRITION: which laft word ever car- 
ries a religious fenfe along, and is chiefly 
ufed upon pious occafions, as preparatory 
to ferious amendment, and a new life. 
There are, notwithftanding all this, exam- 
ples enough I fear of worldly (ituations, 

C 3 that 
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that may unhappily include the whole fy* 
nonymy. For inftance, 

Mercator's unexpe<fied death impels many 
of our common acquaintance to make heavy 
LAMENTATION; fome friends feel fmcere 
SORROW; and I profefs myfelf fenfible of 
very particular concern. His family is 
in the deepeft sadness, as I hear; and you 
will doubtlefs be led to pity their af^ 
FLiCTioN, when told that the pofture of 
their pecuniary affairs is likely very much 
to heighten the distress. His fon's grief 
is poffibly conneded with coMPbNCTioi* 
too, as fearing his extravagant conduct might 
have haftened his father's end : and when 
his filly widow fees the misery brought 
upon her more deferving children by that 
blind partiality fhe Ihewed to her eldeft boy, 
her heart will I hope feel contrition 
enough to produce true repentance for the 
yrretched part flie has aded, 



AMIn 
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AMIABLE, LOVELY, CHARMING, 
FASCINATING. 



THESE elegant attributives — fo the 
learned James Harris terms adjcclives de- 
noting properties of mind or body — appear 
at firft more likely to turn out fynonymes, 
than upon a clofer infpedion we ihall be 

able to obferve: while daily experience 
erinces xbzt there is an almoft regular ap- 
propriation of the words; as thus — an ami* 
ABLE charader, a lotelt complexion, a 
chahming finger, a FASciNATtNG con- 
verier ; — the firft of tfaefe appearing to ^- 
Jirve our love, the next to claim it, the third 
Xojieal it firom us as by magic ; the laft of 
all to dratOj and to detain it, by a half in- 
vifible, yet wholly refiftlefs powen Nor 
does the epithet ever come io propedj into 
{day, as when tacked to an tm/ttn method of 
attiadmg: far pofidre beauty oecdi not 

C4 hSd^ 
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fafcitfation to aflift her conqueils ; and pofi- 
tive T/v'it feeks rather to dazzle and diftrefty 
than wind herfelf round the hearts of ber 
admirers ; while there is a mode of converC- 
ing that feduces attention, and enchains the 

faculties. 

**\Vhen Foote told a ftory at dinner time/* 
Cud Dr. Johnfon, " I refolved to difregard 
what I expeded would be frivolous ; yet as 
the plot thickened, my defire of hearing the 
cataflrophe quickened at every word, and 
grew keener as we feemed approaching to- 
wards its conclufion. The hWovf fafcinated 
me, Sir ; I liftened and laughed^ and laid 
down my knife and fork, and thought of 
nothing but Foote's converfation." 

Some Italian lines fet by Piccini, with 
cxpreffivc dexterity, reprefent this power 
beyond all I have read — as defcriptive of 
female fafcination j and every man who has 
been in love with a woman, not confefledly 
beautiful, feels his heart beat refponfive to 

the 
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the verfes and the mufic, when fung with 
the good tafte they deferve. 

Will the lines be much out of place here? 
I hope not. 

In quel yifo furbarello 
Ve un incognita magia ; 
Non fi £i che diaTol fia 

Ma £a Tuomo dellrar. 

Qucgli ocduetti coC vaghi 
Ve lo gioTO fon due maghi, 
£ un fofpiro languidetto^ 
Che fiatica ufcir dal petto 

Vi fa fubito cafcar. 

Vengon j>er ultimo i can accentiy 
Le lagrimucciey G fTcnimenti^ 
Ch'opprinier derono 

PrrfoTza un cuor : 

Lmumerabile 
Son nncanteCmiy 
Son Faiti magichi 

Del dio d'amor. 

The following imitation mifles its eSedl, 
becaufe the meafuie is un&vouiable, yet 

maj^ (er¥e to convey the idea : 

la 



26 BRITISH SYNONYMT. 

In that rogttifli face one feet 
All her fex's witcheries ; 
Playftl fweetnefs, cold difdain. 
Every thing to turn one*8 brain. 

Sparkling from cxprcffive eyes, 
Heaving in afie£);ed fighs, 
Sure deflxuflion ftill we find. 
Still we lofe out peace of mind. 

Touched by her half-trembling hand. 
Can the coldeft heart withftand ? 
While we dread the ftarting tear, 
And the tender accents hear« 

Numbcrlefs are fure the ways 
That ttit fafctnaies our gaze ; 
Magic arts her pow'r improve. 

Witcheries that wait on love. 



> I i»i^— — — ■■»♦> ■ I i>i^ 



AMICABLE, AMICAL, FRIENDLY. 



THE fecond of thefe adverbial adjedHvcs 

is very lately come very much into favour, 

$ and 
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and one hears it now perpetually in ^fliion- 
able and literary circles. I cannot however 
delight in it myfelf — perhaps becaufe, turn- 
ing over Johnfon's folio, no trace of it, or of 
its oppofite, luinucal^ can be found Thb 
laft feems to have been lately called up fix)m 
the fchool-room to the houfe of commons, 
and from thence, of courfe, into the beft 
company. — I caxinot find it — ^*' 'tis not in 
the bond/* — as old Shylock fays j yet may 
be ufeful in places where I know not how 
to fubftitute a better. 

EXAMPLB. 

Machaon gave very friendly advice Xm 
Domtpn and his Brother, wifhing them at 
leail to part on amicable terms ; the 
youngeft is certainly inclined to a confump* 
tive habit; io he wifely recommended coun« 
try air and aflTes'milkto him, as particularly 
AliiC AL to the 



AKTI- 
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ANTIPATHY, AVERSION, DISGUST. 



THE firft of thefe difagreeable fenfa- 
tions we find chie^ excited I believe by 
inanimate things, or brutes. One man al- 
leges his unconquerable antipathy to 
a cat ; another encourages his aversion to 
a Chefhire cheefe; and while Englifh ladies 
think it delicate to faint at touch or even 
fight of a frog, or toad — Roman ladies, 
accuflomed to noifome animals from the 
natural heat of their climate, fall into con- 
vulfions at a nofegay of flowers, or the fcent 
of a little lavender water. To fuch faftidir 
ous companions it would not be perhaps 
wholly unreafonable to fcjel a certain degree 
of DISGUST J and Arnold of Leiceflerfhirc 
tells us from experience, that increafing 
ANTIPATHIES fhould be particularly dread- 
ed, as an almofl certain indication of inci- 
pient madnefs. 

AUTHO- 
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AUTHORITY asd POWER. 



T H AT thefe till lately venerated fub- 
ftantives are no longer received as fynony- 
mous, the ftate of Europe demonftrates at 
this dreadful moment, when its faireft di£- 
tdSt Tcvcits againft the Author of our 
holy religion, wrefting all reverence &om 
his name, his houfe, his minifters; and 
rendering ecdefiaftical authority a noun 
of no importance in their new-formed vo- 
cabulary, by dividing it eflentially from 
POWER, which in tbe/e days, as in thofe 
before dvilizadon, is tranfmitted to the 
hand of the ftrongefL Yet is not philology 
forgotten. Authority does not naturally 
mean power, but the juil preteniion to it. 
Shall the veflel falhioned fay to the potter. 
Why haft thou made me thus ? cries an in« 
6 fpired 
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Ipired writer- while Milton gives the fol- 
lowing confirmiition of our meaning : 

Thou art my father, thou ray author — thou 
My being gav'ft me — whom (hould I obey 
But thee ? 

One other example from out great dra-^ 
matic poet, Rowe, will point out better than 
/ could td foreigners, the difference bctwLtt 

AUTHORITY and POWER, 

The refty knaves arc over-run with cafe, 

As plenty ever is the nurfe of faftion. 

If in good days like thefe the hcadftron^ herd 

Grow madly wanton and repine v-^it is 

Beeaufe the reins of power are held top flacky 

And reverend authority of late 

Has worn a face of mercy} more than ju(lice« 



AWEFUL^ 
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AWEFUL, REVERENTIAL, SOLEMN. 



T H £ laft of thefe epithets begins the 
climax — ^A Gcthick cathedral (fay we) is a 
SOLEMN place; its gloomy greatneis dlfpoliet 
one -to REVERENTIAL bchaviour, infpirmg 
fentiments more fubHme, and meditatioosL 
much more aweful, thaa does a fb:iu3;iirc 
on the Grecian model, though built for the 
fame purpofes of piety. 

The word aweful fhould however be 
ufed with caution, and a due fenfe of its 
imporunce; I have heard even well-bred 
ladies now and then attribute, that term too 
lightly in their common coaverfation — con- 
neiling it with fubftances beneath its dig- 
nity — fuch mefallianccs offend the fenfe of 
high birth natural to a Saxon. 



AY 
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AY AND YES. 



THE firft of thefe aflSrmatives, derived 
fix>m the Latin aio^ is of the higher anti- 
quity in our language, and ftill keeps foine 
privileges of fuperiority, enforcing that which 
the other lefs decidedly aflerts. It ufed to 
be reprefented in Shakefpear's time by the 
fingle vowel /; fee the long fcene between 
the nurfe and Juliet, when told of Tybalt's 
death ; but I recollect no later author who 
fo corrupts it. We fay in familiar talk, that 
Diana counfelM her fifter Flora agalnft fuch 
a match j did fhe not, Sir ? Yes, I believe 
ftie did. — CounftVd her ! exclaims a ftander- 
by — Ay, and controuled her too, or Ihe had 
been his wife now. 



AZURE, 
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AZURE, SAPPHIRE, BLUE. 



THESE art all prefled into the fervice 
as adjectives, each being able to ftand alone 
as nouns well fubftantiated, — at leaft two of 
the number, — our firjft being that lapis 
LAZULI from which the painters ultrama- 
rine is made, l'azul in Spanifh, and in 
Engiifli AZURE J the fecond a well known 
gem J the third, if we afk for dyers blue^ 
will be found a powder prepared from 
indigo, &c. : we ufe them adjediviaily, and 
almoft fynonymoufly however. — Minqrva^s 
AZUKE eyes,, fo often mentioned by Pope 
in his exquilite tranflation of Homer, have 
fallened thofe two worda for ever to each 
other, as long as our language lafts — and if 
a foreigner fhould take the next inflead of 
it, all would laugh. The sapphire main 
VOL* I. D aijd 
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« 

and SAPPHIRE fky are both permitted and 
approved in poetry meantime, while it 
would be pedantry to ufe any word but 
BLUE when fpeaking of furniture or drefs. 



BASE, LOW, SORDID ; PALTRY, SORRY, POOR. 



1 

THESE wretched epithets would be 
perfedtly fynonymous in their application 
to intelledual depravity, did one not . dif- 
cern inherent worthleflhefs in fome of them, 
acquired poverty of fpirit in the others. A 
man maybe bom a tow, a paltry, and, 
as we fay, a poor creature j an Englifhman 

muft however learn to be sordid, sorrt, 
and BASE I believe:— -which laft word, 
though it leads the way here in a new 
letter, being the vileft of its clafs, may be 

confidered 
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cbnfidered as the moft diflant of all devia- 
tions from good, in every fenfe it is ufed.. 
Base birth in human creatures; base 
fruits in horticulture ; bass metals in the 
mineral kingdom; base dialeds, fuch as 
that of St. Giles\ in our Englifh language. 

EXAMPLE. 

Mifellus was a lad of low extradion, 
and ftudious of base pradices even in his 
fchool-days ; but now grown rich, it was a 
SORDID thing that they relate of his cor- 
rupting an ignorant maid to fell her weal- 
thy, inexperienced miftrefs ; and when he 
offered the wench a paltry prefent, it 
ihould at lead have been, what fhe confi- 
dered it — a gold ring, but it was only 
base metal, and not worth half a crown. 
This feemed a sorry trick even in him, 
and beneath the natural narrownefs of even 
fo POOR a creature. 

D 2 beautiful. 
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BEAUTIFUL, HANDSOME, GRACEFUL, ELE- 
GANT, PLEASING, PRETTY, FINE, 



1 

ARE however defirable epithets, by no 
means ftri(3:ly fynonymous j and though, 
upon a curfory view, the fix iaft appear in- 
cluded in their principal, which takes the 
lead, converfation will foon inform us to 
the contrary, while^ talking of a GRACEFUL 
danger now upon the ftage, we ihall find 
in her perfon, if not put into motion, no 
claim at all upon our firft attributive : — nor 

does that firft neceflarily comprehend the 
other excellencies-~for though the fituation 
of Mount Edgcumbe be confeflcdly more 
BEAUTIFUL than Shenftone's Leafowes, 
tafte would lead many men to prefer the 
latter, as more pleasing : and at the time 
when true perfedion of femalq beauty ap- 
peared among us in the form of Maria 

Gunning, 
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Gunning I well remember hearing men 
iay that other women might juftly be pre- 
ferred to her as pleasing, and perhaps 
GRACEFUL too, in a far more eminent de* 
gree ; and fo true was the obfervation, that 
her inferiors made it their amufement to 
ileal away lovers from her, who command- 
ed admiration, they had no chance to 
attain. 

The word elegant can fcarcelybe ufed 
with more propriety than on fuch occa- 
lions, when people eleSl as pleasing 
what produces a train of ideas moft conge- 
nial to our own particular fancy. Pearls 
are, on this principle, accounted by many 
people to be more elegant than dia- 
monds; which we all allow to be finer, 
HANDSOMER, and infinitely more beau- 
tiful. And one fays popularly, that Pope's 
Rape of the Lock is an elegant poem, and 
Milton's ParadifeLoft a fine one. Greville's 

D 3 Stanzas 
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Stanzas to Indifference are however exqui- 
litely PRETTY, and fome parts of Mr. 
Whalley's Ode to Mont Blanc, uncommonly 
BEAUTIFUL. Burke — whofe own compo- 
fitions include every' fpecies of excellence- 
fays, that BEAUTIFUL objeds are compara- 
tively fmall, but to minute porfedion I 
fliould give the adjedive pretty, Infe£ts 
of various colours, and delicate formatioip^, 
butterflies above all, are juftly termed 
PRETTY. Some fhells too, flight in their 
texture, and of tints as tender, claim this 
epithet, and can claim no more j for, while 
the apple and peach bloom have among 
vegetables the fame pretenfion — an orange- 
tree richly furniflied, growing in the natu- 
ral ground as I have feen them on the Bor- 
romasan Iflands to a confiderable height, and 
rofe-trees in the Duke of Buccleugh's plea- 
fure-grounds, or thofe of Hopeton-Houfe, 
are decidedly beautiful. One large 

and 
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and wide fpreading beech-tree, or full-bo- 
died oak, fingle in a verdant meadow, 
I ihould fded for a fine objedt to repofe 
the eye upon, in autumnal feafons when 
the tint begins to (hew more richnefs than 
mere maturity produces, and excites a train 
of reflections full of penfive dignity : 
while the old-fafhioned avenue of lime- 
trees long-drawn and feathering down fo as 
to hide all flem, makes a handsome ap« 
pearance in July, when filled with fragrance 
and redolent with bloom. Were we fpeak- 
ing of architedlure, I fhould direct foreign- 
ers to call the Pantheon at Rome a fine 
building. Saint Peter's a beautiful one, 
our own in London dedicated to St. Paul a 
very handsome edifice, the R edentore atVe- 
mce,planned by Palladio — and our own fweet 
Doric, done by Inigo Jones— I reckon ele- 
gant fiibrics ; while King's College Cam- 
bridge, elaborately pritty, gives delight 

D4 
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to every beholder. The word handsome 
certainly annexes fewer ideas of pleafure 
than the reft, becaufe we have appropriated 
it now and then fomewhat meanly. We 
fay a handsome kitchen certainly in Eng- 
lifh, and a handsome piece of roaft beef; 
nor do we give higher appellatives to a large 
woman painted by Rubens with Vfxorc 
ftrength of colour than dignity or ^ce. 
When we fpeak of a handsome houfe ^nd 

gardens, our hearers turn not, I believe, 
their imaginations to recollefl: Villa Albani 
or even Caftle Howard, while a drive round 
London realizes the idea at lefs expence of 
trouble nearer home. But, after all, the 
words 



BEAtTTYj 
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BEAUTY, GRACE, EXPRESSION; CARRIAGE, 
ELEGANCE and SYMMETRY; 



ARE fubftantives on which fo many vo- 
lumes have been written^ that one would 
think it impoflible it fhould be ftill agreeable 
to read about them; yet is every writer 
tempted to extend on fuch a fubjeft— every 
ftudent attracted to continue a page where 
thofe names begin the leaf. And it is per- 
haps not wholly tedious or uninterefting to 
obferve, that more, much more is required 
to defcribe beauty, than is comprehended 
in the common acceptation of the adjective 
beautiful: for, while symmetry fuffices to 
tonftitute a perfedl form in many works of 
nature, and fome of art— as the mountain at 
the head of Loch Lomond in Scotland, and 
the Antonine column at Rome — far more is 

demanded 
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demanded by connoifleurs who deal in ani- 
mated excellence. A horfe, for example, is 
fcarcely allowed to poflefs true beauty, till 
his owner can boafi: for him a brilliancy of 
coat, whatever the colour may be — a de* 
dded ELEGANCE as well as symmetrica!, 
proportion in his fliape — grace prefiding 
in every motion, with eyes and ears expret. 
five of a long-traced lineage, and even of ap- 
parent fenfibility to his own praife and value. 
Haughty carriage is indifpenfable to brute 
perfe(^liop. The peacock is handfomer than 
the Chinefe pheafant, becaufe he is prouder j 
and the feline race take much from their own 
beauty, by fubftituting the expression 
of infidioufnefs inftead of pride* 

Indeed we are not correft when we re- 
quire only expression in a human face, 
for there are expressions which difgrace 
humanity. Among our own fpecies we 
Hmft meantime confefs, that we love a lofty 

CQn<«» 
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confcioufnefs of fuperiority, juft ftopping 
fhort of a vain-glorious oftentation. Os ho- 
MiNi SUBLIME DEDiT, &c. The late carl 
of Enrol, drelTed in his robes at the corona- 
tion of |dng George the Third, and Mrs. 
Siddons in the charader of Murphy's Eu- 
phrafia, were the nobleft fpecimens of the 
human race I everfaw : — while he, looking 
like Jove's own fon Sarpedon, as defcribed 
by Homer — and fhe, looking like radiant 
Truth led by the withered hand of hoary 
Time — feemed alone fit to be fent out into 
fon^p diftant planet, for the purpofe of fhew- 
ing it§ inhabitants to what ^ rape pf pxaited 
creatures Qofi had been pleafed to give this 
earth as a pofleflipn. 

With regard to mere grace, I am not 
fure which produces mod pleafing fenfations 

in the beholder — ^which, in a word, gives 
moft delight — well varied and nicely ftudied 
ELEGANCE, carried to perfection, though 

by 
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by an inferior form, as in the younger Vef- 
tris— or that pure natural charm refulting 
from a symmetric figure put into eafy mo- 
tion by pleafure or furprife, as I have feen 
in the late lady Coventry. To both atteft- 
ing fpedlators have often manifefted their 
juft admiration, by repeated burfts of ap- 
plaufe — particularly to the countefs, who, 
calling for her carriage one night at the the^ 
atre— I faw her — ftretched out her arm 
with fuch peculiar, fuch inimitable manner, 
as forced a loud and fudden clap from all the 
pit and galleries ; which fhe, confcious of 
her charms, delighted to increafe and pro- 
long, by turning round with a familiar fmile 
to reward the enraptured company. 

For fhe was fair beyond their brighteft bloom. 
This Envy owns, fincc now her bloom is fled; 

Fair as the forms which> wove in Fancy's loom, 
Float in light vifion o'er the poet's head. 

8 Whenever 
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Whene'er with fwcet ferenity flic fmil'd. 
Or caught the orient blufli of quick furprifc, 

How fwcctly mutable ! how brightly wild 
The living luftre darted from her eyes ! 

Each look, each motion wak'd a new-born grace. 
That o'er her form its tranfient glory caft j 

Some lovelier wonder foon ufurpM the place, 
Chas*d by a charm ftill lovelier than the bft. 

In her defcription alone might then all 
our fynonymy be happily engaged ; and 
truly might we fay that her unrivalled, her 
confummate beauty was the effect of per- 
fed SYMMETRY, fpoutaueoufly producing 
GRACE invincible, although her mien and 
CARRIAGE had lefs of dignity than fweet- 
nefs in it; ^nd the expression of her 
countenance, illuminated by the brighteft 
tifits, although lovelily mutable, as Maibn 
fays, in verfes alone worthy the priginal — 
was alWays the expression of pleafure 
felt or pleafure given. Her drefs was feU 

doiQ 
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perfon, but earneft even for the limitation 
of his own prerogative; little refleding 
that power muft be fomewberey and that, 
giving it from himfelf, he put it in worfe 
hands — blameless therefore towards the 
aggregate of pankind he was not — We may 
all juftly acccufe him of deferting his poft — 
excellent, felf-fubdued, faint- like mortal as 
he was — we may thus far blame him ; 
while a more perfe<3: innocence, a more 
praifc- worthy carriage towards his ungrate- 
ful fubjeds, could not have been difplay- 
ed:-^nor was his meeknejfe founded on 
pufillanimity — he met death like a man cer- 
tain of its confequences J and while appa- 
rent infipidity often meditates dreadful re- 
venge, as we fee fometimes in women fen- 
fible to nothing but injuries,^ — like white of 
egg, that by a peculiar procefs becomes a 
powerful diflblvent — ading even on thie 
toug;h body of myrrhj Lewis the Sixteenth. 

fhewed 
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fliewcd not only Chriftianity, but heroifm 
in his forgivenefs. All thefe words may be 
therefore fafely predicated of him, fo far as 
human nature can admit them. 



BLAZE AND FLAME 



APPEAR to be fynonymous, yet are 
fcarcely fo in a literal, and certainly not in 
a figurative fenfe. * We fay indeed with 
equal propriety that the houfe is in a 
BLAZE, or that 'tis in a flame. Both 
mean light bodies fet on fire, fo as to pro- 
duce luminous effect. Yet all know flame 
to be the mere volatile parts of the fewel 
rarefied fo as to . kindle eafily. Sir Ifaac 
fays, FLAME is no other than red hot fmoke: 
but there are bodies which do net fume 
copioufly, while others do ; and we ufe the 
two words wh^n we fay gunpowder is fet 

Vol. L E in 
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in a BLAZE moft quickly when the heat is 
communicated by a fpark ; while ijpirit of 
wine takes fire by the flame of a lighted 
candle, as fome tempers are provoked tD 
violence by fierce oppofition, fome others 
by a hint dropt more obfcurely: all this 
goes right as to the literal fenfe of our ex- 
preflion. With regard to the figurative — 
fhould a foreign gentleman unluckily liften 
while an Englifh friend happened to be 
fpeaking of his favourite lady, and in a gay 
humour called her an* old flame of hi^, 
which men do commonly enough; and 
fhould the uninformed ftranger in a fpirit 
of imitation think it a good notion for him 
to call her his blaze j not the graveft of 
the whole party would probably forbear to 
laugh, though not one* perfon in the com- 
pany could give a reafbn why — but that it 
is not cuftomary. Doftor Johnfon affirm! 
haftily, that this noun is never appropriated 
to the paffion of love, and j^erhaps it may 
8 b« 
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be fo: — the verb is ufed ihoft certainly, nor 
Would the moft accurate converfer fcruple 
to affert that Rufus's troublefome paffion 
for his NaSvia blazes out at every turn 
fo, that there is no fuch thing as efcaping 

the FLAME. Shakefpeare brings both' words 
into conta£): when defcribing popular fury: 
— In his Coriolanus one fays, " They are 
in moft warlike preparation truly, and we 
(hall come upon them in the very heat of 
their divifion; the main blaze of it is paft 
indeed, but a fmall thing would make it 
FLAME out again." 



BUSS, HAPPINESS, FELICITY, 



ARE three the ftrongeft words mankind 
have been able to invent for a fenfation they 
blow fo very little about ; and we may ob- 
ferve that the firft of thefe has been long ago 

E 2 nearly 
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nearly <)ifcarded from common talk, as to# 
fublime and perfed, being now ufed only 
in a folemn fenfe, and with allufion to eter- 
nity — But if FELICITY could be ever found 
on earth, it might moil juftly be expeded 
from a marriage of two perfons eminently 
qualified to make each other's happiness, 
^ in a union firft formed by love, continued 
by friendfhip, and fo cemented by virtue as 
may give the partners a well-founded hope 
of everlafting bliss in the world to come. 



BLOCKHEAD, DOLT, DUPE, GULL. 



O F thefe harfh appellatives, the firft it 
raoft in ufe, and juftly — ^for they are by no 
means ftrift in their fynonymy, though too 
much refembling one another in effefl:. A 
man may however be dupe to an artful 
courtefan, or a projeding chymift, without 

being 
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being a blockhe^^d at his book at all, or 
apparently DOLTifh in company : — Now 
fuch a charadter might with moft propriety 
be called a gull ; but that unlucky word, 
derived from the old French guiller^ is 
grown obfolete likewife, and fmce Ben 
Jonfon's days difmifled our language with- 
out leaving a fucceffor of equal value. — He 
ufes it in comic dialogue with excellent 
effed:, and I feel fony that 'tis turned into 
the ftreets and alleys of London, with the 
firft letter changed : — in that fenfe Fielding 
confirms its degradation. 



TO BOAST, TO BRAG, TO VAUNT, TO PUFF. 



THE firft and third of thefe are beft to 
recommend for ufc of foreigners ; there is a 
grofs vulgarity in the other two, unlefs ap- 
plied with particular care and attention. 

E3 The 
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The reafon is, they are but too expreffive ; 
fo much fo I fuppofe, we have worn theia 
out, and they are gone with our dirty cards 
down to the fecond table. It is obfervable 
mean time that Italians always fpeak genteel 
Englifh, although broken as we call it, while 
Germans choofe the coarfer word if one 
can be found fynonymous. The reafon is 
fimply this, — a Roman or Florentine natu- 
rally catches at a Latin derivatiQn j an inha- 
bitant of Drefden or Berlin at a Saxon or 
Putch etymology : — the firft tells you he 
DEVIATED exceedingly from the right path 
between Warwick and Kennelworth, if he 
means to inform you how he loft his way ; 
a Pruffian will fay that he swerfed. Of 
the verbs before us, an Italian would foon 
find out that a dirty poftillion vaunted 
of his horfemanfhip j while an honeft Hano- 
verian would fee nothing in the late pom- 
pons accounts of Abyflinia given by a mo- 
dern traveller of eminence, but that the 

writer 
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imter was a fragging fellow^ juft as he 
i¥Ould fky of Sir Sampfoa Legend in CSon- 
greve's Love for Love, who to fright old 
Forefight, fays, " I know the length of the 
Emperor of China's foot, have kifled the 
Great Mogul's flipper, and rode a-hunting 
upon an elephant with the Cham of Tar* 
tarjr — ^Why, body o'me ! man, I have made 
a cuckold of a King, and the prefent Ma- 
jefly of Bantam is the iflue of thcfe loins.** 
Such BOASTS as diefe, however, are at worft 
only contemptible ; but the word puff is 
come into difcredit for dyboneftj of late, 
fince for the newfpaper trick of calling un- 
deferved attention to violet foap, or other 
equally paltry commodities, we have adopt- 
the term puff. 



£ 4 BOLD, 
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BOLD, SAUCY, AUDACIOUS, IMPUDENT. 



" YO U are a s AUCY fellow,*' fays dying 
Catherine in Shakefpeare's Henry the Eighth, 
when a meflenger running in haftily for- 
gets his due obeifance to the expiring 
Queen, who adds with equal dignity and 
pathos — " Defervc we no more reverence ?" 
A BOLD man is one who fpeaks blunt truths, 
out of feafon perhaps, and is likely enough 
to be called saucy, though naturally un- 
willing to be fo. Clytus was bold when 
he thwarted Alexander's pride at the feaft; 
and Sir Thomas More loft one of the wifeft 
heads ever worn by man, through his 
honeft boldncfs, or bold honefty. Impu- 
dent is chiefly appropriated to coarfe vices 
in converfation ; that adjective and its fyno- 
nymous fubftitute audacious, are ufed 
by us chiefly on rough occafions, where 

virtue 
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virtue has no place. It had a higher rank 
in Latin : Unus et hie audax fays Ovid, 
mentioning a ftout-hearted mariner willing 
to face that ftorm which threatening kept 
the reft at home ; but we have degraded it 
from its original rank, and fay familiarly, An 
IMPUDENT young man laft week in Ireland 
forced a fine girl away from her parents* 
houfe, 'and married her wholly without 
their confent, and half without her own : 
becaufe he fancied her poffefTed of a confi* 
derable fortune. . When the miftake was at 
length difcovered, he boldly brought her 
back ruined, — replied to the remonftrances 
of her old father with a saucy air, and 
AUDACIOUSLY denying his marriage — 
turned her back upon their hands,quitted the 
iiland, refolving to fcom all thoughts of re- 
paration, and to return no more» 



BOOK, 
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BOOK, VOLUME, WORK. 



THESE words may eafily be confound- 
ed certainly, yet would the miftakes be of 
more confequence to literature than to com- 
mon difcourfe; for although book by its 
derivation apparently means the flat form, 
originally made of beech wood, in which 
the WORKS of learned men are now 
regularly comprifed, it has aflumed 
another fenfe befide, and points out the 
feftions into which thofe great works 
ire divided. — We fay ithe fifteenth or twen- 
tieth book of Homer's Iliad, and tell how 
Herodotus called his nine books by the 
names of the nine Mufes, &c. while 
VOLUME, derived a volvendo^ from the roll- 
ing them upon flicks as a mercer rolls filk, 
only that the parchment was kept firm by 
two ram's horns at the ends, fignifies the 

quantity 
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quantity of books divided by the author 
into portions, and called volumes. Be- 
fore the art of printing, virhich is a very late 
one, was known, a library confifted in an 
immenfe number of thefe volumes : — the 
earlieft we read of is the Houfe of Rolls in 
the icripture mentioned by Efdras, and fup- 
pofed to be built by Nehemiah — a library 
having been always an appendage to a 
church ; and accordingly the library of the 
Vatican is now one of the moft fplendid in 
Europe. The Ptolemaean and the Alexan- 
drian Libraries have filled the world with 
then- fame— perhaps with their fmoke too, 
fince as Pope fays one might 

From (helf to Ihcif fee greedy Vukan roll. 
And lick up all their phyfick of the foul. 

But thofe who lignalize themfelves in the 
caufe of liberty falfely fo called, have ever 
v^aged war againft book learning; and 
when democracy bums with moft fervour, 

it 
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it points the fire towards all repofitorics of 
literature, and combats the Arts, the Altar, 
and the Throne, as if it confidered them 
united very clofely. See the infurredion 
of Jack Cade in England — the Mountain 
Fadion in France, and every other burft 
of popular phrenfy. Meantime, the mate- 
rials of which BOOKS were made being 
changed from ftone, on which the long- 
revered and now firft infulted Decalogue 
was given, and treaties engraved between 
Greece and Perfia, as our Marbles at Ox- 
ford can teflify — vegetable fubftances were 
put in place of mineral ones, and the bum- 
ing of BOOKS became a punifhment for 
authors; and fo grievous a one did poor 
Labienus find it, that we read how he fliut 
himfelf up in the tomb of his anceftors, and 
actually pined his life away between grief 

and rage for lofs of his dear volumes, 
though he had not negleded while in his 
poffeflion to. get them all by heart, fo that 

his 
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quantity of books divided by the author 
into portions, and called volumes. Be- 
fore the art of printing, which is a very late 
one, vras known, a library coniifted in an 
immenfe number of thefe volumes : — the 
earlieft we read of is the Houfe of Rolls in 
the fcripture mentioned by Efdras, and fup- 
pofed to be built by Nehemiah — a library 
having been always an appendage to a 
church ; and accordingly the library of the 
Vatican is now one of the moft fplendid in 
Europe, The Ptolemsean and the Alexan-» 
drian Libraries have filled the world with 
their fame — perhaps with their fmoke too, 
fince as Pope fays one might 

From flielf to ftclf fee greedy Vulcan roll. 
And lick up all their phyfick of the foul. 

Bu; thofe who fignalize themfelves in the 
caufe of liberty falfely fo called, have ever 
waged war againft book learning j and 
when democracy bums with moft fervour, 

it 
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For to know the bookfellefs' marks aboi 
fifty years ago, was a kind of learning ii 
hfelf ; and many contented themfelves witl 
colleding volumes curious only in their ex 
terior, from bearing the exergue^ or fym 
bolical^ device by which the exquifite work 
manfhip of Morel or Frobeniufi, or abov( 
all the celebrated Aldus Manutius, was ac- 
knowledged. Morel gave the mulberry-tree, 
being e.xprefllve of his name, as Voconiui 
Vitiilus, mintmafter at Rome, marked hii 
coins on the reverfe with a calf\ but I was 
fenfelefs enough never to enquire what re- 
lation the anchor and dolphin has to Aldus 
Manutius, although Count Manucci^ who 
perhaps at this day gives the fame arms, 
went with me to the Laurentian Library at 
Florence, where I had fo good an opportu- 
nity of informing myfel£ I did learn the 
wifehood of what Scaliger advances, that 
Erafttius correded the prefs for him — the 

librarian 
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Hirarian- told me it was a grofs 
Du Sueil was a French Abbe, who about 
thebegimu0g of the 1 8th centuiy carried to 
gi^eat perfedion the art o£ gold ornament- 
ing, or as they then called it antiquing of 
BOOKS, to which cuilom Mr. Pope alludes. 
For the reft — it really is no unpleafing re- 
ffe^on to run over the honours paid to 
thofe who have in any way contributed to 
promote literature, or even to adorn it. 
Thus at Saltzburg in Bavaria a BOOK-feller 
was long, and as far as I could learn is^/7/, 
diftinguKhed from the vulgar and mechani-* 
cal trader; and is exempted, which the 
modem hookfdlers would poflibly^ value 
more than empty honours, from payiftg 
divers taxes and impofittcms laid on 
odier trading companies : while Francis 
the Firft of France, who loved letters^ 
and I believe expired in the armtf o^ 
Guicciardini, for whofe works he had 
a prodigious value, brought the booifelier^ 

undw 
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under his own immediate authority, an< 
granted them out ftatutes himfelf.— Enougi 
of this fynonymy^ In a talking book ; for a 
the Spanifh proverb fays 



J 4 ' -■ ; . 'r 



Hablen Cartas, y callen Barbas. 






BRANCH, ARM OF A TREE, BOUGH, 



ARE nearly if not entirely fynony 
inous : the two firft have the fame roo 
as to etymology I believe; and bougi 
is a Saxon word not far diflant ii 
meaning certainly. A foreigner may ufl 
which he pleafes in the ftri£t and liters 
(enfe ; and yet, the inftant they become fi 
gurative, none will do but the firft upon th 
lift before us. We fay that every branci 
of the Miffifippi is larger than our Euro- 
pean rivers are, if exception be nude fo: 

tb 
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the Danube} yet wheiti the vaft body of 
waters, brought into the Atlantic by the 
river St Lawrence, rolls its enormous tri-^ 
bute to the ocean, It appears an aKM of the 
fea. Bough admits of no fuch ufe; although 
in fome remote provinces, when ^ man is in 
particularly high fpirits, and feems to enter- 
tain flighty notions of his own greatnefs, we 
fay he is got up among the boughs. The 
various ramifications of fcience are familiarly 
termed branches of literature ; and every 
clerk in every office fignified tlurough the 
court regifter, knows the precife value of 
what he in true office cant calls a branch 
of bufinefs. The collateral relations to a 
great family are branches from the old 
genealogical tree ; and whert they confider 
themfelves as fuch^ it is feen in the attach^ 
ment Ihewn by them to the parent ftem i 
diis is Aill frequent in Wales and Scotland 
where, if thcfe new-&ngled nodons of li^ 
berty and independence pervade not, good 
VOL. I. F examples 
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cxampjcs may yet be given pediaps of fini 
a^erence t9 oi^r old national Qonflitution 
chi^rch and k^ng; ; reinembering that reve- 
Kwcc is due to, gov^emmenti and tep^ratioi] 
to the trunk (rf fovereignty, haweyer fo.mc 

of th? BRANCHES, decayed by time qr in- 
jjired by iloriQ^ may to a faflidious taftc 
and hafty'-judgi^g eye, appear, to be; ^•' 
gra^inglts g^i^ral form and q^j^flic beauty 
Cutting tK^m ojSf will at any rate be worfej 
the circulation of vitality muf^ ftop) ao^ 
^yery twig muft feel the fad, the certain 

cffea. 

But the cenfurers will lay we have 
BRANCHED' out too far from our fubjeft: 
and by that cenfure foreigners will find thai 
this noun makes a verb of common ufe 
which ARM and bough are incapable oi 
doing. 



k • ^ m I 
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British synontmt. &j 



tlUiKD, FIREBRAKD, SnCK SET ON FIRE; 



AB.£ exa&ly fynonymous with n^jaix)- to 
the licerai feafe ; yet the &il beipg uf^ po« 
eticaUy, aiid the fecond veiy fedoully, aiu}. 
both being taken for figures of pec^le whc^ 
delight in cQofuiion^ and are fron^ the b^at 
of th^ir pY^ paSons^ and pronenei^ tp create 
woror .difputes and bof contention ^mong 
^leir neighbours, juftly termed iucendi^ 
arics — xny foreign readers muft be careful 
not to dignify a stick or faggot lighted in 
a farmer^s chimney by the name of firs« 
BRAND : although were they Avriting, or 
even relating, a fiory of dangers in a wood 
by night, happening to thofe who traverfe 
the pathlefs wilds of Africa or America, it 
would be perfe^y right to tell, that having 
caufed large fires to be made, they lay all 
night befide them j refolving, if ^ny wild 

F a beaft 
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beaft fliould venture at difturbing their re- 
pofe, to throw an ignited brand full in hk 
face, which would force him to retire mucli 
quicker than any arms that could be ufed. 

Meantime thefe words are perpetually 
ufed in a figurative fenfe. We fay, and 
juftly, that the French are become a clufter 
of FIREBRANDS, darting out upon all the 
other nations of Europe, where by unfeen 
power combuftible matter appears to teem 
in a manner never obferved before, prepa* 
iratory as I fhould fuppofe to a general con* 
flagration of men's minds, meant to precede 
that of the material world; All is in a ftate 
of fermentation. Monarchs^ aflaflinated in 
one country — baffled and degraded in ano- 
ther — dying under fufpicion of poifon in a 
third — publicly and folemnly executed in a 
fourth — within thefe laft four years ! The 
kindled BRANDS flung at our own ifland 
' —and blockheads even there ready to blow ; 
for fear our natural phlegm and fog, even 

without 
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without much effort of virtue^ or credit to 
our {killy fhould fuffer it to extinguiih of it- 
felf. How ought fuch charaders to be ab- 
horred and fhunned! and how, if decent 
times in Europe ever fhould return, how 
would their condud contribute 



TO BRAND OR TO STIGMATIZE 



MEN fo unfeeling to their country*8 
danger ; fo defirous of a name, though pui^ 
chafed by her undoing! For this word 
glides moft nattlrally into a verb ; the more 
naturally, perhaps, becaufe alluding to our 
cullom of burning in the hand thofe who 
have committed certain crimes, which ope- 
ration is called branding the perfon. To 
STIGMATIZE is for the mod part a figura- 
tive exprelfion, ufed generally in an ill ienfe, 
though taken from the famous ftory of St 

F 2 Francis, 
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beaft fliould venture at difturbing their re- 
pofe, to throw an ignited brand full in hk 
face, which would force him to retire much 
quicker than any arms that could be ufed. 

Meantime thefe words are perpetually 
ufed in a figurative fenfe. We fay, and 
juftly, that the French are become a clufter 
of FIREBRANDS, darting out upon all the 
other nations of Europe, where by unfeen 
power combuftible matter appears to teem 
in a manner never obferved before, prepa* 
Yatory as I fhould fuppofe to a general con* 
flagration of men's minds, meant to precede 
that of the material world; All is in a ftate 
of fermentation. Monarchs, aflaflinated in 
one country — baffled and degraded in ano- 
ther — dying under fufpicion of poifon in a 
third — publicly and folemnly executed in a 
fourth — within thefe laft four years ! The 
kindled BRANDS flung at our own ifland 
' —and blockheads even there ready to blow j 
for fear our natural phlegm and fog, even 

without 
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m familiar'and common chat: in poetry the 
firft \^ord has a ferlous fenfe enough: 



He BRANDISHED high his fteel* 



Yet it is even there very near to a ludicrous 
image, and muft be ufed cautioufly or all 
will laugh; it is fo clofely conne^ed in affi-»^ 
nity with wfeslt we call VApourino and 
FLOURISHING, in ordct to obtain an ill-de- 
ierved chara£ler among our companions for 



sfen 



BRAVERY, VALOUR, FEARLESSNESS, 

FORTITUDE, INTREPIDITY and 

COURAGE. 



• I . .• • 



J M ■ 



OF ^ei^ glorious ^qualkiee who is there 
would not delight to difcnmiliate the diSsr-^. 
eqt features, ^^d trace the nefU" approaches^ 
to fy nonymy ? as tha fix brothers are indeed 

F 4 won- 
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Frincisy who received by miracle, or was 
fiidto have received, the stigmata, or fivQ 
iafered wounds of our Lord Jefus Chrift, im- 
prefled by a feraph on his hands, feet, and 
fide, as marks of favour from above. A tale 
which, however difcredited by the prefent 
age, was lefs doubted and I fear much better 
known, propagated no doubt with much 
more eameftnefs, about the year 1590, than 
were the truths of that gofpel for which St. 
Francis was willing to renounce, in a truly 
literal fenfe,. this world with all its; cor- 
ruptions and offences. 



TO BRANDISH, TO FLOURISH WEAPONS 

ABOUT. 



: VERBS denoting me&n aiftioqs of preV 
landed valour^ which oiily tend to make the 
rLdictilous; at leoft they •are £0 accepted 

'< in 
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the virtue he then difplayed was forti- 
tude, not BRAVEltY: — while an agile rqpe- 
dancer, and thofe light adive fellows that 
Yault through a hoop fet on fire, or fly over 
right horfes' backs and one rider, for five 
(hillings a night, are mere inftances of 
FEARLESSNESS growing out of habit, and 
acquwitance with that mode of exerting iu 
How they would face danger in any other 

fhape I know not, but true courage de^ 
ipifes it in all : and though marfhal Turenne 
might perhaps have been laughed at by a 
(nodem glazier's apprentice, were he fpt to 
dean a two , pair of ftairs window, outfide 
upon a tottering board, as may be fre- 
quently feen in the city of London— Ca^far 
would have been laughed at only for his 
awkwardnefs, I truil, for fear feemed to find 
no place in the heart of Csefan 

Great Julius^ on the motintain bred, 

^ A flock, pcxbaps, or herd had led ; 

He 
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He who control'd the world had been 
But the beftwreftler on the green, 

* * » ■ • 

fays Waller : yet he wbuU have been the 

j/irjl and de^ In every fifuation, I doubt hot 

X While fuch however is the value of words, 

, that they' alone give well proportioned praife 

to heroes and to martyrs, let no one fay fy- 

nonymy is of fmall importance. Examples, 

meantime, of firm and patient fufFeirarice may 

f 

be found equal eVen tb the moft raifed' ex- 

* 

pedtation among the female fe^i, aild that 
among women nloft aelicatdy bred tc6'; 

witnefs Mary queen of Scots and Anna F6^ 

■ ' . ■ . * .... 

leyn, who both met death in his nioft dread- 

fal {otw^ perhaps, wifH unabated FORti- 

• ' • * . . . • ^ . * 

TUDE, though neither^ 01 them would ptth' 

■ ■ • . 1 • ■ ■ •' 

bably have fhewn courA6£ in a battle, or 

' • ■ ' , . * ... . • , . ■ . ,^ ' . 

have 'been able to Ibok without evid^eiit 
marks of terror in their"cfluiltetiunces npbh 
thofe a£is of intrepidity oj&efi difplayed 



m war. .... >:. 

iM Heaven, 
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the virtue he then difplayed was forti- 
tude, not bravery: — while an agile «^- 

dancer, and thofe light a&ive fellows that 

»* 

vault through a hoop fet on fire, or flj ovdr 
eight hotfes' backs and one rider, for five 
fhillings a night, are mere inftances of 
FEARLESSNESS growing out of habit, and 
acquaintance with that mode of exerting it^ 
How they would face danger in any other 

ihape I know not, but true courage de^ 
j^ifes it in all : and though marfhal Turenne 
might perh^s have been laughed at by a 
{nodem glazier's apprentice, were he fpt to 
dean a two. pair of flairs window, outfide 
upon a tottering board, as may be fre- 
quently feen in the city of London— Cafar 
would have been laughed at only for his 
awkwaydnefs, I truft, for fear fecmed to find 
ao place in the heart of Csefan 

Great Julius^ on the mountain bred, 
^ A flock, pexbaps, or herd had led ; 

He 
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VALOUR* When Iicpelefs and even care- 
lefs of fucccfs, he fought agsunft fire and 
fword to defend his intrenchments at Ben- 
der^ 'twas third of fame infpired his frandc 
VALOUR. When Ifadas the Lacedaemonian^ 
darting from his bath at found of the war- 
rior-trumpety rufhed naked againfl an armed 
force of well*difciplined troops, and mowed 
down multitudes in his fit of glorious 
phrenfy, fuch valour forced a ftatue from 
his country, while its government with equal 
vjftice punifhed his contempt of decorum* 
•** Rife thou in thy ftrength, thou mighty 
;man of valour," cries the angel to Gideon, 
the Ifraehtiih hero : and one annexes no 
other idea than that of valour to the fidii- 
tious knights of the twelfth century, Amadis 
de Gaul or Belianis of Greece, who killed 
dragons, reicued damfels, &c. — whilft in* 
TRiPiOi TYis a quality of the mind. Yet even 
that fervour pf a gallant foul, by which Sir 
Edward Hawke was happily impelled to at* 
I tack 
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tack and yanqttiih &r fuperior force, '1 

tiling tempefts, falling darknefs, and the juft 

terror of experienced mariners, a lee-lhore; — 

that generous, that magnanimous fentiment 

which prompted the prince of Orange, i^ 

Ins early years, to oppofe the conquefts of 

Louis Quatorze, projed the drowning his 

whole country to iave her from invafion ; 

promiiing to open her fluices by degrees, 

and lay his own little body in the laft dyker; 

^— <his noblenefs of nature, this fpirit of ik* 

TREPiDrrr, muft yet be feconded by a 

power of invendon, a coolnefs of refolution, 

an imwearied temper to perfifl in each 

gready-formed defxgn, before we can ven* 

ture any mortal man as a right example of 

pCffkS^ genuine^ and tuicontn/uertible ecu* 

lAGE. 

To this diflinguiihed honour, however, 
great ai it is, John duke of Marlborough^ 
Frederic the Third, king of Fruifia, and £ir 
Wyond them both the 6rft Roman psfar, 

purcbafcd 
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purchafed the juft pretcniion — by a feries of 
years fpent in cqntinual alarm^ danger ia 
every ihape, and contempt of it on eveiT^ oc- 
cafion. Tedious though ai3ive hours pafled 
in perpetual wars ; long habits of a camp» 
with all its train of certain^ its conftant pre- 
paration for uncertain^ evils ; well tried and 
habitual fearlessness of accidents; for- 
titude to fupportill health and pain, even 
equ^l to that valour with which that ge- 
neral often tempted perilous fituations — com- 
pofc the life and charafler pf immortal 
Julius, whofe perfonal bravery during the 
execution of his great defigns, failed not to 
fecond with refiftlefs power the intrepi- 
dity with which his foul had conceived 
them ; leaving thus, by a fteady yet animated 
courage, an example which two or three 
men alone have been found able to follow 
(and that at a diftancc) for eighteen hundred 
years* . 

BROILS. 
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• *" '\ r f * 

ftlJpiLS, (3^ARR|[#.ft,- C^WTE^TTS, Jl^WifhTSi 

INSURRECTIONS. 



*-• ^ ■ c. 
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** THIS will grow to a broil anon/* 
fays Mrs. Quickly, when Piftol ftrikes out a 
quarrel at her houfe all about nothing. 
So true is it that a contest is lowed oa 
the fcak of this ftormy catalogue, which 
may however warm up into a quarrel, 
and that folly end in a petty broil, or 
9R AWLjj which means nearly the fame thipg, 
if half a dozen more hot-^headed fellows en« 
gage in it. This lad is chiefly a word fig- 
nifying dilpytes among coarfe womefiy 

• • • • 

"Who fcold and br'awl both night and day» ' 

as the ibng fays of them. Both words de* 
rive from the obfolete French braulcr^ or thf 
modernT^ brouilkr ; and it is devoutly to b<i 

wifhed 
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\ivifhed that all the fTnonymy belonging to 
it may for ever keep in Paris^ and among 
her poifTardes — not infeding with any dit 
poiition towards fuch meannefs and fcurri* 
lity her peaceful neighbours. 



BROOD, CLUTCH, PROGENY OF FEATHERED 

ANIMALS. 



IT is diftreffing enough ta foreigners 
when they find us arbitrarily calling the 
young domeflic fowl which follow a turkey 
a line brood, when we talked but two mi- 
nutes before of a clutch of chickens, and 
perhaps cry out in the next breathy Here's 
zjlock of young geefe on this water ! The 
firft of thefe words however muft be their 
decided choice ; as in faying that they caor 

not 
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not be wrong: the laft word does not 
ftriclly allude to the goflings, but means the 
number all together ; and the fecond word 
is only ufed from the trick a hen has to 
herfelf almoft, of calling her little ones fo 
clofelj round her in times of danger, that you 
may clutch or make a handful of them, 
as we lay. Mr. Addifon, who was more 
an elegant author than good naturalift, 
teaches them in his Spedators to lay a 
BROOD of ducks, when he expreiles his 
admiration of the providence by which 
all the works of heaven are governed ; and 
he is the beft language mailer: though 
that very paper betrays the little Ikill with 
which he looked on fuch matters in a thou- 
iand inllances. 



¥OX^ I- O BftOOK, 
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BROOK, RIVULET, STREAM, RIVER, 



ARE much in the {ame manner fynony- 

mous, fo far as relates to poetical ufe, &c. 

but Mr. Locke fhews us how to feparate 
them in converfation, and how they really 

feparate by nature, when he tells us that 
" SPRINGS make little rivulets, and thefc 
united form brooks ; which coming for- 
ward in STREAMS, compofe great rivers 
that run into the fea.'* Dodor Johnfon, 
whofe ideas of any thing not pofitively large 
were ever mingled with contempt, afked of 

r 

one pf our Iharp currents in North Wales 
— Has this BROOK e'er a name? and re- 
ceived for anfwer — Why, dear Sir, this is 
the river Uftrad. — Let us, faid he, turn- 
ing to his friend, jump over it diredly, and 
{hew them how an Engli/hmdn fhould treat 
a Welch river. 






O ' .^. ^TO 
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TO BUSTLE, TO BE BUSY, TO BE EMPLOYED 
OR STIRRING, TO BE NOTABLE. 



THESE all feem female qualifications, 
or at higheft — commercial ones. A nota- 
ble woman, fay we, is of admirable utility 
in a fmall fhop of quick trade, and nume- 
rous cuflomers : fuch a one will bustle 
better through life than her hulband, and 
be STIRRING earlier in a morning, becaufe 
ftie is not like him tempted to drink over 
night: her bTusy fingers ever employed 
will find time to work even while flie fit« 
behind the counter, if fhe has in her that 
true fpirit of houfewifery which diftinguifhes 
the female fex : for whilft men think with 
Qur great Lord Bacon (at leaft in general) 
tliat riches are for fpending, and fpending 
is for honour, women for the moft part 
cpnfider riches as good for mere accumula* 
lion and faving. The merchant therefore 

G 2 fays, 
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fays, Riches having wings to fly away, we 
will fend fome flying forth to fetch in 
others — while his wife, when fuflfered to 
prefide in fuch matters, makes hafte to clip 
the feathers, and depends on parfimony 
rather than hazard for future provifion of 
wealth. This temper therefore, though de- 
ftrudtive in commerce's extenfive fchemes, 
is yet excellent in the petty paths of a lu- 
crative life ; and fuch women are not difli- 
cult to find in London or Amfterdam. 



CALM, SERENE, TRANQUIL, PEACEFUL, 

QUIET, STILL. 



Mr. ADDISON has been ccnfured, 
^nd not unjuftly, for giving the two firft 
epithets to his angel- 
Calm and ferene be driret the furious blaft — 

becaiife. 
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becaufe, fays the critick, thofe words being 
ftriaiy fynonymous, the poet has in this 
too much celebrated iimile been guilty of 
unpardonable tautology — yet are the words 
merely mifapplied, or rather applied unluc- 
kily than ill — for if in far inferior verfes 
you ihould read that 

When CALM the winds, serene the (kj^ 
Our thoughts enjoy TRANQjnLLiTY : 
Thro* the still hours when peaceful night 
Does man to <^et reft invite — 

we ihould difcover in thefe lines, how- 
ever flat and infipid, no glaring fault of the 
fame kind, although their brevity brings all 
the accefllbry words crowding together. — 
Perhaps indeed as adverbs they may have 
a clofer affinity — ^yet I fee no reafon for it : 
to ufe them as adje^ves feems the more 
obvious fenfe, and then they harmonize 
well enough 



G 3 CAN- 



/ 

f 
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CANDOUR, PURITY OF MIND, OPENNESS, 
INGENUITY, SINCERITY. 



THESE terms again, though pleafingly 
analogous, are not allied in an exaQ: fyno- 
nymy : and we might add with propriety 
UNRESBRVEDNESS too, a quality mucli like 
the others, but forgotten upon the lift. 
This laft is howqver particularly valuable in 
youth, and engaging beyond all others to 
people entrufted with the guidance of young 
minds ; yet would fuch condudors do well 
to remember that innocence is intended one 
day to ripen into virtu^, and good parts be 
matured into wifdom — fo that if a young 
rain can keep his purity of mind and 
c ANDOU.R, both which imply but wbitenefs^ 
Dot tranf^rcncy^ till five-and-twenty years 
old we wull fay — it is a great matter in this 
wicked world, and it is enough j for who 

in 
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in thefe days will dare to wifti a window 
before his breaft, as that old Roman did 
who defired every pafler-by might witnefs 
his moft fecret thoughts? Such openness 
of temper would ruin all our friendfhips, 
fince 'twere nq prudence to confide in 
him who profefles total unreservedness j 
and although difguife is mean, we muft 
own that nakednefs is no lefs indecent : and 
with perfcft ingenuity do I confefs my 
perfuafion, that thofe who harangue loudeft 
and longeft in praife of bold sincerity 
defire more frequently to pra&ife than en^ 
dure it ; to be upheld in their privileges of 
prefcribing to their neighbours, and of deaU 
ing out blame with more fincere than ten- 
der kindnefs, rather than feel any wifh to 
be told their own faults, and profit by the 
information. 



.• ■ ■: • 



G 4 ch6le- 
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CHOLERICK, PASSIONATE, IRASCIBLE, 
INDIGNANT, ANGRY, WRATHFUL, 
VIOLENT, HASTY, TESTY, 
PEEVISH, FRETFUL. 



O F thefe unpleafing words fomc are fy- 
nonymoue to each other and fome arc not ; 
the firft is the Icaft I think, the fecond moft 
in ufe* A man merely of a hasty temper 
is often termed passionate, though that 
quality implies a mind little under its own 
jcontroul upon any occafion ; and people 
eafily endure to have their neighbours give 
them a charader for being passionate, 
when in my acceptation of the word they 
^re nothing lefs. An irascible difpo- 
fition is often attributed to nations, or to 
diftrifts. Natives of Wales are juftly 
charged with promptitude to fudden refent- 
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\m ANGER — though apparently derived 
from an Italian word fciagurina^ meaning 
a flight misfortune — end in ferious difad- 
vantage, and open mortification. — But 'tis 
time to call in the word of all our fynony* 
my moft grave and folemn^ while wrath- 
ful really feems as if fet apart in our lan- 
guage to reprefent and defcribe nothing lefs 
than Almighty Power offended : — *tis there- 
fore ieldom ufed except on occaiions when 
we conclude the wrathful Deity difpofed 
to puniih (inful man for fo long infulting his 
eudurance of their guilt and folly. 



CIRCUMSTANCES, ADJUNCTS TO A FACT, . 

APPENDANTS, 



ARE very nearly if not completely fy- 
nonymous ; yet has the firft of thefe words 
in coramon converfation fo fwallowed up 

the 
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the other two, as to render them unheard 
of and forgotten — befides increafing and en- 
larging its own confequence in our lan- 
guage, fo as to take up more room than was 
oi^ginally allotted to its occupation. CiRCUM-- 
STANCES are only thofe adventitious mi- 
nutiae which furround a fadt, as a glance 
upon the etymology will foon coavince us. 
You cannot accufe a man of murder with- 
out knowledge of the CIRCUMSTANCES, fay 
we — and truly — for there is no knowing 
how any action ftands relatively^ till the 
CIRCUMSTANCES to which it relates have 
been examined. All this is well. Com- 
mercial phrafeology however, extending the 
influence of this fubftantive, pronounces a 
toan rich or poor according to his cir- 
cumstances. Nor is this very wrong, 
becaufe opulence will attradl agreeable ap- 
pendants round a pcrfon, who is now 
by a ftrained metaphor faid to be in eafy cir^ 

eurnftances — a filly adjedive for thofe who 

know 
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know not that they ufe it becaufc the 
French have a way of calling competence 
ies coudes /ranches^ eafy-elbowed ; — able to 
move in fliort, — contrafted againft genk. 
Our news-paper dialect meantime improving 
this perverfenefs into downright abfurdity, 
tells us that the minifter is unlikely to 
hold his poft under the prefent circum* 
STANCES — a phrafe very diflScult to com* 
prehend — fince however he may be faid to 
lie under heavy cenfure as under the rod 
if you will; a man cannot lie under cir- 
cumstances, becaufe they are fure to 
ftand around him, whatever be his fituation 
in life or death, for fo their very name im- 
plies. 

Adjuncts are fcarce named now but by 
Logicians in the fchools ; they hold the fame 
rank as Civilians' accessoria. 



CLEARy 
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the other two, as to render them unheard 
of and forgotten — befides increafing and en- 
larging its own confequence in our lan- 
guage, fo as to take up more room than was 
oi^ginally allotted to its occupation. CiRCUM- 
STANCES are only thofe adventitious mi- 
nutiae which furround a fadt, as a glance 
upon the etymology will foon coavince us. 
You cannot accufe a man of murder with- 
out knowledge of the circumstances, fay 
we— and truly— for there is no knowing 
how any action ftands relatively^ till the 
CIRCUMSTANCES to which it relates have 
been examined. All this is well. Com- 
mercial phrafeology however, extending the 
influence of this fubftantive, pronounces a 
man rich or poor according to his cir- 
cumstances. Nor is this very wrong, 
becaufe opulence will attradl agreeable ap- 
pendants round a pcrfon, who is now 
by a ftrained metaphor faid to be in eafy cir^ 
curnftances — a filly adjedive for thofe who 

know 
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know not that they ufe it becaufc the 
French have a way of calling competence 
les coudes /ranches^ eafy-elbowed ; — able to 
move in fliort, — contrafted againft genie. 
Our news-paper dialect meantime improving 
this perverfenefs into downright abfurdity, 
tells us that the minifter is unlikely to 
hold his poft under the prefent circum* 
STANCES — a phrafe very diflScult to com* 
prehend — fince however he may be faid to 
lie under heavy cenfure as under the rod 
if you will ; a man cannot lie under cir- 
cumstances, becaufe they are fure to 
ftand around him, whatever be his fituation 
in life or death, for fo their very name im- 
plies. 

Adjuncts are fcarce named now but by 
Logicians in the fchools ; they hold the fame 
rank as Civilians' accessoria. 



CLEARy 
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CLEAR, PELLUCID, TRANSPARENT. 



THESE when applied to water arc 
adjedtives ftridly fynonymous : the Ger* 
man rivers have juft title to them all, but 
we muft ufe only the firft if fpeaking of 
air or weather. Defcribing the Eledor of 
Saxony's famous diamond indeed, every 
epithet expreffive of perfedion might be in- 
troduced : fuffice it to obfervc, that this 
beautiful produce of nature, in fize equal to 
the ftone of a common apricot, is fingularly. 
CLEAR, and of the moft pellucid whitc- 
nefs ; and that being fet transparent, 
its peculiar brilliancy, and freedom from 
flaws, . is the more eafily diftinguiflied and 
admired. 



♦. 



CLERGY, 
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CLERGY, PRIESTHOOD, BODY OP- 
ECCLESIASTICS. 



WORDS difFering I think chiefly in 
their application. We fay the Jewifh o^: 
Egyptian, priesthood, the Romifh or 
Anglican clergy ; and we call the Pro- 
teflant Diffenting Teachers a body of 
ECCLESIASTICS, with fomewhat lefs pro- 
priety, becaufe they for the moft part hav- 
ing no church fliould rather be termed 
paflors, who feed their flock erratick on the 
hills, forbearing the fold of the fhepherd. 
Meantime, as Atterbury fays, this clafs of 
mankind has in all nations, all religions, 
and all fefts, been ever efteemed highly 
venerable ; and fo did God perfonally among 
his own peculiar people proted thofe fet 
apart by himfelf for his own fervice, that 
the mofl dreadful judgments were mofl: 

fuddenly 
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on her removal will drop all to pieces ;*' and 
fo the event has proved. The democratic 
Frenchmen fell upon their cleRgy firft, 
and, by the rapid / ftrides made fmce their 
iirft attack, have ihown mankind that, to 
infult the perfons and defpife the office of 
their paftors, is only a firft ftep towards 
the denial of his authority who firft ap- 
pointed them ; — and although Religion by 
the 'warmth of fome foils may be fomewhat 
run to feed, wo to the daring hand that is 
ftretched forth to pluck it up ! Whenever 
a Church falls, the .State which neglefts to 
maintain its venerable dignity, and - 1 will 
add its decent fplendour too, which nig- 
gardly withholds the fruit of the vine from, 
him who labours in the vineyard, and 
meanly tries to ftarve its t;rue ally, deferveS 
the diftrelTes which foon will fall upon it,^ 
and join in mutual ruin what ought to hav« 
been connefted in happinefs and power* 
For as the State punifhes deviation from th# 
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rule of right as crimes only, not ^ fins; it 
Hands in need of afliftance from the Church 
to corrcfl: finful adions which are over* 
looked by the civil tribunal, though highly 
pernicious to fociety: and hence may be 
deduced the end and ufe of our Spiritual 
and Ecclefiaftical Courts; fuch as thofe afting 
under the Primate, and called the Preroga^ 
five Courts for that very reafon, becaufe it 
was the State which firft having fought al- 
liance with the Church, is now bound to 
protect it ; for together they muft ftand or 
fall; and our interefl as well as duty is 
concerned in defending that hierarchy and 
well-ordered gradation, which when once 
touched by facrilegious rapacity — we fee 
what follows. 

That the Romifh Church may be, as all 
human inftitutions are, in fome degree and 
in fome points erroneous, can afford no ex- 
cufe to its deftroyers ; they difpute no dog- 
mai they underftand not the nature of any 

Ha fault 



9* feRITISH SYNONYMY. 

on her removal will drop all to pieces ;*' and 
fo the event has. proved. The democratic 
Frenchmen fell upon their cleRgy firft, 
and, by the rapid / ftrides made fmce their 
firft attack, have ihown mankind that, ta 
infult the perfons and defpife the office of 
their paftors, is only a firft ftep towards 
the denial of his authority who firft ap- 
pointed them ; — and although Religion by 
the warmth of fome foils may be fomewhat 
run to feed, wo to the daring hand that is 
ftretched forth to pluck it up ! Whenever 
a Church falls, the .State which neglefts to 
maintain its venerable dignity, and I will 
add its decent fplendour too, which nig- 
gardly withholds the fruit of the vine from 
him who labours in the vineyard, and 
meanly tries to ftarve its t;rue ally, deferve* 
the diftrefles which foon will fall upon it,, 
and join in mutual ruin what ought to hav« 
been connefted in happinefs and power. 
For as the State puniihes deviation from th# 

ruk 
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CLEVER, DEXTROUS, SKILFUL. 



TO which might be added another 
pretty word well taken into our language 
without alteration of fpelling, and called 
adroit. This adjedive ihould not have been 
funitted on the lift, as it will be very fuita- 
ble to foreigners, and lefs approaching to 
vulgarity than clever, which if applied to 
things high or ferious, frights one. We 
fay, The minifter managed adroitly in 
procuring men eminently skilful in the 
art of engineering, and equally DiiXTROUs 
in the manual ufe of fuch machines j — for 
let a fellow be as clever as he can, with- 
out practice no perfon will arrive at being 
neat-handed and dextrous about any 
thing, leaft of all in matters where compli- 
cated machinery is in quj^ftion : I have there- 
fore little opinion of thofe contrivances and 
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modem inventions to prevent fire or thieves j 
particularly a piece of workmanfliip once 
fhewn me of a ladder and fire engine com- 
bined, which alternately prevented the ope- 
ration of each other. — Few things indeed 
3ire more ofFenfive than thofe futile, and 

half impradicable devices to fnufF a candle 

« 

after fome new method ; by which tricks 
CLEVER fellows however are skilful 
enough to get money from neighbours 
inore rich than wife, who like the lady in 
Young's Satires 

To cat their brcakfafts will projcft a fcheme. 
Nor take their tea without a ftratagem ; 

to the contriving of which we will IcavQ 
tl^em, and pafs on to 



CLOSr, 



BRITISH synonymy: ioi 



CLEVER, DEXTROUS, SKILFUL. 



TO which might be added another 
pretty word well taken into our language 
without alteration of fpeliing, and called 
adroit. This adjedive ihould not have been 
emitted on the lift, as it will be very fuita- 
ble to foreigners, and lefs approaching to 
vulgarity than clever, which if applied to 
things high or ferious, frlglits one. We 
fay. The minifter managed adroitly in 
procuring men eminently skilful in the 
art of engineering, and equally DEXTROUS 
in the manual ufe of fuch machines j — for 
let a fellow be as clevsr as he can, with- 
out pradlice no perfon will arrive at being 
neat-handed and dextrous about any 
thing, leaft of all in matters where compli- 
cated machinery is in qu^ftion : I have there- 
fore little opinion of thofe contrivances and 

fi 3 modern 
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modem inventions to prevent fire or thieves; 
particularly a piece of workmanftiip once 
lliewn me of a ladder and fire engine com- 
bined, which alternately prevented the ope- 
ration of each other. — Few things indeed 
3ire more ofFenfive than thofe futile, and 

half impradicable devices to fnufF a candle 

« 

after fome new method ; by which tricks 
CLEVER fellows however are skilful 
enough to get money from neighbours 
inore rich than wife, who like the lady in 
Young's Satires 

To cat their brcakfafts will projcft a fcheme. 
Nor take their tea without a ftratagem ; 

to the contriving of which wc will leave 
them, and pafs on to 



CLOSE, 
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CLOSE, SECRET, PRIVATE. 



AND here, inftruded by Sir Francis 
Bacon, we might eafily bring in this fy- 
nonymy to illuftratethe charader of Henry 
the Seventh of England, who although a 
juft man and eminently conftant in his 
friendlhips, was fo close, that even thofe 
who were admitted to pafs private hours 
with him never knew any thing of his 
SECRET counfels, or could pretend his fu- 
ture intentions even to guefs at. 

Such a man is beft reprefented by out 
who walking with a dark lanthorn in the 
flight, contrives to throw the light -on his 
companions, and.difcovers their faces while 
his own keeps hid: — we muft not fuffer 
foreigners however to think the adverbs are 
exadly fynonymous. Close is an epithet, 
they will often have opportunity to give 

a 4 ^ur 
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our atmofphere here in Britain ; the other 
two would be ridiculous : the private 
drawer of an efcritoire too muft be fhut 
CLOSE we will add, or all the papers there, 
perhaps containing secret intelligence, 
will be difcovcred and expofed. 



CLOSEy COVETOUS, AVARICIOUS, STINGY} 
PARSIMONIOUS, NEAR, NIGGARDLY, 

PENURIOUS, 






THE fiift and fourtli upon this hateful 
lift are ftridly fynonymous, and stingy 
is a mean word 2 close fhould be ufed in- 
ftead aasL The other terms are often con- 
founded too, though the qualities differ ex- 
ceedingly. The laft-named prince was emi- 
nently PARSIMONIOUS even of his people's 
money, while his rejedlion of America's 
treafure proves him by no means avari- 
cious 2 
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Cious :— but Catiline, alieni appetens^fui pro^ 

Jufusy was a covetous charadter, though 

delighting in expenfive diffipation. Of all 

fovereigns Galba feems to have been moft 

CLOSE ^nd NEAR — NIGGARDLY in giv- 
ing, and in fpendlng penurious : the 
reafon was probably becaufe he came late 
into th^ pofleflion of wealth, and was 
afraid to part with what he had fo lately ob- 
tained. Nothing lofes refpedl from inti- 
macy fo completely as riches, A gamcfter 
never regards that which he fees changing 
hands fo conftantly : — his wifli for money 
is but to play with it, no care for what it 
purchafes difturbs him, the houfe of a 
gamefter is difordercd like his mind: but 
no man is more willing to let it glide 
through his fingers ; and if even his wife 
will watch him home after a winning day, 
Ihe may get a fhare of the plunder. How 
different the man who leads by choice a 
PARSIMONIOUS life in order to beftow his 

fuperfluities 
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fuperfluities upon the poor ! Such a charac^ 
ter is praifeworthy in fight of God and 
Man, provided he contrives to throw no 
difgrace upon his own virtue by an appear^ 
ance of stingy closeness, which ofFeads 
all people, though it injures none. 



^* ' * i ' I ■ I 



COLD, CHILL, BLEAK. 



OUR climate affords frequent opportuni- 
ties for thefe uncomfortable epithets, I fear 
it will be faid. We muft teach thofe the ufc 
of word*?, who are unaccuftomed to their 
ncceility: — ^yet when I faw the poor at 

Milan running about the ftreets with a Uttlc 
pipkin hung at their arm with fire in it, to 
hold their bleak blue nofes over for fear 
they fhould drop off with the COLD almoft, 
I thought our own London not quite fo 
Jiarvlng a place : however, the long winters 

there 
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there do give a chill to the blood, which 
natives of a warmer country are apt to 
think never gets thawed till May, Their 
firofts are fharp, but fliort ; and the fitua- 
tions of their towns fomehow have not a 
BLEAK appearance as in Germany, al- 
though one Bavarian foreft would fumifli 
Italy with wood for I guefs not how many 
years. In England if a province is riot rich- 
ly clothed with plantations, we think our- 
felves undone ; while the boafted fituation 
of Naples is furprifmgly denuded :-~but we, 
following the diredion of Mr. Pope, ^ccnjult 
tb$ genius of the place in ally and fecure from 
palkeith and Hopetoun Houfe all thofe 
diiagreeable circumftances which foreign- 
ers might naturally expedi from a northern 
latitude. Britifh induftry gives an air of 
convenience, nay of fnugnefs, even to the 
COLDEST fcenes of life; and when I faw 
a bright fun gild the lawn before Invc- 
rary Caftlc^ where fourfcore hay-makers 

enlivened 
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enlivened the place with their fongs, while 
they adorned it by their labours — rofes 
blooming in the garden, fi£h caught that 
moment from the lake, and ftrawberries 
prefented to us at the inn, that we might 
eat them at our leifure in the chaife— I re- 
gretted very little the heats of a ftronger co* 
loured climate. 



-r» 



COMMERCE, TRADE, TRAFFICK^ BUSINESS, 



ARE nearly fynonymous certainly, and 
ufed each for other upon all great occalions. 
England may with propriety be faid to have 
any or all of thefe — commercf, trade, 
TRAFPicK, or BUSINESS — with thofe Other 
nations among whom and herfelf there h 
kept a perpetual intercourfe. Yet common 
converfation Ihews us the fhading tJbus: 
when one obfervesthat people in business 

take 
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take a juft and rational intereft in what con-» 
cems the ftate of commerce in Great Bri- 
tain, Inhere the admirable roads, navigable 
eanalsy and other works of immenfe coil and 
labour, have fo facilitated internal commu- 
nication of one city or town with another, 
that as much benefit has in thefe late years 
accrued to petty traffick, as to trade 
in general. Such are the advantages of mer- 
cantile people taking a ihare in the condu<5 
of a ftate, which fmall in itfelf owes much of 
its dignity to the extend venefs of its com- 
merce. " For it is this firft word that includes 
all the reft, and ferves as tranfcendental, 
when we affirm that commerce alone will 
produce fomewhat of democratic manners, 
and difleminate principles of real liberty 
throughout a nation ; becaufe no man will 
trade for what he cannot appropriate, or 
turn to purpofes of exaltation in his own 
happy country : yet that democracy will as^ 

furely produce commerce in a widely 

ipreading 
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fprcading continental empire, may reafonabljr 
be doubted. French philofophy has urged 
the trial, and Europe will foon fee the refult 
of fuch experiments. Let it confirm the old 
proverb ^wdjis ejfe vclis^ and ftop the pro- 
grefs of further innovation. 

The word in queftion was originally ac- 
cented on the laft fyllable, at leaft when 
ufed participially : 

Her looks couM^HanG with the fkies> 



iays Milton. 



* I 



■iij 
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CRIME, SIN, AND VICE, 



ARE by no means ftridly fynonymous j 
for although there are too many adionr 
which include them all, yet arc the wor^ 
ilill in their natures feparate. The firft al- 
luding to our human laws, cxpreffes a breach 
5 niade 
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made in focial ties, and the necefTaiy com«* 
pad^s between man and man. The fecond 
implies offence againft God ; and the lad a 
depravation of the will Increafed by indul« 
gence into grofs enormity. Thus forgery 
is a CRIME, for example j infidelity a sin ; 
and gaming a vice : while 



-S33C: 



CRIMINAL, SINFUL, VICIOUS, 



FOLLOW their principals fo clofely, 
that even a newly arrived foreigner is fcarce- 
ly in danger of faying " There goes a sin- 
ful man to be hanged," inftead of a crimi* 
NAL J when a fellow is juftly fufFering death 
by the law, for having made falfe draughts 
upon a banker : nor clan fuch a ilranger live 
ia London even a week, I fear, without be- 
hig led to call that condufl: merely sinful, 
Which carries our unwary youth to fpouting- 
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clubs and no&urnal aflemblies^ where bdaC- 
phcmous opinions nightly fported with im- 
punity foon adduce a mode of behaviour 
fuch as might be expedied from fuch tenets^ 

although the propagation of them is not held 

CRIMINAL by the ftatCj till by dint of fre- 
quenting fuch receptacles of Gorruption-— 
thofe nefts of vlllany and feminariefe of evil^ 
called by courtefy philofophical meetings and 
focieties for difputation — the foul, as Milton 
fays, imbodies and imbrutes, till man con- 
trives at laft to ftupefy even the fenfe of fear^ 
and foon incurs by fonie nefarious deed not 
only future puni(hmcnt from God, but im- 
mediate vengeance for violated laws ; when 
having begun a vicious courfe of life, and 
not being contented to lead a sinful one, 
he becomes a criminal at laft,and dies with 
pain and with difgrace. Let every gay fel- 
low recoiled; befide, that though to be called 
VICIOUS fcarce offends him, that is the only 
epithet among the three which can without 

impro- 
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impropriety be beftowed on brutes. We fay 
popularly a vicious horfe, a vicious bull, 
&CC. — the others would not da 



CROSS, UNLUCKY, VEXATIOUS, PERVERSE. 



THESE, though each have meanings 
appropriated fingly to themfelves, are nearly 
fynonymous when applied to accidents alone* 
It was UNLUCKY (fay we) to be denied hf 
one's fervants when a friend knocked at the 
door with whom 1 happened to have ferious 
bufincfs, to whom I had already folid obli- 
gationsy and whofe vifit I had requeli^ 
might be made on that particular day for my 
own convenience. Things will draw cross 
femetimes, but this was a cafe peculiarly 
vexatious j and I have feldom been more 
provoked or mortified than I once was by 
this P£RV£RS£ accident. 

VOL. I. I TO 
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TO CROSS, TO THWART, TO OBSTRUCT* 
TO EMBARRASS, TO HINDER. 



^'EVERMORE crost and crost ! 
nothing but crost !" fays Petruchio when 
no one dared cross him : a common difpo- 
fltion enough in thofe who have had their 
own way till they feel more difpofed to in- 
terpdfe obflxuftion in the fchemes of others, 
than to fuffer any impediments to their own. 
For preventing this depravity of mind nur- 
tured by long indulgence, a little roughnefs 
from the playfellow in early youth might 
•cafily fuffice J or elfe a little refle£tion in our 
riper years. Yet fome inftrudors of man- 
kind have found, that to cure this complaint 
'tis neceflary above all to cross people in 
their infancy by perpetually thwarting 
their intents, obstructing their little pro- 
jeds for petty amufement, and contriving 

incef- 
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ificeffantly to hinder enjoyments not in 
themfelves irregular, and embarrass de- 
figns not evil in their own natures. Though 
this be efteemed however by fome wife peo- 
ple a good and reafonablc mode of educa- 
tion, my head upon the matured delibe* 
ration condemns the principle as erroneous, 
while my heart rejeds the pradlice as tyran- 
nical. 



CRUEL, SEVERE, HARSH, TYRANNTCAL, 



ARE words fo odious to every ear, par- 
ticularly an Englifh one, and convey fuch 
fmiilar though not fynonymous ideas of be- 
haviour, ill adapted to human nature, re- 
pugnant to reafon, and above all things 
contrary to the fpirit of our meek religion, 
^ which, far from infli£ting injuries, fcruples 
• even to refent them — that 'tis painful to 

I 2 pafs 
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pafs tkrough tHe lines recording fuch qua-* 
lities. Never indeed was there a time when 
tyranny was fo protefted againft : but 'tis the 
tyranny of princes only that feems to have 
offended this enquiring age : towards their 
facred perfons every harss meafure hag 
been adopted, every cru£l indignity ex- 
erted. Imprifonment has been rendered 
more severe by ftudied barbarities in thofc 
very mortals who deftroyed the Baftille; 
-while the feelings of nature have been ty- 
rannically fported with, by thofc who 
reject every other tie of humanity as ad- 
fcititious ufurpation. Irene the cruel, 
who reigned emprefs of the eaft when France 
firft inftituted her twelve peers, and affifted 
by the duke of Spoleto flopped her conquefts 
in Italy — Irene the cruel, who urged 
Jthe murder of a thoufand men in one night, 
would not have been treated with as much 
roughnefs, had fhe been taken prifoner in 
the battle, as the daughter of Auilria has fuf- 
3 fered 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 117 

fc«3 within thefe laft two years — fufferings 
that make tragedy a fport for babes. Nor 
k it neeeflary to be a king if man has a 
mind to be tyrannical : nor will even 
the example of unfeeling France hinder the 
HARSH fpirit from difcovering its intents 
even' in a country eminent for juftice, for 
gentlenefs, for compaiSon, fhewn even to 
our open enemies, even to our private ones, 
though known for fuch. Yet here perhaps 
might now and then be found a father capa-» 
ble of feigning bankruptcy in order to drive 
his daughter into t( match fhe hates; and, tak« 
ing advantage of her tendernefs towards him^ 
hurry her to lafting ruin. Or is a brother, 
an Engliflx brother, difficult to be found, who 
having diflipated in vicious pleafures his poor 
fitter's fortune, hinders her from obtaining 
the hu(band of her choice, and leaves her 
unprote£led on the mercy of mankind ? 
How feldom can kings be as cruel ? The 

faihionable fop too, the hard-hearted fon, 

I 3 that 
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that bets mad wagers on the life of a fond 
mother who gave up half her jointulre to 
increafe his income, and fets, or runs her, as 
the modifh phrafe is, againft bis gay com- 
panion's tabby cat, for a frolic ! Or fhall we 
turn our eyes to diftant provinces ? where 
the country -gentleman, jealous of his privi-r 
leges, HARSHLY condemns fome haplefs 
poacher to prifon or to exile — and all for 
what ? for having knocked a helplefs hare 
down, as fhe fat temptingly ftill perhaps 
between the furrows, and carried her home 
for wife and children's i dinner. And is 
not that SEVERE in him who argues fo for 
liberty in parliament? But Shakefpeare faid 
long fince, that 

Man, vile man, dreft in a little brief authority. 
Plays fuch fantaftic tricks before high Hcav'ni 
As makes the angels weep. 

And Hayley tells us how the modern Patriot 
{i£ts, 

"When foon at night by tranfmutation rare 
JJe turns a Tefy in his elbow chair. 

TO 
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TO CRUSH, TO OVERWHELM, TO RUIN, 



I 

ARE nearly if not ftriftly fynonymotis, 
and imply a fall of fome immenfe weight, 
whether liquid or folid, on the unlucky 
creature crushed, overwhelmed and 
nuiNED by the blow. Upon thefe princi- 
ples we are however led againft our will to 
difapprove the ufe of this; metaphor by Mn 
Gray, who breaks out in the beginning of 
his beautiful ode 

RviNy«zf thee, rutMcfs Kingl[ 

for it is the quality pf ruin to crush, not 
feize. Famine maybe well faid to/eize a man, 
for the purpofe of devouring — as a hungry 
wolf or tiger j but the elephant crushes 
his antagonift with his weight. When an 
old caftle crumbles by time, and totters to 
its &1I, how are the neighbouring fields 

I 4 OVEJR^ 



\ 
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TO CRY, TO EXCLAIM, 



ARE pretty near fynonymous in fbmt 
fenfes certainly ; but if a foreigner fpeaking 
of the London CRiBS called them the ex* 
CLAMATiONS ofrfieCity, all would laugh. 
*Tis very ftrange meantime, and to me very 
unaccountable, that the ftreets' cries fhould 
refen^ble each other in all great towns — bifl; 
fare I am that Spaz-famin^ with a canting 
drawl at the end, founds at Milan like our 
S/meepfweep exaftly ; and the Gar^on Limo- 
nadier at Paris makes a pert noife like our 
orange-girls in the Pit of Covent' Garden, 
that founds precifely fimilan I was walk- 
ing one day with my own maid in an Ita- 
lian capital, and turned ihort on bearing 
founds like thofe uttered by a London tioir 
ker — the man wbo followed qs cried CaJhxoX^ 
CaJJhxcA d'accomodar-^to the tune of bis 

own 
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own brafs kettle jufl as ours do : and I be* 
lieve that in a little time, many cities will 
be inore famous for the mufick and fre- 
quency of their cries than London ; becaufe 
ihops .there, increafing daily, nay hourly, 
take all neceffity of hawkers quite^way — 
excepting perhaps juft about the fuburbs 
and new-built houfesj where likewife fhop$ 
are everlaftingly breaking forth, and aflford 
people better appearance of choice than can 
be eafily carried about by thofe who CRV 
,them. 



TO CRY, TO WEEP, 






• ARE really and I think completely fyho- 
nymous, only that the laft verb being al- 
ways appropriated to ferious purpofes, we 
never .fcarcely ufe it in colloquial and fami- 
liar difcourfe, unlefs ironically-^for 'tis as 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 123 

we fay a tragedy word — and Do not cry 
foy is the phrafe to children or friends we are 
defirous of comforting. Tears have a very 
powerful effe£t on young people, and indeed 
oa all thofe who s^re new in the world ;^ — 
but veterans have feen them too often to be 
much afFed:ed; and fince the years 1779 
and 80, when I lived a great deal with a 
lady who could call them up for ber own 
ple^fure, and often did call them at my re^ 
queji^ the feeing one weep has been no proof 
to me that any thing fad or forrowful had 
befallen : and perhaps fome of the fincerefl: 
tears are fhed when reading Richardfon's 
Clarifla, or feeing Siddons in the character 
pf Mrs, Beverley. With regard to real an- 
guifh of the heart, an old fufferer weeps 
but little. 

Slow-pac'd and fourer as the ftorms incrcafc, 
Jle makes his bed beneath th' inclement drift ; 
And fcorning the complainings of diftrcfs, 
Hardens his h?art againft affailing want^ 

lUcc 
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Kke Thomfon*s Bear, fo bcautiftilly dc- 
fcribcd by a port equally , (killed in the 
knowledge of life and of nature. Such re* 
flections however will lead my readers na- 
turally enough on to the next fynonymes, 
which are 
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CYNICAL, SNAPHSH, SNARLING, TAUNTING, 

SARCASTICK. ' . 



AND thefe curriOi qualities (for the ge- 
nerous nature of a well-bred dog denies affi- 
nity with any fuch) although the derivation 
of the firft word did certainly come from 
him, are very near if not exadly fynony- 
pious. Yet I muft fay, that the sarcastic 
gentleman who when at club lies clofe to 
give his neighbour a Ntiftg arifwer if he 
can, will not confefs himfelf a cynic j which 

in common and corrupt ufe feems to im- 
ply 
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ply mifanthropy and diftancc from man- 
kind, rather than ill-humour when am9ng 
them. The snappish houfekeeper mean- 
while that gives fhort anfwers to the poor 
vifitant niece, and tauntingly notices 
her low-bred children's grofs avidity for 
cakes they cannot be fuppofed to get at 
home, feems the domeflick likelieft to bear 
rule in the eftablifhment of a snarling 
old bachelor, whofe reviling humour in the 
laft ftage of life drives even his dependent 
relations from the door, and leaves him in 
the end a prey to ftill meaner animals thaa 
they — hirelings and fervants, who know- 
ing well his temper, 

Improve that heady rage with dangerous (kill. 
And mould his palfioiur— till they make his wilL 



CURIOUS, 
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CURIOUS, INQUISITIVE^ ADDICTED TO 

ENQUIRY. 



THESE adjedives are not ftridly fyno- 
ny mous in converfation language ; their ap- 
proach towards each other is nearer in books, 
where the more ferious fenfe is adopted. 
The man indeed who feels as if compli- 
mented by being ftyled a phiiofopher ad- 
dicted TO ENQUIRY, is but little delight- 
ed at feeing himfelf clafTed among thofe i N- 
QUisiTiVE mortals, who are miferable if 
any tranfadion however trifling chance to 
efcape their fpirit of petty refearch, and 
more curious than ufeful inveftigation. — 
Thefe diligent gentlemen, who make anec- 
dote their ftudy, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with every body*s bufmefs but their 
own, fole fource of their beft pleafures in 
fociety, are the people we call inquisi- 
tive, 
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TlVE, and in the language of low females 
GOSSIPERS — a word taken from the fpon- 
fors to a baby at his baptifm — becaufe 
mucli chat is fuppofcd to be going forward 
at a chriftening, iNQinsiTivE they cer- 
tsdnly muft be, as to obtain fads of this na- 
ture many queftions muft be afted ; and 
he who relies for reception at one houfe^ 
only upon his Ikill at finding what is done 
at another, will after a Ihort triumph run 
much hazard I fear of being (hut out of 
all. 

Soke volunt fecreta 4omus, atque indc timeri. 

And who can blame a general indignation 

felt againft the fpies of human kind ? Every 

excellence may be perverted to a defedt, 

nay to a crime, as every food may by fome 

procefs be turned into poifon ; and I have 

been told that 'tis in the power of chymit- 

try to extract a fpirit from a common loaf 

^f bread fo acid that coral and even gems 

S may 
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may be diflblved la it. — Let the Hian bom 
yfeful and infipid tremble as he. reads ; and 
fear left a genius for curious reiearch^ 
and honefl enquiry into moral life, may iS 
indulged lead people on degenerating as 'ti« 
further followed into a reftlefs and inquisi- 
tive fpirit, fatal to others' peace, produce 
tive of none to the pofleflbr. He who at- 
tends to charadters too much, learns to ac- 
commodate his eyes to minute objedls, and 
his mind too : like him who peeps through 
microfcopes all morning to view the down 
upon an infedt's wing, while an eagle foars 

over his head unnoticed in the clouds. *Twas 
thus the great Lord Vcrulam fuffered his fer- 
vants to plunder clients with impunity, 
while he diverted himfelf with watching the 
many changes in a thief's complexion, and 
valued himfelf on knowings at whatever dif- 
tance, the looks of a creditor, a borrower, 
a lover or a pimp. 



DANGBR^ 
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fcfe3 within thefe lafttwo years — fuffermgs 
that make tragedy a fport for habes. Nor 
is it neeefiary to be a king if man has a 
mind to be tyrannical : nor will even 
the example of unfeeling France hinder the 
HARSH fpirit from difcovering its intents 
' even in a country eminent forjuftice, for 
gentlenefs, for compaffion, Ihewn even to 
our open enemies, even to our private on«es, 
though known for fuch. Yet berc perhaps 
might now and then be found a father capa«> 
ble of feigning bankruptcy in order to drive 
his daughter into tt match ihe hates; and, tak- 
Ing advantage of her tendernefs towards him^ 
hurry her to lafting ruin. Or is a brother, 
an Englifh brother, difficult to be found, who 
having diflipated in vicious pleafures his poor 
fifter's fortune, hinders her from obtaining 
the t^lband of her choice, and leaves her 
unprotefted on the mercy of mankind ? 
How feldom can kings be as cruel ? The 

faihionable fop too, the hard-hearted fon^ 

I 3 that 
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capable of fublime imagery, and majeftic 
loftincfs when ufed in poetry, Collins*^ fine 
verfes juft now quoted are a proof. Subfti- 
tute any of the other words for it, you con- 
vert the paffage into deformity, bccaufe they 

will not, as that does, admit perfonification. 



DEFINITION AND DESCRIPTION 



COME next, and upon their fynonymy 
we did touch lightly in the preface to this 
book. It is however indifpenfable that they 
fhould be kept apart, a genus and difference 
being the two effential and neceffary parts 
of a DEFINITION ; for which reafon we 
might define the word definition itfelf 
to mean the description of a thing by 
its genus and difference, becaufe things arc 
much more ufually defcribed by their ad- 
juncts or caufes, and thofe abundantly ferve 

for 
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For pc^Iar information. Here too we may 
ftop a moment with advantage, to tell our 
foreign readers, that the moft awkward and 
vulgar people commonly defcribe by caufes, 
while eloquent and polite fpeaJcers are care- 
iiil to avoid fuch groffnefs ; choofing rather 
to dwell upon the adjunds of the thing de- 
icribed For example : If we fpeak of a 
dejedion vifible in the countenance, contor- 
tions of the limbs, with weeping eyes and 
a violent crying out of the voice, our hear- 
ers readily from thefe melancholy ad- 
juncts conclude that we are defcribing 
pain ; and know that nothing higher than 
a brutal fellow of the coarfeft tribe would 
fay when he faw fuch efiedls, that his com- 
panion had got a griper in his belly — ^which 
would be defcribing pain by its final caufc. 
But were we to advertife that fame day how 
the &mous Rough and Tough now upon 
fale, fets two, does three, and quarters four» 
better than any galloway in the weft rid- 
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ing cf Yorkiire, no ger::ieciia or lady, 
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colle&s it is fo named from the material 
caufe, or the matter of which it is com- 
pofed — although 'tis no incurious or empty 
Ijpeculation to obferve, that as a defini- 
tion can comprehend no more than one 
diing within the terms of its differentiating 
DESCRIPTION, fo it ncceffarily follows that 
the number of definitions in the world 
muft be equal to the number of the differ- 
ences of things, and that the objedt or final 
caufe of every definition is to fettle and af- 
certain the true and adequate meanings of 
Words and terms, without which it were 
impoffible to proceed a ftep in the great 
fcience, or, as logic is juflly called, ars bene 
ratiocinandu 



K 3 DEFORM- 
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DEFORMED, UGLY, HIDEOUS, FRIGHTFUL, 



Ml ■■ 



DYER derives the fecond of thefe un^ 
lucky adjectives from ougb or ouph^ or gob* 
lin, not without reafon, as it was long writ^ 
ten ougly m our language. Frightful 
bears much the fame bad fenfe, I think. — 
Goblins are ftill called frightening in the 
provinces of Lancafter and Wpftmorland; 
and the third word upon the lift, from bideux 
French, is but little fofter, if at all fo. De^ 
FORMED has a more pofitive fignificatioa 
than the reft ; foj we ]fXiQw not how eafily 
delicate people may be frighted, nor hovy 
fmall.a portion of ugliness will fufEce to 
call forth from afFedation the cry of hide-^ 
ous ! while hyperbolical talkers have a way 
of giving thefe rough epithets to many hap- 
lefs perfons, who are in earaeft neither more 
nor lefs th^n plain 9 by which I mean to ex- 

pref« 
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prefs a form wholly divefted of grace, a 
countenance of coarfe colour and vacant 
look, with a mien poflefling no comelinefs ; 
which quality would alone protedt them 
from * deferving even that title, becaufe they 
would then be ornamented. Thofe how- 
ever who moft loudly profefs being always 
feared when they are not allured, will in 
another humour be eafily enough led to 
confefs that many an ugly man or woman 
are very agreeable, and difglay fometimes 
powers of pleafmg unbeftowed even on the 
beautiful j which could fcarcely happen fure, 
were their unfortunate figures and faces 
oupb'X^t^ or terrifying : — it were well then 
if the Englifh, who hate hyperbole in gene- 
ral, would forbear to ufe it fo conftantly 
juft where 'tis moft offbnfive, in magnifying 
their neighbours' defefts. Lord Bacon fays 
the DEFORMED people are good to employ 
in bufinefs, becaufe they have a conftant 
fpur to great adions, that by fome noble 

K 4 deed 
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4eed they may refcue their perfons from 
contempt : and experience docs in fome fort 
prove his aflertion ; many men famous ix^ 
hiftory having been of this clafs— the great 
warriors, above all, as it fhould feem in 
very contradidion to nature — when Agefi- 
Jaus, King William the Third, and Ladifr 
laus furnamed Cubitalis^ that pigmy King of 
Poland, reigned, and fought more vidtorioufii 
battles, as Alexander Gaguinus relates, than 
all his longer-legged predecefTors had done. 
CoRPORE PARVUS ERAM, exclaims he — 

CUBITO VIX AtTIOR, SED TAMEN IN 
PARVO CORPORE MAGNUS ERAM. Nor 

is even Sandity's felf free from fome obli- 
gations to deformity — while Ignatius Loyola 
lofing a limb at the fiege of Pampelona, and 
conceiving himfelf no longer fit for wars or 
attendance on the court, betook himfelf to a 
mode of living more profitable to his foul 
in the next world, and to his celebrity in 
this, than that would have been which, had 

hi^ 
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his beauty remained, he might have been 
led to adopt. That deformed perfons aire 
iifually revengeful all will grant ; and the 
Emprefs Sophia had caufe to repent her in- 
fulting letter to old Narfes, when fhe ad- 
vifing him to retiu-n and Ipin with her 
maids — he replied, " that he would fpin 
fuch a thread as her Majeily and all her 
allies would never be able to untwift."— 
Nor did he in the leafl fail of fulfilling the 
menace ; which reminds one of Henry the 
Fifth's anfwer, when the Dauphin of France, 
defpifing his youth and fpirit of frolicking, 
fent over tennis balls as a fit prefent for a 
prince addicted more to play than war.— 
Our young hero's reply being much in the 
fpirit of that fent by Narfes to the Emprefs, 
one miglit have thought it borrowed, had not 
eight centuries elapfed between the two 
events. Thefe matters may for aught I know 
be all mentioned in a pretty book I once read 
Yfhet^ newly publilhed, and have never feen 

fince ? 



T35 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

fmcc : it came out three or four and thirty 
years ago, and gained to its author the ap- 
pellation of deformity -ffiy^. He likewife 
tranflated fome epigrams of Martial, but for ^ 
his Eflay on Deformity I have enquired in 
vain J and if I am guilty of plagiarifm it is 
a mon infguy as the French exprefs it. Mean- 
time UGLINESS in common converfation re- 
lates merely to the face, whilft deformity 

implies a faulty Ihape or figure. Fhiqht- 
FUL and HIDEOUS may be well appropri- 
ated to delirious dreams j to the fight of 
mangled bodies, or human heads dreaming 
with blood, fuch as France has lately exhi-« 
bited for the favage amufement of a worfe 
than brutal populace : but the words plain 
or homely are fuflBcient to exprefs that total 
deficiency of beauty too often termed ugli- 
ness in our friends and neighbours. That 
fuch is not the proper expreflSon is proved 
by that power of pleafing, imiverfally al- 
lowed to the late Lord Chefterfield, who 
3 had 
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had nothing in his perfon which at firft. 
fight could raife expeftation of any delight 
in his fociety: and perhaps to overcome 
prejudice in private life, and make an ^c« 
complifhed companion out of an ill-cut figure 
and homely countenance, may be more dif- 
ficult than by warlike prowefs and ads 
of heroic valour to gain and keep celebrity 
in the field of brittle. Where there Is a 
talent to plcafe however, pleafure will re-* 
fide; and one of the beft and mpft applaud* 
ed minuets I ever faw, was danced at Bath 
many years ago by a lady of quality, pale, 
thin, crooked, and of low ftature : — my not 
wifhing to name her is notwithftanding a 
kind of proof that her elegance would not 
(in her abfence) compenfate for her de- 
formity : fo furely do readers in gene- 
ral take up and willingly cherilh a difad- 
vantageous idea, rather than a kind one. 
Pope, who was deformed enough to have 
felt the truth of this pofition, and ingenious 

enough 
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' m \ 

enough to have focind it out had he not felt 
it, difobliged his patron Mr, Allen £o touch 
by thefe lines, 

See low- bom Allen, with an awkward (hame. 
Do good by Health, and bluih to find it fame, 

that he was forced to learn by experience 
how one of the bed and humbleft of man,- 
kind fufiered naiore pain by having his awk- 
wardnefs and mean birth perpetuated, than 
he enjoyed plcafure in having his virtue ce-. 
kbratedby z poet, whofe works certainly, 
would not fait of configning it to immor- 
tality. 



TO DEFY, TO CHALLENGE. 



THESE words are fynonymous when 

applied to a fmgle combat between particular 

people; but the firft verb is vaftly more com^ 

I prehcnfiv? 
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prehenfive than the fecond. Antony chal- 
lenged Augulhis to commit the fate of uni- 
verfal empire to his Angle arm, confcious 
that in fuch a conteft (as his opponent eafily 
difcovercd) the advantages lay all againft 
Odlavius, who for that re^afon laughed at his 
propofal, and with due dignity defied fuch 
empty menaces. A man whofe fituation 
is wholly defperate, may indeed challenge 
the feven champions if he choofes, without 
fear of loling the vidory, becaufe no lofs 
can fet him any lower : but who is he that 
would be mad enough to enter the lifts ? 

Our two words were not ill exemplified 
in a very different line of life, when a 
flafhy fellow known about London by the 
name of Captain Jafper fome twenty years 
ago, burft fuddenly into the Bedford Coffee- 
houfe, and fnatching up a hat belonging to 
fome one in the room, cried out — " Who- 
ever owns this hat is a rafcal, and I chal- 
lenge him to come out and fight." A 

gravQ 



1 
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grave getitleman fitting ntar the fire replied, 
in a firm but finooth tone of voice, " Who* 
ever does own the hat is a blockhead, and I 

* 

hope we may defy you, fir, to find any 
fiich fool here." Captain Jafper walked to 
the ftreet door, and difcharged a brace of 
bullets into his own head immediately. 



to degenerate, to fall from the 
Virtue of our ancestors, to lapse 
from a better to a worse state, 

TO GROW WILD or BASE, TO PEJORATE, 
TO DISGRACE OUR NATIVE STOCK* 



THE firft of thefe is the true expreffion, 
from which the others do in eameft only 
DEGENERATE, or tell by periphrafis merely 
what that verb gives in a breath : for things 
may grow worfe and worfe, pejoratins 
every inftant ; , yet if the parent flock was 

worthlefs. 
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I 

worthlefs, our firft word is no longer of ufe. 
Nero and Domitian, for example, w^e de- 
praved ; but Commodus and Caracalla added 
DEGENERAqy to every other vice : and al- 
though the natiu-alifts do difpute whether 
animals or vegetables are capable of dege- 
nerating, they are but little inclined to 
negledi their barley till it grows wilder 
AND baser, and becomes oats in their 
field : — much lefs do they delight to fee their 
wheat turn darnel, as it undoubtedly will if 
care is not taken, which every farmer knows. 
Another fet of philofophers hold a perpetual 
DEGENERATION of the human fpecicsj and 
a well-known writer fuppofes Helen, when 
Troy was befieged for her fake, to have 
been at lead eight feet high ; while the Ori- 
ental Jews hold an opinion that proves her 
much DEGENERATED, when they reprefent 
Eve the mother of mankind fo tall, as that 
when flie lay down to repofe herfelf on the 
pcninfula of Malacca, her heels relied on the 

xfland 






144 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

illand of Ceylon. If we will however be 
ferious, all things exhibit tendency towards 
DEGENERATION ; cvery ftatc before its fall 
gives fymptoms of the internal fitnefs for 
diflblution by the degeneracy of man- 
nerSy and (hamelefs acquiefcence in each 
meafure that disgraces the parent 
STOCK. When national liberty verges to- 
wards licentioufnefs, national contempt of 
good faith and priftine ideas of honour 
carries on the individuals, towards a merited 
bankruptcy : — when fcofFers are permitted 
to infult religion, wit is employed in the 
worft of caufes, and humour ends in low 
mimickry or vile caricatura : emulation, the 
beft quality for keeping honour alive among 
a great people, feels ferpents crawl beneath 
the laurel crown fhe fighed for, and fufiers 
a tranfmutation into the figure of envy. 
The kingdom of France fliewed all thefe 

marks of declination long ago to Ikilful ob- 
fervers : 

A thouIan4 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 145 

A thoufand horrid prodigies foretold it : 
A feeble government, eluded laws, 
A fadious populace^ luxurious nobles, 
And all the malaxes of finking ftates t 

as fays Demetrius in t)r. Johnfon's play, 
when his friend in the firil fceiie arraigns 
eternal Providence for not having warned 
Greece of her impending deftihy by fome 
extraordinary event or prodigy. And I re* 
member going to fee the Manage de Figaro 
when I was laft iii Paris exactly ten years 
ago, when a gentleman near me faid : — 
** Eb / comme nous fommes degbneres ! on 
prtnd tout ga pour refprtt^'* So certain is 
it that our theatres exhibit the tafte of the 
times J and if that becomes fo far corrupted 
as to produce applaufe to low grotefque or 
eoarfe allufion, it is a fign we arc degene- 
rating apace. 



VOL. T. L DEGRA- 
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ifland of Ceylon. If we will however be 
ferious, all things exhibit tendency towards 
DEGENERATION ; cvcry ftatc befdre its fall 
gives fymptoms of the internal fitnefs for 
diflblution by the degeneracy of man- 
ners, and (hamelefs acquiefcence in each 
meafure that disgraces the parent 
STOCK. When national liberty verges to- 
wards licentioufnefs, national contempt o£*^ 
good faith and priftine ideas of honour 
carries on the individuals, towards a merited 
bankruptcy : — when fcofFers are permitted 
to infult religion, wit is employed in the 
worft of caufes, and humour ends in low 
mimickry or vile caricatura : emulation, the 
beft quality for keeping honour alive among 
a great people, feels ferpents crawl beneath 
the laurel crown fhe fighed for, and fufiera 
a tranfmutation into the figure of envy. 
The kingdom of France ihewed all thefe 

marks of declination long ago to (kilful ol>- 
fervers : 

A thouIan4 
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all paflioils, and harder to vanqulfh than an« 
ger, love, or fear : Tb^y^ as a great divine 
fomewhere obferves, fly to mankind for re- 
drefs of grievances ; while fenfe of DEGRA- 
bATlON,^^^?^, iCits fromihtm^ and makes 
an eye as fharp as a'fword. Shame's bad 
eftate is feen in this, that its hope and felicity 
lies fo very low as to make night and obli« 
vion^ which are the terror of others, his wifh, 
his yyj—fallere et effugere eji triumpbus. 
Human nature has however in thefe lail 
days been fliewn a bright example of a fuf* 
fering monarch, whofe defcent from the 
throne was more glorious than almoil any 
king*s accefllon ; affording proof that de- 
privation OF DIGNITY but afFedls the 
eye, while increafe of juft cftimation fweUs 
every heart, and makes us, while we lament 
the DiVBSTiTURB of one who bore and loft 
his faculties fo meekly, confefs at leaft that 
Chriftian lowlinefs, and virtuous defire of 
imitating his keavenly Mailer, could fupport 

L 2 a princess 
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a prince's foul even under the moft humili* 
ating DEGRADATION. If this is thought 
contradidory to what I have aflerted under 
the article blameless^ want of refledion 
alone infplres the criticifm. I praife not 
Louis Seize as a fovereign, for defertmg his 
pod and yielding his power to a tumultuous 
rabble, whom he was bom to govern, not 
comply with ; — leaft of all when fuch com- 
pliance could but produce tbcir ruin. I praife 
him as a man^ and admire his behaviour 
in prifon at the Temple, not Verfailles. The 
refignation or rather derelidtion which carr 
ried him from thence to Paris was falfe not 
true patriotifm. " A king infpircd with real 
love of his country is, as Lord Bolingbroke 
exprefles it, ineftimable : becaufe he, and he 
alone can fave a. ftate \i<rhofe ruin is far ad- 
vanced ; but 'tis by his dignity and courage 
he muft fave it, not his degradation^ The 
tltmoft that a private man can do, who re^ 
mains untainted by general contagion, is to 
^ -■ - - keep 
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keep the fpirit of virtue alive in his own and 
parhaps a few other breads ; to proteil againft 
whpt he cannot hinder, and claim what he 
cannot recover; and if the king makes him«' 
felf a private man, be can do no more: 
whereas from the teyftone of the building 
we cxped that which alone can reftore it tot 
firmnefs and folidity.'' Such was' St. John'tf 
idea of a patriot king-r-how unlike to the 
jnad dodrines held in France ! 



TO PEROGATE, TO LESSEN THE VALUE 

OF^TO DISPARAGE. 



THESE verbs are nearly fynony-. 
mous, only the firil requires an ablative cafe 
after it, the laft an accufative ; the middle 
one is a circumlocutory phrafe. An ex« 
ample might eaiily be made to run thus, con^^ 
lied:ing in fome meafure this article with the 

L 3 preceding* 
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preceding. When Bolingbroke gave the 
world his idea of a patriot king, the author 
was well known to be a man much difa& 
feded to the then prcfcnt government, loofe 
in his principles, and a profefTed contemner 
of the Chriftian fyftcm ; yet could he find 
no purer model of true patriotifm in mo^ 
narchic life than our glorious queen Eliza^ 
beth, whom he holds forth as a pattern of 
princely excellence. Since xthasbeenthcmodc 
however to disparage royalty, all the petty 
pens have been blunted with endeavours to 
LESSEN THE VALUE OF her kingly virtucs, 
and DEROGATE from her underftanding by 
charging her with weaknefs in imagining 
herfelf handfome, merely becaufe fhe wifhed 
if poiHble to add the influence of a woman 
to the authority of a fovereign : while the 
noble writer juft mentioned, whom all man« 
kind confLder as a confummate politician, 
faw clearly, and fays in her praife bold-* 
ly, " that fhe had private friendfhips and 

ac knowr 
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acknowledged favourites, but that flie never 
fufiered her friends to forget flie was their 
queen, and when her favourites did, fhe 
made them ftcl that fhe was fo ; for (adds 
he) decorum is as ncceflary to prcferve the 
efteem, as condefcenfion is to win the af- 
fetSiions of mankind* Condefcenfion how- 
ever in its very name and eflence implies 
fuperiority. Let not princes flatter them- 
felves therefore ; they will be watched in 
private as much as in public life ; and thofe 
who cannot pierce further, will judge of 
them by the appearances they Hull exhibit 
in both. As kings then, let them never 
forget that they are men ; as men, let them 
©ever forget that they arc kings." 



L 4 DESPONp* 
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DESPONDENCY, HOPELESSNESS, DESPAIR, 



FORM a fort of heart-rending climax 
rather than a parallel — a climax too which 
time unhappily fcarce ever fails of bringing 
to.perfedion. The laft of the three words 
implies a fettled melancholy I think, and 
is commonly fucceeded by fuicide — ^Very 
abfurdly — fure; as our country, where 
'tis aflerted the fin of felf- murder jnoft ob- 
tains, is the country whence hopeless- 
JN^ESS is more completely banifhed, than 
from any region under heaven. 

So many viciflitUdes of fortune, fo many 
changes, fo many chances to repair a 
broken property occur in England, that a 
man is blameable here even for despond- 
ency — unpardonable if he gives way to 
DESPAIR: while fentimental diftrefs is 
perhaps harder to endure here than in fe- 
X • veral 
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veral places, and female refentment may 
be reafonably high in proportion as 'tis 
fatal. A woman deferted by her lover is 
not in fear of being forfaken by the berdy 
in cities where lefs obfervation watches the 
conduct of focial life ; but while her name 
is bandied about by every mouth, her fi- 
gure caricatured in evory print-fiiop of Lon^ 
do/tj Poor Olympia (fay we) has appeared 
to be in a ftate of grievous dejection, end- 
ing in fad despondency indeed, fince 
her lover's open apd ungenerous defertion : 
his recent marriage with a lady' inferior in 
every thing but fortune^ might have been 
expedted to cure her long permitted paffion, 
by fhewing her at length the hopelessness 

of being his. But a friend called at my 
houfe to-day, and told the fervants, that . 
the news coming abruptly when her 
nerves were already in a fhattered ftate, and 
her weak health finking apace under the 
firft blow ; — this aggravation of an unpro- 
voked 
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voked injury threw her by its narration 
into a fit of despair, from which the 
worft confequenccs may be expeded. 



-c«- 



-I— *« 



PJSCOURSE, TALK, CHAT, CONFERENCE, 
AKD CONVERSATION, 



THESE fubftantiTes, if not quite fyno- 
nymous, are at leaft very clofely allied ; al- 
diough the verbs which derive from them 
Ijpread wider and keep a greater diftance. 
For we converse together familiarly, we 
CONFER ,ferioufly; while chatting 
means mere firivolous and good-humoured 
intercourfe to amufe ourfelves and our 
companions at fmall mental expence. A 
clufter of petty fentences might eafily be 
formed fo as to bring the five fubftantlves at 
the head of this article clofe together— and 

3 even 
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fven in fomc way conned tljcm vith the 
laft. 

EXAMPLB. 

In order to facilitate the good office, 
which although painful I had taken uppn 
xnyfelf as a duty, namely, the reconciling 
of my brother and his wife, who I under- 
ftood were on the very verge of parting, 
and had not fpoken to each other for a fort- 
night paft, I thought it right in the lirft 
place to obtain a conference with him 
in private j and having gathered not with- 
out difficulty, from his repugnance to all 
DISCOURSE upon the fubjedt, that after all 
his loud complaints lail winter, and more 
unpleafing fuUenriefs the beginning of this 
year, there was in faS nothing to lament 
at laft, but her extravagant turn and info* 
lent temper, qualities which however infup- 
portables to an Englilh hufband, caqnot in*- 
jure female delicacy to be even openly pro* 
tefted ajgainft, and complained of; I chofa 

%o 
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to hold my puipoied talk with the lady, 

iij company of her own particular frieiwls^ 
and above all^ her father ; that fo no mif^ 
reprefentations might be made of my beha- 
viour; and during the courfe of fuch a 
CONVERSATION, I doubted not, could I 
once get them in familiar chat, that the 
whole truth might be obtained, and a final 
end put to thefe domeftic feuds, that have 
fo difgraced my brother*s choice, and made 
me daily and deeply regret his leaving the 
tender Olympia for tjiis haughty dame; 
who brought a larger fortune certainly, but 
with it fuch a train of pretenfions as would 
Xxsi, a larger income to fuppor^ 



DISMAL, 
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DISMAL, GLOOMY, MELANCHOLY, 
SORROWFUL, DARK, 



ARE words which excite a train of 
ideas fo mournful^ we will hope they can 
fcarcely^all be predicated of any place ex- 
cept a prifon, of any fituatioii unlefs that 
of the Royal Family in France, of any 
event if it be not fome recent one in that 
diftraifted nation.— When their ftory is told 
however in future converfation, and horror 
fits on the fad liftener's looks ; the relater 
will be at liberty to dwell either on the 
blacknefs of thofe crimes which pregnant 
with cruelties, and fulminating death all 
around them, conftitute a clufter of ill-ar- 
ranged but DISMAL fcenes J — orelfe on the 
pale countenances of parting friends — pa- 
rents— fillers — children — torn from the em- 
braces of their partners in a£Bi£tion, and 

plunged 
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plunged in filcnt, MEiANCHOLY woc^ 
Then — while the sorrowful audience, 
with attentive anguilh watching the cata* 
ftrophe, hope that the gloomy prcfpcfl: 
yet may clear — fome DARK confpiracy 
thickens in the back-ground^ and adds ob-* 
fcurity, which alone could heighten fuch 
dijirefs. 



u ; 



DISSOLUTE, LOOSE, UNRESTRAINED, 

RIOTOUS. 



mtt ■ 



IN this fynonymy I fhould expe<3: to 
find the beft reafons, and the caufes moft 
likely to produce thofe calamities which in 
our laft article were fo juftly lamented ; for 
not with more certainty do the hot and cold 
fits of an ague fucceed each other than doe^ 
a long feries of melancholy hours,- and 
thoughts, follow hard upon a courfe of 

DISSO- 



BRITISH synonymy; 159 

DISSOLUTE living, Sitkd LOOSE manneis. 
The laft word is not exadly fynonymous* 
with the other three ; for although the 
perfoa who reiifts all order, and infifts on 
leading an unrestrained life, commonly 
does breakout into a riotous condu^; 
he may from the fame principle fink into 
floth, and melt in mere volaptuoufnefk, 
when all ties that held him to duty and de- 
corum are diflblved. — ^This however de- 
pends merely on the date of his health and 
nerves ; for when principle is removed, in- 
ftindl muft govern : and let us recoUeS that 
in man to whom reafon was given, and re- 
ligion revealed, the quality of indin^ is 
much lower than in brutes, where that 
alone was bcftowed as fu£icient guide. — - 
No man could find his way home, like his 
loft fpaniel, without a tongue to enquire it ; 
no man could find the methods of efcapc 
which prefent themfelves to a courfed hare, 
when fhe turns ihort in the middle of a 

ftccp 
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ftcep declivity, and by fo doing difappointi 
the dog, whofe impetuous fpeed and length 
of body hurry him as it were over her, 
down to the very bottom; while flic 
mounting the hill, dips oti the other fide it^ 
and is fafe. But human creatures unre- 
strained become not brutes — they be* 
come fomething worfe; as milk turns to 
poifon if put out of its courfe, and inftead 
of being fwallowed by the mouth, is injed- 
ed into the veins. — Liberty does the fame — 
fo does every thing. The fun, which af* 
fords light, and heat, and comfort to oUr 
fyftem, fixed as it is on high, in its due 
place — becomes when loosened from its 
orb, a comet flaming through the void, and 
firing every thing it meets with on the 
Way* 



felSTEM- 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. i6i 



DISTEMPER, MALADY,. DISEASE, DISORDER, 

INDISPOSITION- 



FOREIGNERS if not warned— eras 
they always call iXr-i-advertifcdy are apt to 
ufe the fecond of thefe words too frequent- 
ty, being feduced away from the others by 

its derivation. It has however a found of af- 
fed:ation with it when pronounced on flight 
occafions, as distemper conveys (I know 

■ 

not very well why) a grofs idea; while 
MALADY feems a phrafe now wholly book- 
ifh — although we do fay that Hortenfia 
fince the fmall pox has laboured under an 
INDISPOSITION fo conftant, that her friends 
fear it will at laft end in an incurable dis- 
ease. Such disorders are indeed lefs 
dreadful than that contagious one, which, 
before the ufe of inoculation was known, 
kept half the men and almoft all the women 
YOL. !• . M in 
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m 

In perpetual terror, and may be juftTy 
ranked among the moft horrible complainb 
and dangerous maladies incident to hu« 
man nature : nor can we eafily be excufed 
the fin and folly of carrying it' to countries 
where *tis yet unknown^ making depopula- 
tion the fad coufequence of diicovery. 



DROLL, COMICAL, GROTESQUF, 



THE lirft of thefe words was long ufed 
ill our language as a fubibntive, but grows 
obiblote as fuch in ccnveiijiicn, where it 
takes the FrenArh fenl'e now ex2%ilv, and u 
fvnonvrr.ous to everv erithet tkic expreffes 
coorfe niinh liiveiled of 2!! c:c:2irv, arid 
f.tteit tor buSvus. Scnxe time izo it was 
la vX"*n:tjr.: lemce a> a vero ; rut iz rhdc 
d:ivs we Jo nrr iliv a n^j^n r3:ciis rron 
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is when he fo entertains the company. I 
would obferve, that people met together on 
purpofe to laugh, and to be wantonly or 
idly merry/ fliould at leaft be attentive in 
the choice of fubjedis to exert their fancy 
upon ; as nothing is more eafy than to be 
COMICAL, if the imagination is permitted 
to excite grotesque images upon topicks 
particularly grave, and rationally ferious : — 

and I trail it is for that very reafon thefe 
D^OLL gentlemen commonly choofe thofe 

fubjedts for ridicule — becaufe the very op- 
pofition fuffices to create the merriment, at 
flight expence of humour, wit, or learning, 
in fuch talkers ; who by mere knowledge 
of the clear obfcure in converfation, force 
out ftrong and immediate efFedt, with little 
or no merit. — Lefs innoceiit atxd not more 
valuable to thofe that excel in letters, life 
and languages are fuch pretenders, than is 
the Panorama viewed by painters — a mere 
deception, ad captandum "vulgus. We muft 

M 2 confefs 
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confefs, however, that neither vulgar nor 
elegant minds are diverted with the fame 
kind of DROLLERY in different countrie5, 
where whatever is *,merely comical de- 
pends much lipon the habits of life ; and 
the famous ftory of Italian humour will 
fcarce make an Englifh reader laugh per- 
haps, although 'tis a fort of ftanding joke 
with them. I will infert it, becaufe to many 
of my country people it may poffibly be 
new, and is certainly the fairert fpecimen 
of GROTESQUE manners in a nation that 
admits of infinite familiarity from fervants 
and low dependants, fuch as obtained in 
England a century ago, when the confe- 
q*iences of fuch kind of behaviour were not 
as they would now be, deftrudive to deco- 
rum, and even dangerous to fociety. *' A 
hoble Florentine then had ordered a crane 
for dinner J but his cook's fweetheart coming 
in hungry, he cut off a leg for ber^ and 
fcnt the bird to taUe with but one: hi^ 

mafter 
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« 

the DROLL cook COMICALLY, this is not 
fair: — you never cried IIoo boo to the 
crane upon our difh, or who knows but he 
might have produced two legs as well as 
thefe? 



TO DROP, TG FALL, TO TUMBLE, TO SINK 

SUDDEiNLY. 



THESE neuter verbs are not fynony- 

mous; becaufc although whatever droIps 
muft in fome meafure fall, yet every thing 
that FALLS does not neceflarily drop. A 
man climbed a tree in my orchard yefterday, 
for example, where he was gathering apples ; 
having miffed his footing, I faw him, after 
many attempts to fave himfelf by catching 
at boughs, &c. fall at length to the 
ground — the apples dropped out of his hand 

1 on 
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<)n di6 *firft nW)iil^iA of his ffipping. To 
SiNk s:nDi>fiN|:^v,li£&f imjpliiestliat he FBLL 
in water, urilefew* i|)eak of foch an earth- 
quake as ohc6 dSftroy^ the bfejaufiful town 
of Port Royal in Jaibaka, when the ground 
cleaving into many ^ures, people sunk 
jsr on the fuddeh ; fbbie breaft-high, others 
-entirely but of fight. To tumble is an 
adl df^ odd ptfedfpitancy, and often means 
Vokifitary falls- endured, or eluded by 
fearlelsnefs arid* adroit agijity : 'tis then a 
verb adive, a trick piayed to get money, 
and fhew the powers of humanity at an 
cfcape, as in feats of harlequinery ; or the 
ftrange thing done many years ago by Gri- 
maldi, a famous grotefque dancer, eminent 
for powers of this kind, at the Meufe Gate 
in London ; where having made a mock 
quarrel, and ftripped himfelf as if intending 
to fight, previoufly collecting a fmall circle 
to fee the battle, he fuddenly fpning over 
his antagonifts and fpedators' heads, and 

M4 TUM- 
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TUMBLING round in the air, lighted on his 
legs and ran away — leaving the people to 
gape. When the well-known BufFo di 
Spagna, or Spaniih buffoon, who delighted 
to frequent fuch exhibitions, was aflced 
what perfon he thought to be the firft i um- 
BLER in the world- he archly replied, 
" Marry, firs, I am of opinion that 'twas 
Lucifer \ for he tumbled fiift, and tum- 
bled furthefl too ; and yet hurt himfelf fo 
little with the fall, that he is too nimble 
for many of us to efcape him yet/' 



DROWSY, SLEEPY, INCLINED TO SLUMBER. 



^r 



OF thefd lazy adjedtives, the firfl is mofl 
poetical I think, the fecond mofl familiar, 
and the third mofl proper, if we fpeak fe-- 
rioufly of a perfon difpofed. to lethargic ha- 
bits, and labouring under preternatural in-* 

clinatioa 
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clination to slumber. The Palace of Sloth, 
in the Lutrin de Boileau, affords more va- 
riety of thefe leaden epithets than one would 
have thought could have been brought to- 
gether ; and the laft line remains yet in pot 
feffion of unattainable excellence, Ypite of 
ali efforts to imitate and furpafs it, when the 
goddefs, 

\ Lafle dc parlcr, fuccombant fous 'effort, 

Soupire, etend les bras, lerme Toeil, & s'endort 

Our Dr. Garth, it is true, in his Difpenr 
fary, has introduced King William's praifes 
as deftrudiive of sleei^iness, after the 
French poet — they want however the grace 
of novelty. Pope's lines in the Dunciad 
are better, when Dulnefs proclaims a re- 
ward to thofe who could keep their eyes 
open while fome ftupid books were to be 
read by dt^Bny fouls with a uniform mono- 
tony of voice, and fays, 

If 
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. If there be man wlio o'er fuch works can wake, 

■ 

Sleep's all-fubjuing pow'r who dares defy. 
And boaft t/lylles' car with Argus' eye ; 
• To him we grant oiir ampleft pow'rs to fit 
Judge of all prrf^t, paft, an d futinrc wit. 
Then mount the clerks, and in one lazy tone 
Thro' the long heavy painful page drawl on ; 
Soft creeping words on words the fenfe compofc. 
At every line they ftretch, they yawn, they dofe; 
And now to this fide, now to that they nod. 
As verfe or profe infufe the drowsy god. 

But I will haften to conclude a fynonymy 
fo oppreflive, left in an evil hour my own 
book prove one of her favourites. 



DRUNKENNESS, INTOXICATION, EBRIETY^ 



■MMMtti 



A N odious lynonymy to women, and 
foreigners from climates wliere the coun- 
try's warmth needs no additional or fa£ti- 

tious 
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tlcus fk^. It 18 meantime a melancholy 



ifiedtion which we read in Salmon^a Ga- 
Tfitteer — a book fomewhat too haftily thrown 
by — how the inhabitants of almoil every 
country poffefs fome plant become peculiarly 
dear to th^m, for its powers of producing 
• iNTOXrc ATiON, — The vine, the poppy, arc 
not always ufed as cordials or paregoricks^ 
but a temporary DRUNKENNESS, or durable 
JJBRIETY, are the effedls propofed. Nor is 
the hrutc creation unwilling to participate 
in the vices of humanity. A game cock 
will eat toaft dipt in ilrong beer with infi- 
nite ddight, as feeders know full well, when 
they inftigate the noble creature to his ruin ; 
and the cuftom of giving an elephant opium 
balls when he goes out to war, has always 
been known in the Eaft, where that drug 
gives heightened fpirits, not inclination to 
flumber as here : — perhaps becaufe tJbere 
they poffefe the pureft parts of a juice flow- 
ing fpontaneoufly from the wounded plant ; 

while 
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ivhile we are contented with the meconium 
produced by beating and fqueezing the leaves 
and ftem, and draining the dregs off for ufc. 
In countries however where neither betel, 
nor coculus Indicus, no deleterious* vegeta- 
ble can be found — Man, unable or unwill- 
ing to endure refledion upon his own ex- 
iftence, afraid of his reafon, and defirous 
to drown it — as fays the old book of rela- 
tive geography — finds out a method of 
making himfclf drunk, by being placed 
upon his head by his companions, who twirl 
him round and round, while he flopping up 
both his ears with his fingers becomes as 
he wiflied intoxicated. 



. s 



DUBIOUS, DOUBTFUL, UNCERTAIN. 



ADVERBS, or adverbial adjeftives, very 
mcarly fynonymous, of which the firft was 

moft 



.BRITISH SYNONYMY. 173 

moil ufed in converfation till about twenty- 
five or thirty years ago, when a popular 
though paltry drama, by putting it ill pro- 
nounced into a clown's mouth, rendered it 
lidiculous ; and people grew afraid of utter- 
ing the word, left ludicrous ideas fhould be 
fuddenly excited, and turn as we fay the 
laugh againft him who fpoke, by forcing 
the image of their favourite buffoon upon 
the company. Such mean impreflions how- 
ever wear away by time, leaving only th^ 

half-effaced head and fool's cap ,to puzzle 
antiquarians ; when the motto growing u N- 
CERTAiN, leaves the ill-expreffed face of 
very doubtful original, and inclines con- 
noiffeurs to be dubious in naming the 
coin. Johnfon relates a fimilar accident to 
have been the theatrical death of Thom- 
fou's Sophonifba. Slight caufes will operate 
on the mere tafte of pleafure ; yet we may 
not unreafonably pity the author who is 
pommeled down thus with a farthing candle, 
c as 
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as I have heard Dr. Goldfmith fay he once 
faw a man eminent in ftrength treated at an 
alehoufe for a wager. The manner ^play- 
ing the trick I have forgotten ; but the 
ftrong fellow was made fo fubmit, though 
his antagonift had no other weapon — and 
therein confifted the joke. Bentley fufFered 
much in the fame way from Pope's tor- 
menting him ; but 'twas a mere temporary 
fuffering. 



DUCTILE, FLEXIBLE, SOFT, YIELDING, 
PLIABLE, MALLEABLE. 



THE firft of thefe is I know not why 
chiefly appropriated by books, and even 
ufed more when writing about things than ' 
perfons; though Addifon, whofe ftyle in the 
Freeholder approaches to colloquial, men- 
tions a DUCTILE and eafy people, not diffi- 
cult 
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cult to be worked upon. I think the word 
very happy when applied to temper ; how- 
ever'lpll hard as folid wife-ones of this world 
defpil^ a fle^^ible diipofition, and take ad* 
vantage of a soft and yielding one. 
Pliable feems fomehow referable more to 
body than to mind : one fays rightly that in 
youth the limbs are more pliable, and any 
little diftortion eafier fet to rights, than when 
the figure has attained more maturity ; but 
without a DUCTILE mind, no labour of the 
teacher can produce much fruit of know- 
ledge in the learner ; who, inftcad of hard- 
ening himfelf in his own opinion with in- 
flexible perfuafion that he knows beft, ftiould 
remember that the nobleft of all metals, 
gold, 'is the moft pure and at the fame time 
moft MALLEABLE and moft dudlile of any» 
I have omitted tensile on the lift, al- 
though perhaps as good a word as they, only 
)ecaufe 'tis out of ufe in talk, and chiefly 
bund in works of art, as chymiftry, '&c, 

DULLj 
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DULL, STUPID, HEAVY. 

OF the firft upon this flat and infipid liflt 
Mr. Pope has greatly enlarged the fignifi- 
cation, and taught us to call every thing 
DULL that was not immediately and pofi^ 
lively vritty. This i3 too much, furely; 
and indeed one finds it received fo only in 
the Dunciad or Eflay upon Criticifm* In- 
formation may be heavy fometimes with- 
out being stupid or dull, I think; its 
own weight of matter may render it fo ; and 
he who conveys ufeful knowledge fhould 
neither be mocked nor flighted becaufe he 
happens to be unfkilled in the art of levi- 
gating his learning to hit the ftrength or ra- 

« 

ther feeblenefs of moderns to endure it. 

There is however a kind of talk that is 
merely heavy, and in no fenfe important. 

Such converfation has been lately called a 

borc^ 
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iorty from the idea it gave foqie old fportC- 
man originally I believe of a horfe that 
hangs upon his rider's hand with a weight 
of STpPiD impulfe, as if he would bore the 
very ground through with his nofe j tiring 
the man upon his back moft cruelly* The 
cant phrafe ufed at thofe public fchools, 
where they call a boy who is not quick-wit- 
ted, and cafnnot be made a fcholar, a blunt^ 
is fb good, that I figh for its removal into 
facial life, where blunts are exceedingly 
frequent, and we have no word for them, 
Duli<ard is out of ufe; we find it now only in 
6hakefpeare. 



li^m^m^^f^^-i^fm ■ ■■ I ^— — J»Mw— »»*»88HI 
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DUMB, SILENT, MUTE. 

■ THE iirft of thefe not ftriaiy fynony- 

toous adje^ives implies origlhal incapacity 

VOL, I. N ©r 
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or fudden deprivation of fpeech ; the othepf 
allude to volitioii : a man cboofes to be 8i^ 
j-ENT and fit MUTE in company, though 
^ot DUMB by nature — he has perhaps no-r 
thing to fay, and makes a virtue of neceC- 
fity — or lies perdu to watch the talk of his 
companions, and turn it into ridicule wher? 
he is more familiar — or he writes down what 
other people are faying, and publifhing his 
paltry farrago a dozen years afterwards, gains 
money for his treachery, and praife for his 
knowledge of anecdote — or like Humphrey 
Gubbins in the old comedy, keeps silent 
in the parlour, whilft in the kennel he is 
loudeft of them all. The laft word, when 
nt turns fubftantive, expreffes the Turkifh 
Have, who In his earlieft years had his tongue 
torn out by the barbarous minifters of def-» 
potifm to enfure silence concerning theit 
jntpgues, &c. The fecond and third hpw- 
(5V?r ar? fpm^what too nc^ly rel^t^d, thduglj 

MUloq 
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Milton does join them in a poetic union 
icarce allowable in common converfation : 

And the mute Silence hift along, 
'Lefs Philomel will deign a fong ; 
In her fwcetcft, faddeft plight, . 
Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 



AX r .'.. ■ 1. c 



PUNGPON, PRISON, CLOSE PRISON. 



CONVERSATION has carried this 
word away fomehow far from its proper 
place ; a dungeon giving no other idea 
than that of fome fubtcrraneous cavern 
like thofe in our old Gothic caftles, where 
if the PRISON is no longer vifible, the well 
remains. And there is a dungeon of 
this kind ftill exifting at Rome, where 
the common people tell us Saint Peter was 
I;ept, i^nd the antiquaries aver that ftate 
prifoners of great dignity were confined; 
neither of which fads appeared to me 

N 2 poffiblo 
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poffible when I faw the place, ftilL lefs thai 
Jugurtha had lived in it feven months. Sinco 
the refiftance which the unhappy queqn of 
France^s health made againfl a iitaatlon no 
lefs horrible, however, any tale may be be- 
lieved, either, of cruelty in thofe endued with 
power, or power of endurance in thofe en-f 
dued with patient fortitude. Meantime the 
word DUNGEON was originally fynonymous 
with tower or turret, which Bochart and 
Bryant derive from theoldChaIdaic,I believe j 
and the term TCor ftill remains in Derbyfhire 
and in Wales for high places, caftles on the 
hill top, &c. The learned may fettle whether 
that comes from the Saxon divinity Tbor^ 
who had his refidence on places naturally or 
artificially eminent ; or whether the word 
relates to a politer etymology. Certain it 
feemathat Tor is was the fire tower or Pharos 
of antiquity, whence the Latin Turris j and 
Etruria was according to fpme fcholars called 
the Land of Towers, or turrets, which is ftill 
T- ' ' ■■ * very 
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a very proper appellation for a diftridt where 
they yet abound, though no longer in ufe 
either as beacons or dungeons. t)iony- 
fius kept his prifoners on a rock j and old 
Evander, in the claffical tragedy ever a fa- 
vourite with the public, is confined accord-' 
iftg to juft coftume at the top of a fleep 
place overlooking the fea: for DtXNGE ONs 
and towers were commonly placed near the 
oce^, for increafe of difficulty fhbuld the 
prifoners attempt to efcape. And there Were 
towcts of other denominations beiide thofe 
intertded for confinement ; as we all now 
know that the Cyclops were places of this 

Idnd, with a light or fire burning in themiddle 

of the upper ftory — whence the idea of their 
being giants, with one broad eye in the midft 
cf their foreheads : while Amphutirlt^ the 
dracular tower, was by its maritime fituation 
cafily converted into the wife of Neptune, 
a'iid called Amphttrite. But enough, and too 
riiuch, concerning this fynonymy. 

N 3 DURA- 
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CURABILITY Avi t)VKAtl6lf 



•im^mtmm 



ARE cfTentially and metaphyficafly di^ 
iercnt ; yet a foreigner may find them now 
and then ufed as fynonymes in common con« 
verfation, or fancy he finds tlxem fo ufed, 
ivhen a philofopher tells him that fublunary 
happinefs is of ihort duration, becaufe in 
the world itfelf there is little durability. 
Now 'tis evident that could thefe words even 
be changed each for other without impro- 
priety, yet would fuch a tranfpofition be no 
proof of their fynonymy. They are two 
diftinfl: qualities belonging to our terra- 
queous globe and its contents, among which 
very few have tht/>ower of long continuance^ 
the thing implied by durability, a term 
merely relative indeed — for although rocks 
and mountams do certainly pofTefs it in a 

degree beyond trees and lakes, yet is no 

material 
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tnliterial mould endued with capacity of du- 
ration, becaufe that word implies eter- 
dity ; nor can a juft idea of that be ohtained 
by oi from the pei^manent p^ of fpa^e» 
but rather from the fleeting atid )pei*petually 
peiriflimg parts of fucceffipn. Sueh an imper- 
fcCt notion is at leaft the trueft we can forrt^ 
while confined in our prefent houfe of clay t 
a better will doubtlefs prefent itfelf to US| 
when fixed in a ftate of immortality — when, 
though ideas fliall multiply and fucceed each 
other ad infinitum^ none fliall perifh j but 
DU RAT roN ftiall be acknowledged though 
decay fhall be no more — an idea as difficult 
for a finite creature to comprehend as to ex<^ 
prefs. It is not however neceflary to think 
very acutely or reafon very profoundly, in 
order to deny their pfetenfions to common ' 
fenfe, who would attribute perpetual dura-« 
TIG N to a world which contains nothing 
within it of great durability — ^who fee 
all its parts in a perpetual flux, and yet ph>» 

N 4 SLOunce 
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nounce the whole to be eternal — and appro«. 
priate to matter which is in hourly decay^ 
that power of duration belonging only 
to pure and true fpirit, which not confift- 
ing of any parts at all can be feparated only 
by creative power, and that in a manner 
beyond our comprehenfion. 



DUSKY, CLOUDY, OBSCURE, 



IS the fpot we inhabit, ufing thefe adjec- 
tives in a literal fenfe, according to their juft 
and natural fynonymy: dusky, cloudy, 
and obscure will of courfe be our reafon- 
ings on fubjeds above our powers of under* 
{landing ; for fo in a figurative fenfe we ac- 
cept thefe epithets moft exprcffive of that 
which is acknowledged moft difficult to ex- 
prefs — unintelUgibility — half-comprehended 
notions qf half-diftinguifhed, indiftindt ideas,. 
• . like 
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Ijks fileitt ftadowl ficetini; by ia a tWiKX 
Bight, vfhctk CLOUDY Tlapcnir£[. conceal the 
9ioon| 2U)4 9n Obscuki cavern exhibiting 
total blacktveft it ail which convinces us that 
M9e cBJpy even partial iUuminatdon. But too 
viuch of diefe gloomy fynoaymes j^— p^ 
we to 

4PM»«i.i M ' , ■ I I III— ——I ^ I • » ■! I m m m I 1 iil "Tt?7A - 
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DUTIES, ACTS, or FORBEARANCES, 

ENJOINED BY RELIGION OR 

MORALITY. 



THAT every man has fome duties, 
and certain people have many, was neveir 
difputed till of late years, when a general 
r^leafe feems to have been flgned by thofe 
who enjoy a felf-created authority to model 
the moral world after a^jiew fefhion ; or r4* 
ther to break up its prefentfarm, and reduce 
it fo far as in them lies to its original chaos. 

Acts 
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Acts of juftice and puniihment of cnm^^ 
unmixed with any fpirit of public or private 
ttvenge, the forbeakance of which is a 
DUTY indifpenfable to Chriftians, will wtf 
hope follow hard upon fuch enormous tranC* 

grcffions, the remembrance of which oughr 
perhaps rather to be erafed than chronicled^ 
that fo the fucceflbrs of fuch men might ne- 
ver hear their fathers' horrible depravity. 
iVIeantime while they yet exift, let thofe who 
mangle the bodies and libel the natixg of 
their fuperiors far in talents, birth and 
beauty, recollect (they love a ftory out of 
ancient Greece) how Stefichorus the poet^ 
fon of Hefiod, was faid to be (Iruck bUhd 
^hile he fung or recited his verfes intended 
to lampoon the Ipvely queen of Sparta; and 
though no one doubted Helena's mifcon-* 
duft, all joined to applaud the juftice of 
Heaven in punifhing him who had certain^ 
ly no right to arraign it. 



£AG£R- 
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EAGERNESS, EARNESTNESS, VEHEMENCE, 
AVIDITY—ARDOUR IN PURSUIT. 



fc ■ II — — iBi^iMM^aw^*** 



THESE vary with their theme, I think--. 
A man is faid to follow pleafures with £A<* 
0£RN£ss^ to feek knowledge with eau-^ 
NESTNESs, to prefs an argument with VB-* 
HEMENCE, to thirft for p(ower with ambi* 
tious AVIDITY, and drive a flying enemy be- 
fore him with ARDOUR of purfuit. The firft. 
term and the fourth are clofefl: in affinity^ 
and are, if not wholly, very nearly fynony- 
mous; as EAGERNESS implies hafte to devour 
—and AVIDITY is only a ftronger expreffioa 
to the fame purpofe. All thefe may howe- 
ver be brought clofe together without tau- 
tology. In laft Tuefday's long pleadings, 
fay we for example, Berofus really fpokc 
with fuch a folemn earnestness, that as 

7 



my 
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xny opinions were unfettled at entering the 
hally my heart confefled the powers of 
oratory^ and caught his AitDOUR for the 
punifliment of crimes fo contrary to the 
true fpirit of benevolence and peace : but 
when Sempronius ftanding up prelTed the 
fame, caufe, my feelings recoiled firom ea* 
0£RN£SS fo defperate, that it feemed rather 
grofs AVIDITY for the blood of an unhappy 
feliov/ creature though criminal, than a 
zealous care for preferving the rights of hu* 
manity undiflurbed. 



ftzss: 



-r 



PGREGIOUS^ EMINENT, REMARKABLE, 

DISTINGUISHED. 



THESE although fimUar are not fynony* 
mous J for although a lady may be distin- 
guished from the common herd as a pret- 
ty womati, flie need not for that reafon be 

3 celebrated 
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celebrated as an emcnent beauty; and if 
(he does think fit to render herfelf fomtf^ 
what RBMAR^ABLB for the fuperior ele-- 
gance of her drefs^ It is by no means heceC^' 
lary fhe ihould be an egregious fool to 
every new fafhion ; altering and changing 
after the caprices of others lefs'fit to lead 
the way than herfelf. 

*Tis iaid too with propriety enough, that 

« 

Umbra is a fellow of fo little original con* 
fJrquence, that fighing to be distinguish- 
ed he is obliged to make himfelf remark^ 
ABLE by imitating the manners and even 
foibles of his more important friends, and 
by lamenting in himfelf fome errors which 
lie never committed, and ibme faults he was 
never known to pofTefe. This is like a 
child who climbs on an ant-hillock to make 

« 

itfelf EMINENT t — 'tis true; nor can poor 
Vmbra Vith all his endeavours procure to 

liimfelf any higher charader from fociety, 

but 
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but that of bemg, as lago iays, egregi- 
ousLY an afs. 



ELABORATE, WELL-WROUGHT, HIGHLY 

FINISHED, &c. 



THE firft of thefe is the elegant worcf 
which the others explain by periphrafis*. 
We fay an elaborate work ufually com^ 
mands refpcft, while another lefs higKly 
FINISHED ftealsaway burfondnefst — ^What 
I wrote fafteft, Pope tells his friend in con- 
iidence, always pleafed beft ; yet was 
Pope's peculiar forte rather correfk nicety 
than bold excellence. If however we ufe 
the firft word for a poem — 'tis better when 
fpeaking of mechanic art to take up the fe- 
cond or third. A table neatly inlaid we 
praife by fayjng how well wrqught ic 

is; 
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|s ; and commend the polifhing and go-i 
drooiiing filver plate, by obferving ths^t 
'tis HIGHLY FINISHED. It may be here 
obferved, that workmanfhip properly fo 
called is carried to its acme of ingenuity 
in England, fuperior to any country upotf 
earth — while German artificers are infinite- 
ly beyond Italian ones, who feem not to be 

endued with patience fuflBcient even to de- 
fire perfedion, being contented the mo- 
xnent ftrong ^fiedJ: has been produced, — » 
The harmony of German mufick is for 
that reafon far more elaborate than 
any thing we can find in the fimplicity 
animated by genius of the Italian fchools, 
where the efftSt is confefledly more pow« 
prful. 



« rb 
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TO EEECT, TO SELECT, TO CHOOSE, 



)«! 



THESE verbs, though nearly fynony^ 
mous, are yet appropriated in the language 
of converfation, where a lady will tell you 
that flic has no power to choose her own 
partner even in a dance, but muft wait till 
the mafter of the ceremonies has gone round 
to SELECT among the gentlemen prefent 
one for that purpofe. If he is of confide- 
rjLtion in the , qountry, and likely to be 
EJECTED member of parliament for the bo- 
rough at his father's death, fhe will not- 

w^lhftanding be well enough pleafed with 

• • * » ' , '/ 

his choice, and her mother will take tickets 
next feafon for the maftef's benefit ball to 
fliew her gratitude for this mark of his at- 
tention, and to fecure its continuance till 
her daughters are difpofed oft 



(FQI 
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TO EMANCIPATE, TO SET FREE, 

TO MANUMIT, or DELIVER 

FROM SLAVERY. 



THESE words, though all produSive of 
the mod pleafing ideas, are not for that rea« 
fon ftri£lly fynonymous : the third particu- 
larly implies the power of doing an adt with 
our own hands, and muft fhortly become, 
ufelefs ; for who can manumit when fer- 
vitude fhall be no more ? When the hu- 
man foul however is set free from all 
corporeal temptations, by the diflblution of 
that body which contains it, how will theirs 
rejoice that have from pure motives, from 
honeft and generous principles, contributed 
towards EMANCIPATING the Blacks, and 

DELIVERING them FROM SLAVERY ! HoW 

t 

much more ftill will thofe have reafon to 

rejoice, that never abufed authority and 

VOL. I. O power. 




I 
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power, while fuch precious jewels wertf 
committed to their charge ! or helped to 
bring forward this extraordinary yet appa- 
rently half neceflary difpofition in the world 
to clofe up every breach of diftindlion, and 
^ tear away the boundaries ^twixt man and 
man; thofe once facred limits, long"^i>re- 
fcribed by fociety ; and permitted if not adu- 
ally appointed \)rf Heaven, as guardians of 
civilized life ! 



se: 



TO ENDURE, TO BEAR, TO SUPPORT, TO 
SUSTAIN, TO UNDERGO, 



ARE very near to a very exadi fynony- 
my J only that the fir ft verb implies fomc- 
what of patience, which the others do not, 
and I feel too as if the laft tvas more of an 
adive quality than the others.— We may 
obferve for inftance, that tranquil and fedatc 

fpirits 
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fpirits ENDURE afflI(^ions of the mind which 
ftrong and vigorous imaginations can fcarce<> 
ly UNDERGO ; as in bodily diftrefTes, expe- 
rience has inforrhed us, thslt the robuft and 
able mariner is lefs capable of sustain- 
ing himfelf in a famine, and fiEARs to be 
Jput on fhort allowance with lefs power to 
fupport the change, than men more feeble 
by nature t — the truth is, he requires more 
food, and the lofs of it deftroys him nluch 
fooner.-— Thofe feamen who came acrofs the 
Atlantic with brave Captain Inglefield in an 
open boat, were the weakeft failors of his 
crew — the ftrong ones died of hunger; and 
it may be remembered that a woman came 
aiive out of the black hole at Calcutta— 
where fo many mefli perifhed for want ©f 
air and water. 



O 2 BNEMY, 
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ENEMY, OPPONENT, ANTAGONIST. 
ADVERSARY, FOE, 



THE Englifh are fometimes laughed at 
by other nations, becaufe with us thefe 
words are not as with them, perfcftly fyno- 
nymous. — The fecond and third however 
are beft ufed, I believe, to exprefs immediate 
and particular conteft, though perhaps with- 
out any perlbnal ill will ; the firft, fourth, 
and fifth denote rqfolute and lafting enmity. 
Thofe who cannot conceive oppofition with- 
out rancour, qr ftruggle without malevo- 
lence, muft be taught by a trifling example. 
For though Tancred was my opponent, 
fays a true Briton, when we conte(i;ed the. 
county eledion two years ago, and each 
party delighted in whetting their favourite 
againft his antagonist with abfurd ea- 
gernefs and empty paflion ; as all that vio- 
lence 
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lence and fury was but intended to ferve a 
tranfitory purpofe, I fee not that we need 
be fettled enemies for this reafon; but if 
the foolifti fellow will be an adversary, 
let him at leaft be an open and declared 
one, not a filent, private, or i4fidious 
FOE* 

This laft fubftantive is I think peculiarly 
energetick, and happily applied in Otway's 
fineft drama : no one who remembers Barry 
can forget the general fhudder when he faid , 

I've heard how defperate wretches like myfelf 
Have wander'd out at this dead time o' night 
To meet the foe of mankind in his walk. 

Venice Preserved. 



O 3 ENTER- 
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ENTERTAINMENT, AMUSEMENT, DIVERSION, 
RECREATION, PASTIME, 



I ' ' f m 



THESE agreeable fubflantives, never in 
fuch ufe as now, are of various defcriptions, 
though ftlll approaching to fynOnymy. The 
firft has a metaphorical reference to hofpita-^ 
ble treatment, and the fourth to a reftora- 
tion of the body's exhaufted particles by 
food : I fhould therefore willingly in intel- 
lectual cafes confider agreeable converfetion 
as the moft delighful entertainment 
to the mind, and a cheerful hour or even^ 
ing's chat with intelligent well-bred friends, 
the moft pleafant of all mpments-^becaufe 
fpent in true- recreation. Qne's ideas 
fpring and fhoot forth in a congenial foil 
with new and frefh vigour, while eager tq 
imbibe the communication from thofe who. 
impart it, and feel new powers rife in the 

fpul 
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foul at approach of the kindred attradion. 
Some other pastimes however muft be 
admitted, or we fhould conftrain life too 
much, and vary it too little. As a remedy 
to this evil, and in order to divert, or turn 
away our thoughts from too ferious reflec- 
tion, cards have been invented: — but as 
they fatigue the mind with ufelefs attention, 
in almoft an equal or fuperior degree with 
many an art and fcience, while the body 
is chained down to a fedentary pofture as 
completely as ftudy could herfelf have de- 
tained it, I rejoice exceedingly that gur 
Oothick anceftors have taught us in Eng- 
land, to draw the moil animating and 
manly amusement from the fports of the 
field; innocient and cheerf\il pleafurcs, 
taken moderately in our neighbour's com** 
pany and prefence, the only diversions 
properly fb called, that are at once^atural 
and rational for humanity to exi^l in, a^ 
Iprds of the creation, tQ whom original 

O 4 tqmmand 
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command was given to rcplenifli the eaith 
and fubdue its brute inhabitants, by cultivat- 
ing the friendfhip of fome,and entering into a 
league againft others, whofe deftrudtive tem- 
per and difpofition help to difturb the peace 
of thefoireft and the warble of the groves. 



ENVY, EMULATION, RIVALRY. 



THOSE writers who flatter human na- 
ture, no doubt in order to mend it, by tempt- 
ing their readers to merit praife fo defirable, 
tell us that the two firft of thefe are not fy- 
nonymous, and I hope they are right. The 
firft is however fo black and deteftable a 
vice, that I tremble to fee any elegant head- 
drefs given to cover and conceal the fnakes 
under the pleafing appearance of emula- 
tion; and am well perfuaded that one can- 
not be too cautious of encouraging rivalry 
2 among 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 201 

among childrefi or young perfone, left the 
EMULATION We excite may degenerate into 
ENVY, and left a progrefs in arts and fciences 
fhould be ill obtained at the too dear expence 
of purity and virtue. 



<' T - ' ill I " I ■ " " "^ "• I .11 I ~ III ifci— ^^n— 



ESTEEM, VENERATION, REGARD, VALU«. 



■^ — . 



THOUGH the fecond oFthefe fubftan- 
lives does moft certainly include all the reft, 
yet may they all fubfift, and are aifhially 
pfteneft found without it. 

EXAMPLE. 

Every man has in the courfe of a mode- 
rately long life, fet I fuppofe an immenfe 
VALUE upon fome miftrefs little deferving 
his ESTEEM, fome fervant who never me- 
rited his REGARD, or on fome friend who 
had ftill fewer claims to his veneration j 

but 



202 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

but it was the opinion of a wife man I once; 
knew, that the regard even of a great 
mind might be won without difficulty by. 
Ikilful people, without any envlnent qualifi- 
cations at all, merely frcMn a diligent appli- 
cation of thofe inferior ones that render fome 
perfons in the world ufeful if not abfolutely 
neceflary to others. This power is however 
better called influence, than any term in our- 
fynonymy ; though we can fcarce refufe 
them that of value, when thofe for whom 
all mankind have a juft esteem cannot gq 
OP without them. 



^^ 



TQ EXCUSE, TO EXTENUATj:, TO 

APOLOGIZE, 



" ARE verbs very nearly yet not ftridly 
fynOnymous, while 'tis furely not difho- 
nourabfe to apologize for faults that will 

4 fearer 
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(carce admil: e^siteku ation ; becaufe the 
aft of APOLOGIZING implies a half coiv*'' 
ISeffion of the crime or error, while he who 
produces falfe motives as an excufe, or urges 
fome flaw in hi§ opponent's charafter hj wajr 
of EXTENUATING the offepce, defigns that 
you ihould ftill think he was right from the 
firft, and that you fliould even confefs your 
mifapprehenfion of bis pad conduft. This is 
adding meanncfs to injury ; and very diflfc. 
rently does Philips make the fon of Achilles 
behave, when fligbtly apologizing to 
Hermione he nobly avows that fault his 
heart permitted him not to avoid, and fays 
to the lady he has ill treated, th^t 

Pyrrhus fliall ne'er approve his own Injufticc, 
Or form excuses when his heart condemns him. 

I Aould be forry this fentiment were found 
in L'Andromaque de Racine, from whence 
^t play is taken ; it ought to be that of an 

ancient 
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ancieat Greiek 00I7, or tm bQia«l| J^gljCiw 
man* 



^. ■ . . . 1 ■ ■ I ., n . * ■ , I ■ ■ ■ ^ 



TO EXTEND, TO STRETCH, TO AMPLIFY, 

TO DILATE, 



IN a. mere Jiteral £enCe thefe verbs are 
each retreating from fynonymy, or con-, 
nedtion with the others : for if gold for in^ 
fiance does admit eafily of beiing extend- 
ed, we can fcarce call that amplifying 
which rather implies dimini/hing its parts, 
even in the very a£t of dilating them; 
although by dint of stretching thenL 
forward, fpace certainly becomes occupied iot 
a longer not wider diredlion. 

Speaking figuratively of writers or con-^ 
verfers, we fay the man amplifies wheat 
]^e crowds fuperfiuous clrcumfiances arounci 

his 
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hb ftory, in order to increafe its importance 
by fwelling its bulk; and that he extends 
him&lf on fuch a fubjeft^ when he wearies 
«he readers or audience with drawing into 
kngth fome trifling fa£t that naturally lies 
dofe and low ; or when at the expence of 
folidity he dilates his arguments till they 
become difTufed into feeblenefi^ and evapo- 
rates all his meaning into air. The Queen 
of Dulnefs then fits in fuUeft majefly, when, 
as Mr. Pope defcribes^ 

Her AMPLE prefence fills up all the fpace^ 
A veil of fogs DILATES her awful face. 



^ r' ". ' ■ ' " i_^ ' _ -v^ '■'- ^ ! — ^ _!* ■■■■ . ■ ' > , i ■*• 



To EXTOL, TO PRAISE, TO COMMEND, 

TO CELEBRATE. 



■A.^ 



IT fecms as if commendation ftood loweft 
en this fcale, if fcale it is, and meaneft, if we 

laj^ 



\ 
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lay the words on a parallel line together j ^et 
I believe 'tis generally imderftood that we 
COMMEND virtue, while we celebrate 
knowledge, and that we feel difpofed to 
PRAISE a man's learning, whofe genius we 
EXTOL. Should this method of confidering 
the verbs in queftion be approved, a fo- 
reigner might, after perufmg what our 
greateft critic has thought fit to fay of our 
greateft poets, be ftyled judicious for aflert- 
ing among his own countrymen that Dodtor 

Johnfon commends Ifaac Watts with de- 
light, and CELEBRATES with pleafure the 
fuperiority of Dry den ; that he praises 
Pope and Addifon with deliberate and calm 
efteem of their great merit, while Shake- 
fpeare's general powers and Milton's Para- 
dife Loft are by him juftly and zcaloufly ex- 
tolled above them all. 



EXUBE- 
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EXUBERANT, REDUNDANT, SUPERFLUOUS, 



/ 



SEEM to run up into a climax of pleni- 
tude, beft explained by a trifling example ; 
as if one fliould fay, what I have heard to be 
ftriftly true, that travellers going up the river 
Senegal, in order to explore the country, and 
enable themfelves by experience to relate 
fuch effects as follow naturally the fervour 
of an African climate, found the grafs and 
foliage on its banks fo copious, and tfcie 
flowers fo exeefliively exuberant, that our 
failors fainted from the superfluous fra- 
grance ; while the philofophical individuals 
* of this difcovering party attributed the lavifh 
excefs of vegetation not wholly to the pene- 
trating warmth of a vertical fun, but to thofe 
enriching rains which are fo redundant 

in 
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in that country at certain periods of ike 
year. 



j^^ 



EYE AND SIGHT* 



ARE foiiietimes, in fomewhat like a figii* 
Irative fenfc, nearly fynonymous. A fo- 
reigner will be fliewn a profped from Rich* 
mond Hill, or among the more contracted 

views round Bath perhaps, with thefe 

« 

Words — A pretty country here within the 

EYE J refleding poflibly upon the ftretch of 

SIGHT required at Mount Cafhel, or that 

which from the firft mountain beyond Pont 

Bonvoifm commands thofe extenfive pro- 

viilces of France, which feen for the firft 

time create a ftrong furprife upon the mind, 

and aftonifh vifion while they reach beyond 

it. 

My 
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My SIGHT grows weak, or my eye fails 
tnc, is fynonymous in common converfation ; 
and Dn Beattie fays moft wifely, that many 
a metaphyfical diipute has grown out of the 
, affinity of thefe two fubftantives, which fome- 
times may, and fometimes ought not to be 
jifed each for other. See the EfTay on Truth, 
j^art ju. chap, 2, fed. I4 " I fee ajirangc 

Quotation only mangles books like thofe: 
they ihould be read carefully, and read 
through; and in our dsLjs Jhould ie ^oi by 
heart. 



* >— ■ ■ I » ■ ■ » 1 1 ■ I ■ I ■ i—— ^— .^—j^ 



FABLE, FICTION, APOLOGUE, ALLEGORY, 



ARE nearly allied, though not exadly 
Synonymous ; for the third though a better 
word is commonly funk in converfation, and 
the firft fubftituted in its place: meaDtime 

▼OL. I. P wc 
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we muft remember that all the reft arc In- 
cluded in the term fiction, which implies 
any tale not by the teller intended to be be- 
lieved; and among thefe fable or apo- 
logue is perhaps of higheft antiquity, and 
ALLEGORY of more peculiar and appro- 
priate invention. The firft is however in 
general acceptation confined to that kind of 
writing, which in order to give poignancy 
to inftrudlion, beftows charader and lan- 
guage on brute or inanimate beings, de* 
ducing from their fictitious difcourfes fomc 
moral or fome fatire applicable to manners 
and to life. JEfop in ancient days, and La 
Fontaine in modern ones, have played the 
trick with moft fuccefs: and thofe who 
fliould feek diftindion by the fame method, 
would gain now no praife higher than that 
of good imitators. The earlieft apologue 
or FABLE upon record is Jotham's, preferved 
in Scripture (fee the book of Judges, chap. 
. ix.) : but the Eaft was parent of allegory, 

and 
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and this ftory of the trees is an admirable 
work of fancy, confidering the age he lived 
in, and his own peculiarity of fituation* 
Menenius fcarce compofed a better nine 
hundred and fixty years after, when the 
world had taken many deeper fliades of co- 
lomring than in thofe old times when Greece 
herfelf was wrapt in a, mift of fable, and 
nothing meets us • there but Centaurs and 
Lapithse as contemporaries (fo fays Bede at 
leaft) with Abimelech or Thola, judges of 
Ifrael. When rebellious Rome was brought 
to reafoii by her old fenator's wifdom, and 
ingenious application of his apologue con- 
cerning the belly and the members, life was 
digefted into another form, and Themiftocles 
bore due fway over a highly polifhed ftate, 
though no one in it turned their eyes to- 
wards Italy, to view there the future ruler of 
the world. Our accounts meantime con- 
cerning the Hefperides, and golden apples 
fruit of thofe fortunate iflands, and guarded 

P 2 by 
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by a dragon^ may properly be ftyled f !&• 
TiONs, founded as we now hare reafon to 
fuppofe upon the ftory of Eve's temptation 
by ihtferpent. Virgil's tale of the Harpies, 
and his defcription of iEneas's defcent Into 
hell, claim the like appellative ; they were al- 
hifions to the Eleufinian Myfteries no doubts 
yet never meant to be believed or fiudied bwt 
as poetical fictions. I kno^ not whether 
Hefiod's beautiful invention of the Rife of 
Woman will be allowed me as ftriftly alle- 
<50Ric AL : if not, I recoUedt no ancient al- 
legory anterior to that, which Phoenix, in 
the ninth book of the Iliad, relates to fofteH 
Achilles, where he tells him that prayers are 
Jove^s daughters, and how they have lame 
feet, wrinkled faces, &c. 

Allegory feems in fad to poffefs herfelf 
of an excluiive mode of teaching truth by 
perfonifi cation of qualities good or bad ; 

Giving to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 

The 
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The beft our Englifh language can afford 
are difperfed up and down our periodical , 
papers, — Speftator, Adventurer, Rambler. 
The Vifions of Mirza and the Mount of 
Miferies are incomparable pieces of writing 
in die firft-named. The dory of Sultan 
Amurath in the fecond. Wit and Learning, 
Reft and Labour, are the admirable alle- 
gories of Johnfon, who faid the laft of 
tfaefe. Reft and Labour, was his favourite 
coralpofition among all that the Rambler 
contains^ 

Moore's Female Seducers too is exqui- 
fitely pretty ; but I heard lately it was not 
Moore's work, but written by Broome, who 
fiirnifhed fo many good verfes and notes in 
^e trapflattion of Homer's Odyffey* 



P 3 TAME, 
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FAME, RENOWN, REPIttATION, CELEBRITY, 

NOTORIETY. 



THESE rational objefts of turbulent 
dcfire, thefc words which have prompted 
fo many adions good and bad, are not, 
though all delightful, exadly fynonymous. 
The firft however is of no doubtful origin^- 
Graco fonU cadat — and fwelling to capa- 
cious fize, while it retains its primaeval pu- 
rity, receives the reft as tributary ftreams 
into its bofom. Celebrity is of a weaker 
degree in ftrength, and narrovyer in extent; 
and as many a man finds it poflible to ob- 
tain CELEBRITY, which Commands — and 
juftly — the admiration of his own fmall 
circle, he fits content, nor ftirs out on't to 
venture claims upon renoWn, for fcience,, 
heroifm, or virtue ; leaving the trump of 
fame at liberty to convey names of more 
importance to future ages, and regions fay 

§ remote, 
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remote. The third fubftantlve upon this 
fliining lift is ofteneft expreffive of the point 
of honour. A foldier 1 ofes REFUTATioisfif 
he lingers in his tent at the hour of battle; 
a fcholar, if he fufFers himfelf to be fufpedled 
of publifhing in his own name what was 
indeed written by another ; and a trader, if 
he delays payment too long after the ftated 
time. A woman's reputation is for- 
feited if fhe admits the other fex to privacy : 
thus we fay not familiarly, Such people have 
blackened their fame, or injured their re- 
nown, for moft probably they never had 
any ; — and for their notoriety, that is dis- 
gracefully increafed. But each individual has 
a reputation that is not only dear, but 
in our country indifpenfably neceflary to 
their reception and well-being through the 
great journey of life j and he who tears or 
tempts it from them has their ruin to an- 
fwer for* 
The epigram on this fubjedl fo often 

P 4 quoted 
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quoted in gay company, is for all thefe" rcat-» 
fons to be confidered as falfe wit, becaufij 

FAME arid REPUTATION are not fynoriy? 

mous: 

What's FAME with us, hy cuftom of our nation 
Is 'mongil you women ftyFd your reputation j 
About them both why keep we fiich a pother ? 
Part you with one, and I'll give up the other. 

This however is an unequal venture ; ^ 
man may do" Well enough without fame, but 
how will the woman go on \irhen flic hat 
loft her REPUTATION? — She m^y indeed be 
then good enough for the coward, the bank^ 
rupt, and the plagiarift^ and as notorious a^ 
the worftofthesQ^ 



^AMILIAR| 




SYNOPJIrMf. inj» 



f /^HLIAR, INTIMATE, OF EASY 
INTERCOURSE, 



^^-••■••'•■^^■•■•i 



AkE bj^iid means fynGBjmoiis : for one 

iKiy bfe tfF teiAJY INTERCOURSE with all^ 

Aiid JAMfliAR to many J yet friemCly 
Jo few^ dnd polfibly intimate — ai I cdll 
hitimatie^ having entire doaSdeiice and no 
ttiolight concealed from the object of ftrue 
intimacy---«>//i$ ncine. Lord Bilcon fays, A 
ihan who has ho friend had bed quit the 
jJiage ; and I rembmbcr a ihail much delights 
ed in by the upper ranks of fociety in Lon-» 
doii fome twenty years ago, who upon ^ 
trifling ertibarrafTment in his pecuniary af- 
fairs hanged himfelf behind the flable door, 
to the aftonifhment pf all who knew hinv 
i% the livelieft compfanion and moft agree-* 
able converfer breathing. What upon earth, 

faid oiie fit oi^ hpuf?) cotild have made • •• ■ 

hang 
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hang himfelf ? — Why, juft his having a mul- 
titude of acquaintance, replied Dr. Johnfon, 
and ne'er a friend. Cor ne edito is the old 
axiom, and furely mankind have fome claim 
on the confidence of each other: for al- 
though Bifliop Porteus fays that particular 
friendihips might be well funk in general 
philanthropy, — we mull remember that our 
bleffed Saviour himfelf loved one apof- 
tie as a favourite, and one difciple as a 
FRiBNDy for whofe death he wept too, 
though endued with power to reftore him. 
With regard to worldly wjfdom, we fee 
at once, that every perfon fkilled in life 
and manners muft be of easy inter- 
course j or he will fhut out all information, 
and foon find himfelf, though firee from 
vice or folly, difqualified exceedingly for 
bufinefs as for pleafure ; lofing befides, his 
beft hope of afliftance in a day of diftrefs; 
for the referved man muft not expedl friends 
tpfficioufl^ to fcrvc and help bimy whofe fel(- 

fuffi- 
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fufficiency in thus keeping unufual diflance 
from his equals, is punifhcd juftly enough 
by their retaliation in the hour when fociety 
is wanted, and a more gregarious difpofition 
would have procured comfort and folace at 
Icaft from company — if not, as oftei^ hap- 
pens, folid benefit. Yet though to be 
FAMILIAR with almoft all is advifable, ^tis 
more prudent and natural to be intimate 
only with one; as by expofing in various 
places the interior of one's heart, little good 
is done, and muph hazard incurred. Mean- 
time, if you once let a frienp fhare your 
INTIMACY^ policy as well as virtue feels 
interefted that he may keep his poft ; — and 
much friendfliip may certainly be ihewn a 
man, which he likes better, and you per- 
haps beftpw more willingly, than that un- 
bounded confidence which poflibly diftrefles 
him, and a little endangers you. Martial 

lived mpch in fuch an age ^ curt, and hi; 
fays J 
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Si vitare velis acerba quaedattij 
£t triftes animi cavere morfus^ 
Nulli te facia$ nimis fbdalem, 
Oaudebi^ minu8| et minus ilolebis. 



33S 



FANCY, IMAGINATION. 



Fakct ! whofe delufions vala 
Sport thcmfelves with human brain^ 
Rival thou of nature's pow'r ! 
Cand from thy exhauftlefs (lore 
Bid a tidfc of forrow flow. 
And whtlm the foui in deq)e(t woe^ 
Or in the* twinkling of an eye 
Raife it to mirth and jollity. 
Dreams and ihadows by thee ftand^ 
Taught to run at thy command-* 
And zkitig the wanton air 

Hit like empty goflamerv 

Merrick* 

THES£ elegant and airy fubftantivcs are 
not, a9 one might at firft fufpeft, wholly fy- 

nonymous* 
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tidnymous. A weli-inftiuifted foreigner 
Viii foon'difcam, that though in poetry there 
feems little diftindion, yet when they both 
come to be talked of in a conVerfation cir- 
cle we do fay, that Milton has difplayed a 
boundlefs imagination in his poem of 
ParadMe Loft-^-dranfportlng us as it were 
into the v^ry depths of etemky, while he 
idefcrihes;t3ie jourdey of Satan and the games 
of the faUea ajogds ; but that Pope's Rape 
of ^ Lock fe:a work of exquiftte fancy, 
ahnoift: emiulatiye of Shakefpeare's creative 
powers— not fervilely iipaitating Hb^ An. 
intelligent flxanger will obferre too, that aU 
though we give fex very arbitrarily to per- 
(bnified qualities — ^yct he will commonly 
find FANCY feminine, imagination maf- 
culine, I fcarce Itnow why. But 

Sure in this fliadowy noojc, this green refort, 
iMAGiNATioNholds bii aiiy court ; 
Bright JP AVOYians -hhn with Arr painted innings, 
Jind to bis fight^her Taiyingplcaixires brings* 

z The 
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The FrencK do not ftick to this rule : an 
Allegorical Tale of Madcmoifelle Bernard 
begins thus — 

UiMAGiNATioN amonte du bonheur 

Sans cefle le defire^ et fans cede le rappcHci &c. 

Our tranflator following the ori^nal de- 
fign, by making iMAGiNi^TiON feminine, 
has fpoiled the cffeft of the poem. Tis 
likewife obfervable, that fpeaking phyiicatty 
thefe words are by no means fynonymous, 
nor can be ufed each for other without 
manifeft impropriety. 

EXAMPLE. 

We are taught by medical Undents to 
believe, that fuch is the near connedtion 
between foul and body — each one feels in- 
ji^ies offered to the other with acute and 
immediate fenfibility; and as an inftancc 
corroborating this aflertion, they point out 
to our enquiries the date of pregnancy in 

parti- 
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particular; Ukewife patients labouring un- 
der a chlorotick habit, or confirmed ano* 
rexia — ^who find themfelves fubjefted hj 
thofe diforders to the force of imagina- 
tion in fuch a manner as to create in them 
new and unaccountable fancies for food, 

reje<9;ed by perfons in perfedt health, as 
odious and offenfive : — green fruit, raw ve- 
getables of the table, even mineral fubftances 
— as clay, chalk, coals, and the like, which 
foon as the complaint is removed are driven 
away, and probably return no more. 



s«rr' 



FAREWELL ! ADIEU » 



^ ^^1^ 



THE firft of thefe adverbs, though oif 
Runic derivation ac parte ^xun^ in toto accord- 
ing to the Latin phrafeology, Vale ! or y«- 
beo te bene vakre — Farewell ! and is 
applicable to whatever we take leave of: 

whUft 



V 

/ 
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whilft^DiEu! being a more modeitl inj 
toore pious exclamation, mcaixmg hj dlipfi^ 
•-r-A DiEp je votis recommandey fhouM in 
ftridne£s be applied only to imman area-' 
tures. Tiiough this rule is not rigoroufly 
obierved eitlier in books or tife, 'tis not a^ 
jxxifs that foreigners fliould be apprifed of it, 
that they may at leaft know fuch a law ex** 
Ifts, though hourly broken ; as each word 
is popularly put Jby corruption int;o place of 
the .other, by thofe very people who, if .they 
recolleG only the wcU-known fong in Han-* 
dcl's Oratorio of Jcphthah beginning 

Farewell, yc limpid ftreams, &c. 

will inftantly feel, and upon rcflc<5tion re- 
main convinced, that ADIEU would have 
been lefs ftriking there, and Icfs pathetic, 
juft for this unfought reafon — :becaufe 4t 
would have been lefs proper. 



TO 
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^O FAiBT, TO tiSE ABStlNllNCE, TO ABSTAlM 

FROM FOOD* 



I f li t 



i'HESE verbs are always cdnfldertd as 
fynonymouSj although the fedbnd is by far 
moft comprekenlive, a^ it includies a vanety 
6f mortificatioils, and implies thit we ard 
ftot billy induded or compelled to ABStAiit 
from FOdDy biit from what in this age of 
4iffipatioh 18 equally dear to ihatiy peot)le— 
^Unufemeht. 'Tis for the firff reafod that bui^ 
State, in clofe alliance with our Church, fhuts 
lip the theatres in Paflioh week ; and ^tis 
for the fecohd that private houTes double 
dieir efforts to drive aWay a feriotifhefs till 
liow fuppofed neceflafy to inCiilcatBi — Ub 
rfeligiibti forb^s to etijoih fome feafoh dt 
Abstinence, and ho fed of chrifUanity 
fails to appfovfe it — even quakers faft^ 
though by a rigid and Ut«ral acceptation of 
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$ 

m 

our Saviour's injundlon to make no paraJtf 
of their obedience, they tob us of all benefit; 
from their example — while Romanifts, con- 
tinuing the pharifaical cuftom of disfiguring 
their facts by qfbes on the firft day of Lent, 
and praying at the corners of the Jlreet^ and 
even at the places of recreation as I have 
feen them at Bologna— ^redly and ppfi- 
tively defpife our Lord^s precepts given in 
his fermon upon the Mount, Matthew vL 
That to PAST however, and mortify the 
body, is good for the foul's health, is certain • 
and undeniable. Jefus Chrift fet us himfelf 
the example, not only of abstaining from 
food, but of revering old ufages and fitted 
times, choofing the term of forty ^ays, ap- 

■r 

parently becaufe, the deluge having lafted 
fo long, that number of, days wadfet apart 
by the Jews a$ a commemoration of ijie 
event. And Mofes fafted forty days by di- 
vine affiftance, when he received the law 

he was appointed to promulgate in the 

» . - - •■ 



/ 
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%l(fcniiefs» — E^ias too fasted thjp iame 
^iap[e. The Nineyites had forty days allowed 
ihetn for. Averting God's judgmeat by AS- 

iDTiNSNCE and prayer* And perhaps aU 

if ^ 

rthefe fx)ay be typical of tl\e term, in which 
future's laft convulfions are to be included-— 
.tyhepcthid terraqueous globe ihall melt with 
JGjbdden. a^nd fervent heat. 

Form be wtapt in willing fire, 
.Tim€ be {pent, and life expire. 

Meanwhile all Ghriflian nations but our 
bwA, call that ante-pafchal fast CarSme, 
br Quarefiraa, or fome word cxpreffive of 
jfbrty. Lent is only a Saxon word for the 
Ijpring, denoting at what feafon^ of the year 
it was appointed by the primitive church ; 
fince when perhaps France has prpduced the 
brighteft and moft edifying examples of pi- 
bus mortification, not only in Saint Louis, 
t^hofe^faith v^as fo lively, that Boffuet faid 
he appeared not merely to beli?ve the myf- 
tenes of our holy religion, but that he 
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4^ed as if he had been eye witncfs 6f 
them — but in his admirable defcendant 
knowh by the appellation of the Good Duke 
of Orleans j who died in 171 2 a prodigy of 
excelleftee — who while he was in attendance 
On the court pfadifed perpetual war againft 
his fenfes, by pouring cold water in his 
foup at dinner, wearing a hair fhirt under 
his linen, and fleeping on the draw mat« 
trefs only — with a thoufand contrivances to 
ward off the feducement of fenfuality, in the 

midft of voluptuoufnefs which furrounded 
him on every fide. Even Pafchal's aufterities 
are not as meritorious as thefe, becaufe thefc 
were endured in the midft of temptations re- 
fifted perhaps by no one but himfelf, at a 
time when even negative virtue mull have 
proceeded from extraordinary grace — ^fo 
corrupt was the fociety he lived in— whilft 
rifing at four o'clock in the winter mornings 
without fire m his chamber 6e tranflated St. 
Paulas epiftles from the Greek, adding a pa* 

raphxafir 
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taphrafe and notes, of value for their learn- 
ing as well as for their piety. 

Such approaches to perfeftion — to chrifti- 
an perfection I mean-*-have perhaps never 
been made by any one family, as the houfe. 
of Bourbon can exhibit in the life and death 
of Lewis the Ninth, Lewis the Twelfth, 
Lewis the Sixteenth* and this incomparable 
Duke of Orleans. — May their virtues be ef- 
ficacious to ^redeem in fome meafure the 
wickednefs of a nation now become flagi- 
tious in the extreme! I have faid* nothing of 
A8STIN£NC£ yet as a corporeal power, al- 
Ithough it is mod certain that many animals 
are endijed with it to an exceeding high 
degree. That fbme ferpents in India lie tor- 
pid after taking in food for a prodigious 
while^ is not however fo ftrange as the 
fight of a little dprmoufe, which every girl 
at fchool, where they are frequently kept as 
play-things, can tell us, will fast in fpite 
of her miftrefs's efforts to feed the favourite, 

0^3 for 
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for many days, weeks, nay mpnths ; td the 
admiration of thofc who contemplate the 
feeblenefe of fuch creature's frame, and the 
apparent neceflity Its little body fhould na- 
turally evince pf conftant repair, and daily 

if not hourly fuftenance. But whilft the Ca- 
nary-bird dies of want in four-and-twenty 
hours if not fed, the little quadruped main- 
tains its petty powers proof againft priva- 
tion, from its peculiar capacity to ABSTAIN 

&0m FOOD. 



■«B««^ 



FAT, FLESHY, PLUMP, WEH-FED, 



WILL not however be epithets ever be- 
llowed on either the men or beafts men- 

• • ■ ■ ■ 

tioned in the laft article. The reafoa 1 have 
inferted thefe adjedtive$ is chiefly to pre- 
vent foreigners from ufmg them yifiu fyno- 

nymoufly, though very clofely istllied : be- 

. '■■■,'■•.'', 

caufe 
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lE^uie we now and then, though rai^elj^, ap*. 
fij fome of them to vegetable fubftance^, 
and fay a fleshy cherry, if fpealdng about 
one the fl:6ne of which lies deep: it could 
not however be called by any of the othet 

« 

Words — unlefs plump perhaps^-^without 
manifeft impropriety. — A corpulent man oir 
woman is faid to be fat, when we have no 
mind to foften matters — and tell them that 
their embonpoint is agreeable j whilft well-^ 
Ved is properly applied to a beaft felling at 
market. Corpulence certainly becbmes a 
^ifeafe in fome unfortunate individuals, 
Vhen every thing tends to pr^t^rtiatural re^ 
tlundance. But for the comfort of tftofe who 

* 

delight to fee mind triumph over body, we 
have the famous miller of Mleiicay in E£^ 
fex, who by dint of refolute temperance, 
or rather a ftridtly abftemious diet, did ac- 
tually reduce himfelf from the enormous 
, weight of twenty-nine ftone to twelve only, 
ft} I f ecolledt ;— thus by faftmg, and inhibit 
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|ion of fl^ep except for three hours in every 
fpur-andrtwentyy bringiog his perfon into 
the common fize of copimon mortals, and 
refuming Tf\h fituation and ^utips of lif^ 
from which that intolerable bulk ha^d for 
fome years precluded hlip. And 'tis faid 

■ 

fhat 4 geprleman of fortune, encouraged by 
having h^ard of his i^ife lefolution, is at 
this mppient determining t9 follov^ fo ex^ 
cellcn| fui example- — ^Lct not hpwevpr any 
thing which |ie dpes, qr I fay, tend tp 
approve or even palliate a folly often comr 
mitt^rd by ypung ladies, who, tp prevent 
their being palje^ fat, ruin their healt^i 
and beauty too, which bed confifts ii^ 
Bj.UMPNSsa — and which whei» pnce lof| 
can never be reftorp d» 



FAULT, 
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fAVLT, ERROR, OFFENCE, DEFECT. 

MISTAKE. 



THE ufe of theTe half fimilar, ^d fomcf 
limes nearly fynonymous fubftantives may 
perl^aps b^ taught to &reijgner8 not diikf> 
greeably by the folbwing honeft addrefs : 

If tl^n in tl^e courfe of this little vrodf. 
fome few pefects may be difcovered^ let 
not th^ FAui^TS be magnified into ov^* 
fSNCES. Some mistakes will always hapr 
pen fix>m negligence, and fome from er*- 
|tOR } but candid readers pf every natioi| 
will I^ willing enough to weigh gener^ 
pfefulnefs agsdnft partial deficiency { and 
whatever cenfure may be fufiered from 
ftiflian criticifm, one is furp at leaft to eit« 
pape derifion ; that modification of fuperiof 
rity, which hurts fq many, ai^d refp^qfis 
lb few* 

■; , FEELING, 
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rEELIMG, SENSIBXZJrr. 



THE firft of thefe words has lately fo 
(cftfach'cid Upon tKc territories of the other, 
•hat they now fe6m very nearly if not tviol-i 
1y -f^nony mow j but 'tis the age for veA4 

nouns, to increase their* confequence, andi 

* . ' ... 

from mere particfples^^fb cillcd, as every 
€he fcftoiv'd, feecatife they participated of beti!^ 
Tifatures-~ai* going forward tch become fiib* 
ifentivrt completely, md fignify 4hings-2i^ 

yfRM i^-ifeitMri taking ^p ihw^ plural nii»i» 

•" • • ' 

bier of coritfe," iirid ranking wkh the iiouh* 

.. • . • • . , 

fe^ if brij^ti^Hy' bf their ' family.' ' Anwwig 

r • • • r ' • « 

thtfe Our SpfiBLiNes have^byC^^me modem 

• • • * - * 

vrritersbeeft -called up! into the tragic drairia'jj 
•vrtiile TOey* wbijid have^ better fitted the 
iadiekin the boxe$, than to- be' pronounced 
jn poetry by players bn the flagcj w&ero 
5l?NSi?|LiTX has Iqng been in pofleffibn 
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fDf the part, " according to their Green-rooiQ 
cant. — As I profefs however to teach talk 
cnly, not language j and to teach that only 
to foreigners^-rthis wpr4 muft lefs than any 
be left out j for fpme Italians have exprefled 
fuch a prediledion for Ix. (although the de-f 
rivation. runs widely diftant from their 
Jongue and country), that I have heard 
them reft our cai:fe upon it j and thofe who 
argued in favoui of Britifh tendemefe, have 
found out that we cmild not in otir coM 
ifland be wbollj ftatues, or as they fay /i&i^ 
lofopbets^ whilft a word fignifying fuch 
quicknefS of perception filled our mouths.— ^ 
Feelings fo applied will not hoWevet lie 
gafily fpUnd in a good didionary,' 



llWJl 
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FIERY, FERVID, FLAMING, FERVENT^ 

ARDENT, 



ALTHOUGH thefe adjeaires arc prelC 
ed by turns into defcriptions of love and an- 
ger^ religious zeal certainly claims them 
Yiiih mod propriety, or has claimed them ; 
for this is a quality we ^eak of but as it is 
pafty apd has left durable efieds which 
prove at leaft the (Irength of the firft impreC- 
fion. We may fay hpwever wiUi fafety and 
civility, that the loud and fervent dlf- 
putes among chriftians in the pail centuh 
ries, have had few if any ill co|ifequenc?s 
with regard to our Anglican church, whofe 
moft ARDENT well-wifhers now perceive 
Jt has been ever more endangered by the 
mine, thi^n the battery— that under current 
Jcnown to thofe travellers who frequent the 
Rapids of Niagara, and pbferve4 tiy them 
7 ilQwly 
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Howly to fap the foundation of that rock 

which has fo many ages braved the fjiiry 

and defied all injuries committed by the 

torrent^s powen — *Twas thus perhaps the 

FIERY Zealand daring attacks of the Roni 

manifts only called forth on out parts 

a calm and Aeady oppofition, fhewing all 

mankind how flaming violence' fubfides 

like a volcano, in darknefs and in ruin; 

while FERVID warmth retains its generous 

.glow, and like tie light-dilpcnfing fua 

. bums on through time's long courfe, though 

fometimes clouded^^ever unconfumed* 



I,, ■ J ' u' ■ .u/ im' zsss: 



FLATTERY, OBSEQUIOUSNESS, ADULATION^ 



THE firft and thelaft of thefe feem con« 
fcquences of the fecond, rather than fyno* 
nymes ; for is there my one fo generous 

as 
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as not to require both, wten they feel aH 
OESEQjrious friend clinging to their heels^ 
and following in their path? I fay both ;.be- 
caufe FLATTERY may he, and often is per-» 
formed in dumb fliew — witnefsche character 
In Theophraftus, who diligently picks ftraws 
»from his patron's beard ; the ojicious cavalier 
fervente^ who carries his mifirefs's fnufl?-box 

• r * 

for her, and even fometimes her dirty pocket 
handkerchief; and the fawning Englifh 
niece, who makes . fwcet cordials to pleafb 
the palate of a rich gotty uncle — till his will 
is witneffed — then leaves him to the care of 
a hireling riurfe^ and alls her hungry bro^ 
thers in, to fhare the plunder of his fortune* 
Adulation meanvhile, which exprefles 
a kind of wdtfhip, fems a verbal infult td 
our tmderftanding : fhe true proficient kt 
this duliu fcoims^ot^o exprefs iii hyperbo^ 
lical phrafes . his ua^elt admiration ..of. our 
condudtj wit, . of beauty. The beft repr;e- 

. fentation I. ever faw of this, may be found 

in General Burgoynfe's Comedy called Thef 

2 Hdrefs I 



L- 
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JL^ciic fr; ond'tkad: I (ay lb is iieidier plaiC 
,arrB&Y nor ad^ulatjoit^ for it proca^ 
4ETmd fincece 0]niiiotii of iQ eicbdlence: ftlM 
*iefi 19 it :OJisJKQ^}Ox;8KEsi^£ar v&Hft (-copy 

•Out tbis artick tbe ingenious Alfdk>r (fioi! I 

-^ -. ■ .... . >■ 

• ' / • ■ 

FLOCK, HERD, DROVE, 



ARE in s certain degree fynonymofU^ 
though we do to the torrure of Ibreignct* 
appropriate the words fo as to make it ridi* 
culous, Ifcarce know why, to fay a flocs 
of HOGS^ or a herd * of Aeep. — A DROTil 
of oxen is reafonable, becaufe no one callA 
them &) but while they are driven : when 
feeding on the meadow they are called i 
HBRD at gcafs. A chiller of grapes, or a 
bunch of currants, are equally arbitrary ; and 

• They fliould be juft the i*everfe— a jftock of (heep 
always, ^ni ^ htrd oi twine, deer, orgoata. 

t know 
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i know no man fhat can iell me why ifi§ 
Jay a cov^j of partridge, a mde of pheafantf^ 
a flock of wild geefe^ and a drote of txxt^ 
keys— unlefs the firft of thefe alludes to their 
bting taken in a net^ and covered by the 
fame ; that the fecond means as many phea^ 
fiuits as afe fbtltld in the nidus or neft; that 
the third is only a mere aggregate ; and the 
turkeys are fo called as the oxen are, wheii 
driven along fhe roads from Norfolk to 
London. — But 'tis the fame wheih fpieaking 
iof people. We appropriate particular words 
to particular clafles, and fay a crowd of 
courtiers^ a mob of blackguards, k troop of 
foldiers, a company of players^ a fet of fer* 
vants, and a gang of thieves. When a pro* 
mifcuous throng gathers round a popular 
preacher either in church, or fields or con^ 
venticle, 'tis called a congregation j let the 
fame perfons meet in the fame numbers at 
a playhoufe, and they take the name of au-* 
dience ; at a horfe-race they htQoia^fpeffa^ 

. ' torsji 

-rt, r" 
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fc^si iiidi in ais dfembly-rooih-^the vfc?*?** 

. • ... f 
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l^IilTENCyi SMOOTHNESS, VOLUBILITY. 






« . Ait 



THESE Words if applied to converfa- 
tion^ or even to declamation, are ufed in a 
fenfe nearly if not wholly fynonymousj 
and jfeem to imply not only a copioufheis 
Vrith regaird to words, but an idea as if elo« 
t^uexice werie put in the place of inftrudlion^ 
&nd that there was more verbofity than 
matter conCerned-^Such was Pope's notion , 
certainly, and fuch -was Swift's, 



■ t 



Wdrds afe like le^es^ and where they moft abound^ 
. MilK^li fruit of fehTe breath is rarely founds * 

fays the firft of thcfe writers : yet one is 
xicver gratified by a fight of cherries nailed 

VOL. I. R ' to 
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to a wall as I have foinetimes feen diextf 
very bare of foliage in particular years ; one 
likes rather to obfervc the fruit glowing, 
through the leaves' delightful green. Pop& 
and Swift had fmall converfation powers^ 
their talent was in writing: but bullion is 
not current till 'tis coined j and the fea kfelf 
would ftagnate with its quantity of folid 
contents, did not the tides tofs it into a^ve 
motion ; while the ftream whofe tLUENCY 
preferves the clearnefs of its bottom, ci(niea 
fome grains of gold into that ocean, when 
like a ftrain of fweet volubility in talk, 
it takes up the valuable part of every 
land through which it flows^ — yet by rfs 
SMOOTHNESS leaves to none a reafon for 
complaint. 

In the varieties exhibited by humfin man* 
ners to an obferving, mind> maybe found 
perhaps fome unhappy talkers, who beiog 
copious without that smoothness of dil^ 
courfc, remmd one nxore' of the brown win- 
7 fry 
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try foliage flicking clofe to an old oak in Ja« 
nuaiy) or fullen beeck tree^ ftiff in ftale pre- 
judice that yields with difficulty to new and 
brilliant thoughts^ than of that verdant and 
luxurious leafy labyrinth which Pope's re-- 
mark brings to our obfervation. 

But Shakefpeare, when he fpeaks 6f Biron 
in Love's Labour Lofl, defcribes a truly faf^ 
tinatingconverfer; and fays. 

That aged ears play'd truant with his taies> 
And younger hearings were quite raviflied ; 
So fweet and voluble was his difcourfe.; 



I.3A 



06 



JFORGIVENESS, PARDON, REMISStOl^ OF 

OFFENCES. 



^JU 



t KNOW not whether I fliall be cen* 
Aired for faying, that although thefe words 
are perpetually ufed each for the other, they 
can fcarcely be thought fynonyraous in a 

R 2 morsel 
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moral orJiteral fenfe. Complete fo&gitb* 
NESS feems a (hade fhort fomehow of free 
SPARDOif^ which in my notion implies abfo^ 
lute reinflatement in all that we enjoyed be* 
lore the ofience was given ; and fo t do be^ 
lieve the law eonfiders it : — he who has once 
received the king's free ]^ardon mighty I 
believcy if he pleafed^ (land for member of 
parliament; he is, or I am miiinformed, aa iT 
he had never offended* Now furely roR- 
QiVENESS cannot carry as full a meaning. 
quite^ though Pope Lambertini faid it did ; 
and when he was confeffor to the queen of 
Trance, infifting on her total remission of 
cardinal de Richelieu's injuries toward her, 
which fhe agreed to — he, willing to provQ 
her majefty's iincerity, faid — ** Will you 
permit me then to carry him this ring, as 
token of that heavenly forgiveness?" — 
^^'Ob! 'mon pere^ c^eji trof^c^cji tropr^ cried 
ihe expiring lady. ** No, madam, you once 
would- "have given me- leave to carry him a 

richer 
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richer prefent : if you' forgive him, fend 
him the ring ; if* not, I urge your majefty 
^lo further." — ** I blefs him with my laft' 
breath,'* replied Mary de Medicis ; " I for- 
give him, I pray for him as for my enemy-^ 
but I will not treat him as, if he were my 
friend : what can I do more for tbem^-^Ht 
has fcarce left me a ring to leave to thofe I 
love/' — So ends the ftory, and I think the 
queen remitted his offence ; but fuch 
was not the forgiveness fhe prayed for 
to berfelf^ I truft. The confeflbr wa9 right, 
therefore; but he v^^^JlriS^ which God will 
not be J i&tf will foroive even our partial 
itEMissiON OF offences, or how would 
the affairs of this world go on at all ? Were 
moharchs again to truft detefted traitors, or 
were we to put our money and our childrea's 
in the hands of a known thief, only becaufe 
we had completely forgiven him, and the 
|king had bcftowed on him free pardon, 

R 3 certain 
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certain ruin would enfue j for we cannot be 
aflUred of his reformation, however we may 
?ngagQ our own obedience* A lighter oh» 
fervatioji ihall clofe the article. In an ol4 
play written by Beaumont and Fletcher, 
called as I remember A Wife fpr ^ Month, 
the king is poifoned \ but with circymftance? 
of ftrange hafte and cruelty, fo that the trai-r 
tors not underftanding well each others^ 
minds, give dofes of a different nature j — ^ 
which, after fprturing the wretched fufferer 
in a manner particularly horrible, end at lafl; 
jn his recovery. Other ads of treafon un- 
dertaken by the fame neft of villains,^ with 
the fame Sorano at their head, are defeated 
as to their completion J all evil projedscomc 
to nothing at laft, and the good king is 
rcftored to his peaceful enjoyment of the 
throne. There^ in confideration of fome in- 
nocent lady, fifter to thp principal traitor, as 
\ recoiled, he publilhes ari ^di of general 

amnefty 
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omnefty and pardon j— but he adds hu- 
morouflj, 

Let not Sorano (only) bear my cup. 
But fafc retiring — ^livc well in future. 

A prudent caudon^ after he had been poi- 
ibned by him# 

Poi Ic pcrdute penne 
Jn pochi di rinnuova ( 
Cauto divien per prova, 
Ne piu tradir fi fa. 

Metastasio* 



FORTUNE, FASHION, FAMILY, RANK, 
BIRTH, NOBILITY^ 



STRANGERS in England, who 
hear us hourly celebrating our acquaintances 
as people that poffefs fome one if not all of 
thefe fhining though cafual advantages, are 
apt of courfe to confound them ; while we 

R 4 refidents 
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reddents know nQthkig with more fiat^ifijLjf 
than that they are not fynonymous^ Aivi^ 
take however obtaias upon the continent, 
particularly in Italy^ that the fibfft of thefe 
alone is valued in England, where commerce 
levels all diftinftions except thofe beftowe4 
by money, or as we terin it fortune. It 
is not fo, however, nor ought to be, in a 
mixed government like ours, where the fo-^ 
vereign ftijl retsdns his juft prerogative of 
giving RAKK inviolable; and furcly the 
word itfelf implies at leaft precedence. But 
if in this iaveftigating age nobility is found 
out to be a mere bubble, blown by the breath 
of kings, 'tis yet acknowledged to be an ele- 
gant, a brilliant meteor : fo is the rainbow, 
formed by folar beams, fhining through a 
cloud, a link to connect earth with heaven, 
a gay praecurfor of peaceful days, I hope, an4 
halcypn hours : valde fpeciofus eft in fplen^ 
dorefuo^ et manus Excelfi apcruerunt ilium. 

The man who ipakes a fortune in our 

.«'•.. ..■ .•• .... ' 

countr}\ 
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ppuntty, finds a fpiurto his induflry, and 
fCompUcence in his honed gains, while con-* 

templatirig the poffibility of acquiring hakk 
for his fons : nor would his ardour in the 
purfuit of a life wholly lucrative be as ra- 
tionally feryent, were the advantfiges of mo- 
ney-'makuig to end in themfelyes, and bufiT 
nefs never fettle into leifure. No j the gloomy 
Jialfnndependent baron, y^ho Iprds it over 
^prance and fubmiffive ftupidity in his 
vaflal-guarded caftle, remqte from the power 

pf a monarch that might check his arrogance 
of demi^dominion arid tributary fway, a£- 
fords indeed a horrible idea for imagination 

to contemplate ; but the Corinthian pillar, fo 

« 

finely, fo fancifully ereftpd by Mr, Burke, 
fliould ftill be found to (^ecorate a court. 'Tis 
there alone nobility gives and receives due 
|uftre \ while thofe fluted columns that affe£t: 
you with pleafure, feen to fupport the Louvre 
or Efcurial, feizp the mind with forrow in 
Pampo Vacf iuo^ where the feding acanthus 

Scarcely 
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fcarcely can be traced upon the cracked and 
truncated fhaft — and imprefe onc*8 foul with 
awful fenfations of ftill blacker fate, viewed 
:&oin the waftes of Balbec or Palmyra, 

But we are to call over another denomi* 
pation of Englifhnien, who prefer the felf- 
created title of people of fashion, to for^ 
TUNE, precedence, or even birth itfcif j 
and tbefe gay creatures of the element^ with 
empty purfes, unfumifhed heads, and vaxn 
noticed families, fprung as the infedls of 
the Nile from a redundant fuperflux of opu-r 
lence — contrive by the cut of a coat, the 
tying of a neckcloth, or fold of a robe, to 
obtain diftindion in fociety, and even re- 
fpedJ: from members and clafles of that ib^ 
ciety, fuperior to themfelves in every gift of 
nature, every acquirement of art. Nor are 
the flutterers unneceflary to us, neither ; nor 
would I contribute willingly to curtail their 
race — whilft, like the white cloke worn at 
Venice^ to repel the fun's heat, they really 

fervc 
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fcrve to fliade us from talents that would 
dazzle, or riches that might opprefs one. 

The other two words remain to be dif^ 
cuffed J— while my foreign readers, Ger- 
msMis and Italians, will pronounce tbem fo ' 
certainly, fo exactly the fame, that no one 
l)Ut a Britifh fubje£t, who has in their mih4s 
claim to neither, could ever think of fepa- 

rating the ideas of buth from thofe of 

« 

FAMILY. We keep them apart, however^ 
and call Sir Roger Moftyn for example a 
inan of ancient and refpeftable family, no 
more, though nineteenth in defcent from 
Edward the Firft, king of England, and 
thirteenth if I miftake not from John of 
Gaunt, called the great duke of Lancafter, 
father to Henry the Fourth. Elizabeth Percy 
meantime, late duchefs of Northumberland, 
boafted and juftly her illuftrious biRTH ; 
rior can we deny that compliment to the 
Howards, when we have feen fix of the fame 
pame ^nd blood fit down together In the 

houfe 
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houfe of peers. In a word, birth conveys 
to us more the idea of majeftic dignity — the 
term family pays more peculiar refpedl to 
venerable antiquity, or remotenefs from the 
prefent age. In England, talents too claim 
power to caft a gleam of glory on their line- 
age ; and the name of Boyle is confidered 
by every one as greater for that fole reafon, I 
fuppofe, than Delaval's, although bis pedi- 
gree be drawn from Harold, king of Nor-t 
way. 



I '^' 



TREEDOM, LIBERTY, INDEPENPANCE, 

UNRESTRAINT. 



OF thefe fo fafhionable words 'twere 

good at leaft to know the meaning, white 

their found is ever in our ears. They are 

pot I think ftri(5Iy and ?xdu?illy fynonymous, 

% becaufe 
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becaufe Fk££i».OM feems alwajt to acquire, 
and often even in conTerfatibh stakes an ab* 
lodve cafe afbzr it^ as FRESOdM Jkom-tc^* 
ro^^ from guilty or pnnifhme^f^ &c/ .whUc 
LIBERTY claims a more pofidve fignifi^ 
cadon, and feems to imply ^;orig&al gradt 
givcb by God . alone — a fem^barbaf oiis^ £6* 
mi^focial ftate, like that of the Tartar nations 

who live by rapine, and fubfift in wander-^ 
ing hordes--/i&«r hand againfi every matty 
and every mans band againft tbem^ as was 
promifed to their progenitor I^imae); , Yet 
even thefe as cranes obey a leader, and re-* 
jeS not fubordination, which is paid ta4iim 
who beft remembers and can moft readily 
repeat his long traced genealogy. This i# 
rational > for fuperiority of wifdom may b*. 
difputed ;• ftlpcriority of ftrength may fail by 
age or fickncfs ; while fuperiority of defcerit 
is leafl obnoxious to acknowledge, and moft 
cafy to afcertairi, of arty pretenfion to pre-^ 
eminence. How difierent however arc theie 

notions 
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notions of liberty to thofe of moddH de^ 
mocrates ! Who feem to mean only childifh 
defire of total UNRESTRAiNTy like that en^ 
joyed by boys at a barring out } where bluii 
Cering rebellion however grew fo noify^ that 
the world would ho longer look on upon 
that folly* Yet is that now the conduA of 
a once enlightened^ polifhed nation j for not 
even Frenchttien I truft do yet ferioufly de* 
fire a return to folitary, favage, uneonnedted 
IND£P£NDANC£, fuch as cau be only po(^ 
fefled by wild Americans^ who hunt the 
woods and fifh the rivers fmgly for fupport^ 

dying at laft of hunger in their caverns, as do 
in the deferts difabled beafls of prey. Com'' 
plete LIBERTY, in the prefent acceptation of 
the word, though, will foon in fuch a ftate 
as Franc^finifh by frefh tyrannies. Arifto*- 
cracy quickly forms to herfelf a fecond-hand 
canopy from the fragments of kingly power; 
and *tis nothing after all but fuch ill-judged 
9NRESTRAINT that makcs the Baron of 

Tfan- 
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Ttanfilvania fo hate&l and fo- formidablei 
the dread of his vailal$. the abhorrence o£ 
human^kind. When the Roman ^iv^/jrV^ was 
deftroytd^ thefe Gothic, governments and feu«* 
dalffyf^fns firfl were formed} let the vota-* 
ries of airy independanc]?, or of free^ 
UpM armed by Phrenfy againft herfelf^jkeep 
this fa£t full in view* 
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GAY, LIVELY, PLeASANT", FACETIOUS, 
CHEERFUL, BLYTHE. 



THE fecond and laft of thefe agreeable 
attributives^ belonging as it fhould feem to 
mere animal fjpirits, may be bellowed on ob* 
jeds of no efteem, unlefsi it be anticipated 
delight, ^uch as one takes in the infantine 
fports of a happy family, or ruflic feall; bus, 
fuch pkafures tire : and we fay fomctimc^ 
(hat Rijiitiwa is ftYpry <?«jBE3iFirir.acquaiat-i 
I ^n ance. 
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ance, and was a particularly 
toiKpamon, till his yburrg ortes tfiigrofled as 
how his whole ittefatloh j for although orici 
wifhes all poffible good to the mar?s chil- 
dnn, and thinks highly of him for protoot-* 
ing it by all dne itreans, no patifeiicc can long . 
endure the fatigue of hearing facetious 
bons mots and happy Tallies of his fon Dick^ 
who promifes in good time to be fo gay a 
fellow — or of pretty Lsetitia, whom he calls 
a BLYTHE lafs, when flie jumps upon her 
nucleus fhoulder and unties his hair behind 
— nor can any friendfhip fhort of brother-* 
hood fupport interruption in one*s talk ol* 
things important perhap's^ perhaps merely 
entertaining, by the arrival of a nurfe-maid 
t^itfrfhe laft LIVELY baby, eriiiriehtly fij^-* 
Ifwrfd' for only five months old. 

Yet as all convcrfatfon is of far lefs confe* 
^ence than the regular duties and natum! 
jpieafures of life, I rejoice fincerely in the fe^ 
Hcity of my old acquaintance, and ibive to 

lep^ 
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t^pd the diflafte I how unluckily feel for 
ills fociety, which dace fo pleafed loe— *• 
left litfent envyj not delicacy, Hmj havct 
Caufed the iadteratioh. 



«=: 



bESTICULATION, ACCENT, EMPHASIS^ 
ENERGY; ACTION IN DISCOURSE ; 
POStURE AND ATTltUDE EXPRES- 
SIVE OF SENTIMENT. 



THE great difiereiice here feems beftow« 
fed by the Words on their places, or rather 
by the places indeed upoti the words. We 
call that ACT! 01^ on a theatre^ which is 
GESTICULATION in a room; andjuftly: 
for on the ftage tneti's paffions are applied 
to, whilft Gonverfation in our cdd country 
is compo&d of ^gument or fuperfidal chat 
eoncerning fa&s not eafUy illuftrated by 
attitude or gefture« There is a notion got 
among us of late years however, diat pulpit 

¥OL« I4 S eloquence 
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eloquence may be enforced by theatxical 
manners. This comes over I believe with 
travellers from the continent, where plea- 
fure and duty alike make application to 
thofe paflions by which they defire, and are 
content to be guided. In their inftru<3:ors, 
therefore, thofe violent contorfions of the 
body, with loud emphasis and piercing 
accent of the voice, are not unwifely ap- 
proved, which would excite no paffion in 
us except contempt, and no action ex» 
cept honeft laughter I believe : nor would 
an Italian audience look gravely on to fee a 
preacher of their own reciting a tranflatcd 
fermon upon Gentlenefs, by Blair perhaps— 
with his accuftomed violence of energy, 
and fudd en changes of posture as if 6x- 
preflive of sentiment, where the fenti- 
ments are fuch as attitude cannot exprefs ; 
becaufe, to every fpedator of every nation, 
ACTING is fuperfluous to argument, and 

renders regular difcourfe ridiculous. There 

is 
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IS a national liietoric which has its due force 
with its own countrymen, but can perHiade 
and delight only in its own circle, and with- 
in its prefcribed boundaries. Our great 
Lord Chatham would never have gained a 
caufe in the Venetian Courts of Judicature 
hjbis oratory, I believe; nor would un'Avo- 
cato di Vehezia rife by bis eloquence in our 

Houfe of Commons. When Pere Bourda- 

» 

loue was requefted to preach a Good Friday 
fermon in a friend's church, they thought 
him late in (comiiig to the veftry, and call- 
ing at his -apartments which were clofe by^ 
furprifed the good old prieft at feventy^fix 
years of age dancing round the rooi^ in his 
night-gown to the time of his own violin. 
Oh ! are you come to fetch me ?" faid he, 

I am ready- — but having failed on this 

» ,\ . _ 

folemn occauon pretty rigoroufly, I felt fp 
■- • • ' . 

low and faint to-day, that without this little 

affiftance to nature I could fcarce have gone 

throiigh the duty," Our ftory ends by fay- 

S 2 ing 
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iDg that he went immediately, and prcv 
nounced a fermon fo veiy paflionate and 
pathetick, that feveral people were carried 
out in fits, and tK> one remained unaffeded 
by his powers. 

Would fuch a method of heating up thofe 
powers fuit any countryman however— but 
a Frenchman ? 



GOOD BREEDING, GOOD MANNERS, I>ECORU»| 

ANP POLITENESS. 



O F thefe engaging qualities the dlicrimi* 
nating terms may eafily, and often are con^ 
founded ; although the other three form a 

climax of refinement, while decorum feem^ 
the mere fubjeit on which they energize 
their powers J and 'tis owing to their difer- 
cnt opinions of decorum which both pro- 
fefs, and earneftly de(ire to maintain, that 

S yo* 
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you are treated diiFcrently at the tables of a 
Highland Laird at Raafay, aixd a Dutch Bur- 
gomafter at Anifterdaiii* We put good 
MANN£ks firfl: or laft upon the lift as we 
defire to rate its merits by art or nature — for 
a confiderablc degree of this petite morale 
may be expelled in onlyfemi-clvilized life— 
and it would furprife me much not to find 
GOOD MANNERS fhewn by Captain David/ 
the Indian Chief at Detroit, or by Tippoo Sul- 
tan in his Court at Seringapatam. That lofty 
courtefy, which thofe often beftow who fel- 
dom fee an equal or fuperior, is goo 5 man- 
NERS^ but would be ridiculous in a French 
or Englifh nobleman; and I have feen fbme 
of that odd fancy condefcenfion pra£tifed 
now and then to a laughable excefs, by our 
provincial ladies of long defcent, who nn- 

lucidly brought it to the aflembly-rooms of 
London, Bath, or Paris (I fpeak of the laft 

as it was a dozen years %o), where Goop 
BREBOING teaches each to ^it;^ the niomen- 

S3 tary 
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tary preference, not take it ; and from ^liom 
the laws of decorum exad an artificial 
fupplenefs, and officious attention, that keeps 

prerogative merely by pretending to part 

• • • 

with it on every occafion. 

Politeness from its very derivation im- 
plies freedom from all afperity, an equable 
ftooothneft over which wc glide or roll, and 
never are flopped or impeded in our courfe. 
A man of perfect good breeding and 
habitual politeness is the mofl amiable 
produce of focial life -perhaps the rareft; 
when combined with literature, invaluable. 
Such, feven years ago, was my noble, my 
partial friend the Earl of Huntingdon ; who 
united in^ his admirable charafter every ta- 
lent to inflrud, every power to pleafe, and 
every grace to chai*m in converfation — and 
this too after fixty years, and a long ferles 
of ill health, had dreadfully impaired a per- 
ion which in its befl days could never have 
been better than barely not difagreeable. 

OOOA 
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GOOD NATURE, GOOD TEMPER, AND 

GOOD HUMOUR, 



OUR language knowing that fuch qua- 
lities are only at firft fight, not upon nearer 
examination, fyiionymous, has provided 
for them thefe well compounded and cif- 
preflive terms. The firft ftands higheft far 
in moral life, but fociety would go on very 
fadly indeed without the other two. 

♦ r 

f. 

EXAMPLE. 

The rich and furly-mannered Englifii 
merchant, whofe early impreffions of pure 
GOOD NATURE pain him when he fees for- 
row unrelieved, and hears the cries of want j 
prompting him to give or lend lai^e fums< 
in charity, and to do twenty ufefbtl offices^* 
of friendihip to the moft diftant coone^on 
of a man who once did him a trLfling fer<^. 
vice formerly — may yet be, and often is, ill* 

Sij, tempere4 
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tipmpered to excefs at his club-room or ta-t 
vera ; the fcourge of every waiter, and tor« 
tnent to all the cooks — till merely for want 
pf tbefe fecondary qualities, even the very 
people he loves ^nd ferv^s defert his ac- 
quaintance, while every hand in every com*^ 
pany is extended to the cheerful bottle con^^ 
panion, whofe good humour exhilarates 
Ids neighbours, ^d whofe gqos temper 
endures the noify mirth or o^n(ive jefU 
pf hi9 fellows, only becaufe he has no. prin- 
pples ag^ainft whi9h they militate, and who 
perhaps never did a truly good-natured 
fifiiioii in all his life. Yet although the two 
}kA temper ed meii I ever kpew wer^ two^ 
fif (he moft worthlefsi — let now 4^pife s^ 
finality which giv^ ¥alu^ to the idle, %s4i 
fKmfera regard upon the tiificr ; which hour«? 
hf m fame meaffore fiipplka the want ^ 
^dftHc, |uad l^ compq:^^!;^ fc^ 
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POODNESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS, M<^AL 
RECTITUDE, VIRTUE, 



■*»<— »Oi» I U l i 



THESE words are very oearly if not cm-f 
tirely fynonyoious^ when conddered in a 
ftria and literal fenfej but as we grow 
more intimate with them, they ihade off 
into a prodigious variety. When foreign-^ 
prs find us faying familiarly for inftance — 
Will you have the goodness, fir, to rln^ 
that bell ? they muft be careful not to ufe 
the other words inilead; — or when they 
hear the virtue of ftrong coffee highly 
pmfe4 for alleviating the paroxyfms of au 
ailhma, — let them recoiled that fuch e£Ecar« 
cy, or idea of efiicacy, can be eafily annex-* 
led to this fubftantive, but not the others.-— 
In ferious talk, goodness feems generally 
to mean patience I think, or gentle forbear^ 
ju^ce more thaq any higher (quality ; while 

TIRTVS 
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VIRTUE appears to imply adive benefit 
cence, or heroick greatoefst difplayed in 
fome deed worthy of being recorded. — 
Moral rectitude refers us to fetded 

principles and long-tried condud, — ^whilft 
RIGHTEOUSNESS is fcarce a converfation 
word. Meantime every reader muft necef- 
farily be aware, that virtue aqiong wo- 
men, like courage among men, is fynonj- 
mous to honour ; and fhould be called by 
no other appellation when the fear of fhame, 
to which honour belongs, is the fole reafon 
for their preferring it. The virtue of Lu- 
cretia was that high fenfe of honour ; the 
virtue of Jofeph was principle and mo- 
ral RECTITUDE. Why fhould I do this 
tlung, faid he, and Jin againft Godf And 
Tuch was the cafe related of Sufanna, who 
veas from the defirc of pleafing God con- 
tented to forfeit even honour for the prefer- 
vation of her virtue. That was principle 

^d MORAL RECTITUDE. 

4. ■■ • ■ 
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HABIT, CUSTOM. 



THESE words are pretty nearly fynony, 
jnous, only that o^e fays gop4 habits! 
grow up into a fettled custom of doing 
right, and it does not found fo well or pror 
per if we reverfe the words. The laft 13 t!he 
ferious and fteady term. We obferve farai-f 
liarly, that Lepidus has a very difagreeable 
way of turnirig up his eyes, and making 
odd grimace when he fpeaks, fo as to le& 
fen— efpecially in vulgar minds, ever more 
attrafted by manner than by matter — the 
weight of his own good fenfe, and the brH- 
liancy of his parts in converfation. Now 
as CUSTOM is frequenEy called our fecond 
nature, ^is ftxiking example fhould warn 
people againft learning fuch tricks during 

c 

youth, as may eafily get confirmed in ripec 
years — fiiould our early habits thus ok 

fl 

taiii 
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tain ftrength from pradice, and want of 
contradidion in parents, governors, &c 



HAPPy, LUCKY, FORTUNATE, SUCCESSFUL, 

PROSPEROUS. 



IK 



THESE agreeable adjedivcs feem at firft 
view more clofely united than ftrid fyno^ 
sstjmy acknowledges, or cold experience 
finds thenu We will try for an example^ 
Fortimioi fay we, was cert^nly a lucky 
feUaw in getting that ten thou^uid pound 
pr^ in the lottery, when I am told he waa 
with dlffici^ty periuaded to purchafe a ticket ; 
but every one fancied him ftill more for« 
itvnATJL when poflefled ci twice that fum 
with a very agreeable wife. Yet though in 
leftoring his ancient family to a good ellate 
long in the pofTeffion of his fere&thera, and 
hMlj loft to them ^nthout nuteb blame on 

theif 
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tihieir part, he has been thus vaicommoolf 
SUCCESSFUL ; one cannot tell how to caU 
him a hAppy man, while his amiabk ladf 
lahguifhes under the efieds of a paral]rtic 
a£fedian, which kiUs not, but wholly inca« 
pacitates her from doing the duties or en- 
joying the comforts of fociety ; jmd his only 
fbn^s deficiency of intellect, caufed perhaps 
by this latent complaint or rather diforder of 
the mother, now ftiews itfelf every day 
more plainly to us all. Thefe vexations 
would however have been greatly balanced 
by the uncommon wit and promifing beauty 
of his daughter — ^had not the fall from her 
horfe laft fummer, which put out hef hipf 
produced a continued weaknefs, and lafting 
deformity, which feem to preclude all hope 

of fucceiBon to his fortune :-*and I now 
queftion whether our fnend Fortunio, afttf 
bdng fo many years accounted a man iin« 
gularly prosperous, is not likely enough 
to let melancholy reflexions prey upon his 

fj^iritSy 
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fpirhs, till they bring oh a traiii of ncrVbrii 
difeafes^-^and die at lafl probably of a 
broken heart. 

But enough and too much upon this fub- 
je6l, beft illuftrated in the ftory of Zelucoi 
where the hfero is conduced through two 
bSavo volumes, every page of which fhews 
him succESSfUL in all his prbjeds, yetfeil^ 
ing of happinefs in each, only becaufe his 
J)lans were never dictated by virtue; 



HERESY, DISSENSION, SCHIsMi 



THAT the firft and laft of thefe words 
are not fynonymous, our Church Litany af-: 
fords a proof; which prays againft both.-^ 
The firft is however author and caufe of the 
third ; for did no man, upon the mere foun- 
dation of his own private opinion and 

judgment^ 
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foreigners feizing even oh thcfe words ufe 
them iiidifcriminately — becaufe we ofteh 
accept them in a figurative fenfe, and iky 
how Marcus gave his nephew wholbsomi 
advice, which he not obferving incurred 
from the fchool-mafter a little wholesomb 
corrcdtibn witli a rOd. — ^Were the othct 
Word to be fubftituted here, the fentenok 
Would not bnly be vulgar, as it certainly is 
nota^ — but laughable j and would fubje<3 a 
foreigner who fhould ufe it fo, to dcri^ 
fion. 



' ■■ ■ H I I . I I I -. I , , . ^s 



HEROISM, MAGNANIMITY, GALLANTRY, 

FIRMNESS. 



* 



THESE fublime and refpeaable, thefe 
beautiful and glorious adjunds to true cou« 
xage, have all fome (hadings of difcrimina- 
tion that diftinguiih them from each other^ 
, VOL. I. T and 
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keep them pretty dear too of all thofe de« 
(cribcd in pages 71 — 78, fo diftant at leaft that 
I hope no reader will refufe them a feparate 
attention ; while the BEROisif of Alexander 
the Great was never controverted, although 
he certainly (howed little firmness when 
the death of a favourite drove him nearly to 
^iftradion, andlefs magnanimity when 
he crucified the phyfician who could not 

keep him alive, l^befe qualities therefore arc 
apparently and eflentially different, and thd 

words which exprefs them are by no means 
fynonymous: becaufe ads of heroism 
may doubtlefs be performed by thofe who 
can boaft no gnatnefs of mind at all — witnefs 
Henri Quatre, who wore his white plume 
purpofely to attract danger in the day of 
battle, yet meanly (hrunk from the avowjil 
of his fentiments in religion, to fecurq that 
crown which at laft coft him fo dear* How 
different was the truly magnanimous 
^condud of Socrates, aod of Sk Thorns^ 

Mojre^ 
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tvlofe^ itiartyfs in the great caufe of piety 
and Virtue ! Nor will I omit in thefe dege- 
lirfate days the death-defpifing anfwer of 
the Abbe Maury, who, when an incenfed 
multitude were about to hang him at the 
lajlteifn^poft for oppofmg their rebellious 
and facrilegious projeds^ crying A la lan^ 
ttrnel a la lanterne with him, replied 
with a vivacity heightened by juft indigna-* 
tioti — " Et quand je ferois mis \ la lan- 
terne, mes amis — en deviendriez-vous pour 
cek mSme plus &lair^8?'* Patterns of firm- 
l^ESS properly fp called are eafily culU 
«d oiit from hi^tery, or life; and if the dif- 
ference between this quality and fortitudi 
confifts in ones feeking occafions of endur* 
tace, which the other only profcffes to fup- 
port without complaint, — then MuciusScae- 
vola and Charlotte Cordet may be cited as 
ixaniplcs of firmness, which was as glori- 
otis in Cranmer, as aftonijhing in them, who 
iRrcre fupported only by the vain hope of 

T2 humwi 
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ind keep them pretty dear too of all thofe de« 
icribcd in pages 71 — 78, fo diftant at leaft that 
I hope no reader will refufe them a feparate 
attention ; while the BEROisif of Alexander 
the Great was never controverted, although 
he certainly (howed little firmness when 
the death of a favourite drove him nearly to 
^iftradion, andlefs magnanimity when 
he crucified the phyfician who could not 

keep him alive. T^hefe qualities therefore are 
apparently and eflentially different, and the 
words which exprefs them are by no means 
fynonymous: becaufe ads of heroism 
may doubtlefs be performed by thofe who 
can boaft no gnatnefs of mind at all — witnefs 
Henri Quatre, who wore his white plume 
purpofely to attract danger in the day of 
battle, yet meanly (hrunk from the avowal 
of his fentiments in religion, to fecurq that 
crown which at laft coft him fo dear* How 
different was the truly magnanimous 
.condud of Socrates, aad of Sir Thomas 

Mojre, 
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bravery — though: the'laft is indifpenfable to 
its effe£ts, — I had once an opportunity not 
adually of feeing, but of knowing with 
certainty a raoft unequivocal occafion* on 
which it was exerted, by a man little 
known as faint or hero, I believe; and 
whole charader could fcarce be made of 
tonfequence to his contemporaries, even by 
-giving an example of fuch gallant man- 
ners as would have immortalized a Greek 

• 

or Roman warriour. Mr. P , then, was 

paffenger on board a Britifh veflel wrecked 
in ,the Irifh Seas ; the Ihip was linking, 
and its long-boat filling apace: — one other 
perfon alone could be admitted — while the 
cockfwain kept his piftol primed, to Ihoot 
if more than one Ihould attempt to enter. — '- 
P — •- was ready ; but a gentleman Hand- 
ing near him on the deck, feeble and fickly, 
wept bitterly for anguilh at? feeing bis wretch- 
ed life devoted to deftrufl:ion — ** Take my 
place, fir,'* lays Mr. P — -j " I believe I 

T 3 oau 
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human praife for aftions the beft half cf 
human-kind muft neceflarily difapprove. — 
The behaviour of Archbifliop Scroope, how- 
ever, carried this quality further than them 
all — as much further as chriftian piety ex- 
ceeds mere moral fenfe of felf-created vir- 
tues. He, as he went on horfeback to the 
place of execution, proteftcd he had never 
taken a pleafanter ride ; and arriving at the 
block conjured the executioner not to cut oflf 
his head at one blow, but TXjive. " And pra)^ 
thee now be careful (added he) to fever it 
at the Jlftb Jiroke ; for I bear in my arms ^ 
the five wounds of Chrift, and I will if poi^ 
fible fhew myfelf worthy of fo great an ho- 
nour." This fadt the learned Doctor Parr 
taught me where to find j but it is a greater 
diftindion for me to have gained it from 
his converfation. 

With regard to GALLANTRY, which I 
think ftands quite apart from all the reft, 
and has more to do with politenefs thari 

bravery 
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to do Engliflimen juftice, they calKby thft 
name of fells in Wefimorlaad^ Cumher* 
land, &c. what are not certainly worthy a 
name of more dignity than that^ beautiful 
and elegant as they are. Things rife in im- 
portance merely by their rarenefs ; and people 
who have never ftirred more than a hundred 
miles from London, will call thofe fcenes 
awful which (Irike another by their foftaefs 
and amoenity. Dn Boerhaave, whofe mine) 
was fufficiendy enlarged too, uiadp himfelf 
f idiculou? in his college by cairyiqe a c^ativc 

of P4rma to fee the mountains, a^ h? 
termed t^o qT tee genUy nfing ^und% 
at a day's JQuraey dimw;? ^(m Ley4«:-::n' 
and charming Mifs Seward, whom qq on^ 
will fufpcd of being cold in her conceptions 
of what greatnefs ought to be, was impatient 
o£^ Mr. Whalley's frigid indifference to tht 
heights of Matlock I believe, or the fcenery 
round Ludlow Caftle — He ! who had paffed 
winters among the glaciers of Switzerland, 

T 4 and 



278 BRITISH SYNONTMY. 

can fwim a little ;" and aftually puflied hit 
w^illlng friend into the boat, committing 
himfelf to the fury of the waves. Every 
reader will be pleafed to hear that fuch G At? 
LANTRY was preferveci upofi a heoepcoop 
throwii out by mere, accident — not by his 
own fwimminc — from a de^th fo df(sadfu}. 



T"^ 



HILL, MOUNTAIN, RQCK. 

THESE beautifql divprfifications of na-? 
tune, yirithout which ftit fink^ intp an infipid 
flatneft, and brings i^o ideas to the mind, 
pven in our highly cultivated country, but 
i;hat fort of goffipiqg fociety whiph goes for- 
ward where no hindrance can be found — 
are by no means fynonymous terms for thft 
large uplands that adorn it. We fay the 
Surry Hln^s, the rocks of Dovedale, an4 
the M o u N T A I N s of Scotland or Wales ;, fofj, 

tQ 
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HONESTY, JUSTICE, INTEGRITY, FAIR 
PEALING, UPRIGHTNESS, and 

EQUITY. 



THOUGH thefe terms are apparently 
fynonymous, yet fliall we find perhaps upon 
exainination one word more elegantly 
adapted to perfons^ and one to things ; a por 
fition each native however uninftru<9:edj^/j^, 
but foreigners muft be informed o£ Wc 
make our example for the prefent to rua 
thus : — ^Justice feems the charadteriftic of 
Great Britaw, while th^ EauiTY of Eng- 
land's laws, thjB HpNESTY of her country 
gentlemen, and the fair dealing of her 
merchants, are noted oyer all Europe ; yet ai 
general philanthropy toward the whole hu* 
laan race, or folid integjrity proved upon 
a fingle individual, are, no flattering quali- 
ties, {q have I had occafion to obferve that 
our iilaod^ ^^ little beloved even by thofe 

very 
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and fpent two fummers in the Alpine valleys, 
Chamouny and Montmelian, which no man 
yet has ever defcribcd fo well ! 



^, ' ■ ■ ■ ' J ■* ' r 



TO HIRE AND TO LET 



PUZZLE foreigners only becaufe no- 
body will tell them that they are not fyno^ 
nymous : a man hires a houfe of one who 
LETS out lodgings ; — he muft not take a 
horfe and fay he has let it, while the 
ftable-man let him out for the ftranger 
to ride on, after the hire had been promife^ 
or paid* 



HONESTY, 



British synonymy, ttg 

already written, and the fervant going to 
carry it ^way, when a black meithant was 
annoiinced. who told him kis caufe came on 
that day — that he would not aik Mr. -^^ — 's 
afliftance, becaijfe there were flaws in it— 
but toolf the liberty of offering him a bag of 
gold, equal in v^lue \o 1 70P L fterling, if he 
would only be fo kind as to ftay away that 
morning. Our HpNf sqr Pritoij fcnt hriq 
b^ick dirgdly ; and dreffing hiiijfelf haftily^ 
though far from well, wpnt Jo this place, faw 
the merphant gaft, &nd related the adven-*^ 
ture-r-defiring immediate paffports for £ng* 
land at the fame time ^ becaufe, as he wifely 
f^i^d virtuoufly corifeffed, it was poflible 
enough to refift fuch an offer once, buj: dan* 
gerous to refide where temptations of fa 
enormous a bulk might occur too often foif 
humanity to combat them with fuccefs: 

Where metals and marbles will melt and decay, 
J'ear, mmy for thy virti;e> and hafted away» • 



HONOUR, 
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HONOUR, DELICACY OF CONDUCT, 

REFINEMENT UPON VIRTUF, 
. SCRUPULOSITY OF BEHAVIOUR, 
NICENESS, REPUTATION. 



THE firft and the lall of thefe terms arc 
fynonymous, when a woman's chaftity, a 
foldiet s bravery, or a trader's pundkuality of 
payment are in queftion : let any of thofc be 
doubted for a moment, honour is fullied 
and REPUTATION torn. When we view 
the fame quality in another light, it will be 
found that honour exprefles in a breath 
what the fecond, third, and fourth phrafes 
here explain by periphrafis and circumlo- 
cution : yet does that breath comprife all that 
is truly delicate, refjned, and scrupu- 
lously pure in conduct and in n^orals.-^ 
So does not nicety, whofe acceptation is 
more limited, and perhaps belongs rather to 
what the French elegantly call the f^avoir- 

vivre, 
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vivre, and the petite morale — to matters of 
propriety and etiquette — to ceremonies of 
life, and the itiere trappings of fociety. But 
HOKOiJR is honefty looked at through^ 
microfcope, where all attention is paid to 
the minuter parts, while the larger are con- 
fidered chiefly as exuvise, and for the mod 
part of courfe difregarded. 'Tis for this 
reafon pofTibly we fcldom find an overt aft 
of HONOUR, properly fo called, that does 
not feem to fcorn, negleft, or openly offend 
againft fome cardinal or fome Chriftian vir- 
tue. I muft make myfelf underftood by 
examples : 

The man who, difarming his adverfary in 
a duel of which there is no witnefs, reftores 
him his fword upon the inftant, a£ts with 
confummate honour certainly; but that 
fuch conduct militates againfl prudence ^ no 
one will deny — and if it did 7iot do fo, to 
confefs the truth, there would be but little 

honour difplayed in the deed. The gen- 
tleman 



rv 
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tleman who difcharges a gaming debt in pt** 
ference to that of a tradefinan, apparently 

prefers H ok our to another virtue, y/^/V^*^ 
which is feverely wounded by the exploit* 
And the Governor of Verdun, who fliot him- 
fclf to elude a trial as I remember, loft fight 
ci fortitude in purfuit of HON OUR : he flbould 
have trufted his life to his country. In this 
fenfe HONOUR remains a quality flighted by 
religion, as promoting no man's eternal 
welfare, and overlooked by the law, as hav- 
ing nothing to do with the happinefs of hu- 
man life. Volunteers in virtue, as in an 
army, are very troublefome : good generals 
and experienced legiflators love none but 
difciplined troops ; and in the great march 
of life, he who beft keeps his rank beft does 
his duty. 



HOUND, 
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HOUND, GREYHOUND, HARRIER, TERRIER; 



FOREIGNERS, efpecially Germans, 
«re apt to call every dog they fee a hoond^ 
which is the tranfcendantal word for that 
animal in High Dutch, as I have been told. 
In our language however it only means that 
fpecies of the canine race which hunts by 
fc£nt^ and gives the tongue either upon trail 
or drag — fo fportfmen diftinguifh tho^ pecu- 
liar taint left by the foot of hare or fox, 
when purfued by the opening pack in a 
bright but dewy morning over hill and dale 
fweetly diverfified, till 

Echo, huntrefs once of Cynthia's train. 
Repeats the pleafing harmony again ; 

and the fweet animating founds excite cheer^ 
fulnefs even in the fluggard's veins. Of this 
admirable creature, and his various (^enomi- 

^ nation^ 
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nations, much lefs his virtues, my little book 

does not mean to make the defcriptidn 2 fuf- 

fice it that 1 tell foreigners what no Englifh 

gentleman is ignorant of — namely, how the 

GfeE V-//oi7Ar/> has acquired the nime} hot 

by his nofe, for he makes no life of it in 

courj7/i^ ; while tall, fwift, and quick-fightcd^ 

he depends wholly upon his eye to obferve> 

on his long, nervous legs to overtake the flying 

prey : but being the only dog which without 

training to it will kill a badger, formerly in 

old Englifh called a CRjr^ and perfecute 

him even in his retirement, he was called 

the VRAT HOUND; while harrier and 

TERRIER explain their office of themfelves, 

etren by the derivation of their names alone, 

^ The fiifl follows the hare through all her 

doublings and deceits : the other, refolving 

to kill that fox which his more beautiful 

companions have purfued but lofl, goes after 

him even into his {uh-TERRANEAN xtXxe2X. — 

his earthy as fportfmen call it — ^and fighting 

him 
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hlin thus under ground obtains the appel- 
lation, TERRiERy for that defperate briavery 
which remains unintimidated and undimi- 
nifhed even by the confcioufnefs that he is 
combating in an enemy's country. 



HUNTING, COURSING, SHOOTING, SETTING. 



THESE fynonymes, like the laft, are 
intended chiefly for thofe Itrangers who 
call every fport of the field — alkr a la cbajje. 
Alia caccta too the Italians call taking birds 
even by decoy; an amufement of the mean- 
eft kind I ever witneflfed. But whatever we 
learn froiii foreign nations, 'tis never to 
play — unlefs at cards indeed (for getting 
money is alike pleafing to the natives of 
every country) r— but the innocent and rural 
paftimes of one's youth can be enjoyed no 
where except at home. Of thefc, in our 

VOL. I. U Gothic 
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Gothick language, contiijental vifitants will 
find diftinftions almoft innumerable ; but I 
will point out only the very obvious ones, 
becaufe, if they refide at all in diflant pro- 
vinces, much of the evening converfation 
turns upon the excellency of our dogs, and 
fuccefs of the chace. Hunting then 
means the purfuit of hare, fox, or flag, by 
hounds bred for the purpofe, and trained 
to the employ; while coursing is chiefly 
a trial of fwiftnefs and fkill between three 
greyhounds held in a Itajh for the purpofe 
of flipping them feparately at the hare, 
which their quick eye eafily difcerns and 
finds, though among the fallows, where her 
brown colour and clofe-clapt ears conceal 
her, till fpeed feems fl:ill likelier to provide 
for her defence. Such too is her power 
^ and fuch her fkill, that, in a country full of 
uplands and rifing grounds, fewer than a 
leafli of greyhounds can feldom catch her, 
{q lightly docs fhe ikim the hedge rows, io 

fwift 
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titn& ttefcend the hill^ before the difftptpoint" 
^d d&g, whom, tirfidfig fht)rt, flie efiides ; 
icales tHe fteep afcent again htfort he is 
aHe to flop his owa fpced, and dipping 
on the other fide leaves- hiih (for --want 
oi fcent) perplexed arid' loftj-the- moment 

f 

fhe k out of his^riew. Shooting wkh 
pointers 4s a difibrent diverdon, and confifts 
chiefly in your 6wn ingenSfity to take the 
aim$ while the fagacity of your quadruped 
afibctates when they try a field, th^q grace 
and degance with which they hunt it over, 
and tiie variety of attitudes in which they 
ftand, and point the game, ate wonderfully 
pleating, and feduce a man to continue the 
Ijport fom^imes even to ferious fatigue. 
Sbttim^o meantime is of a far lefe active 
genius, and fit enough for the moft delicate 
lady to participate : as here is no blood to 
fkight, no. cruelty to fhock her feelings; 
the purfuit In this cafe ending only re- 
motel^, not 'isiMedUtely, in tta death of 

U 2 thofe 
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thofe partridge that fall at every ftroke of 
the gunner. A fine fumn^er evening U 
the true feafon for this amufement^ when 
the flill air and fading glow of the horizon 
encourage a train of refle^ons^ not diilurb* 
ed but direded by your beautiful, your 
obedient fpaniel towards the contemplation 
of man s native fuperiorityj while that love- 
ly, that intelligent creature trufls not him^. 
felf; but yielding his opinion to that of his 
matter, although often well apprifed by na- 
, ture where the covey lies, contentedly quar* 
ters all the ftubble over at command of his 

m 

fovereign, appearing deeply interefted too 
in that very fearch he could at pleafure put 
an immediate end to, by preferring his own 
often^tried experience. When however he 
has permiffion to declare the truth, how 
gently, and with what flattering manners 
does he avow it ! how meekly manifeft 
his modeft tranfports ! while couching clofe 
for the net to pais over and clofc-in botfai- 

himfelf 
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himf^If and the game, he kiii'dly referveg 
all the fatigues of the evening for himfelf — 
all pleafure and profit for his mafter.!— But 
enough on this delightful theme, defpifed 
by many without knowing why ; for after 

W • J- - 

all it is man s Magna Cbartdy granted by 

» 

God' in days of great Antiquity, to hdd dd- 
Ijiinion over inftrJor natures, ahd^ fubjugate 
by ffeafon the brute creation— engaging the 
afiediions of fome with our carefTe^, and 
making ourfelves formidable to others by 
our power. 



/ 



HURRY AKD HASTE 



ARE words very nearly fynonymous — I 
hope not wholly fo ; for, if they are. Prior 
was guilty of notorious tautology, in an 
epigram of only four lines, when he fays 
that 

U 3 From 
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From lies own naUvje Francc.a^ old AUfop pift^ 
She feproach'd Englifli Nell with negle£^ or with 
malice, 
fhat tlie flattern had left, iti her hurry anJ haste,, 
- Hfet !ad/fr complexion aili ^ye-browaf JA C^f^isi ' 

Richardfon calls qurhy axfemaJ^ ?Vop4s 
and perfiaps. womca do i»ake ufejpfiitjo^ 
tener t^n^mea^ theyconfider %^2^^ifs^ 
nymous to agUatioii, and fay • th^y . l^^Y^. < ^ 

• • 

HURR7 of fpirits. Should ^ ^mg9^;qi$i^ 
ing.upjche. other word by i»dflaj^> vO^fer^e 
that the lady's fpirits are in haste, all wo^)d 
laugh, without very plainly difcoveilng the 
reafon c^ their own miFth — Do &ot put 
yourfelf in a hurry fo, for the bufinefs w« 
are upon requires no immediate or violent 
HASTE, being a very popular ind a very 
common expreffion. 



IDElf- 
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IDENTITY AND SAMENESS 



WOULD be nearly fynonymous in con- 
vcrfation language, I believe, only that as 
the firft is a word pregnant with mctaphy- 
fical controverfy, we avoid it in commoja 
daily ufe, or at beil take it up merely as a 
ftronger expreflion of unchangeable same- 
ness. Mowbray and Tourville with their 
everlafting identity are complained of by 
Lovelace in his anxious agony of mind, as 
companions he could not endure-awhile 
Hume would have told him, that although 
their manners refembled one day what they 
had been the laft, fuch refemblance was no 
proof of IDENTITY, however it might give 
a SAMENESS to their charad:cr. Thofe in- 
deed who refolve to doubt all they cannot 
prove, give themfelves much unneceflary fa- 
tigue concerning the confcioufnefe of their 

U 4 own 
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own exiftcnce — doubting, in good time! 
whetl^er they are themfelves the fame per- 
fons, who, before they became philofophers, 
readily believed that if they fet an acorn an 
oak would come up — and that a chicken 
yrould furely be hatched from an egg, if 

warmth fufficient were adduced to caufe the 

... • • 

neceffary change of appearance in what was 

^ - • • • 

before a chicken in potentia? But fuch 
doubts and fuch doubters are befl; defpifed, a$ 
fome of them may poflibly have a real in- 

_ . ■ » 

tereft in confidering their exiftence to be 
dubious, that efcape may be effedled froni 
accounting for its errors and crimes. We 
ihould therefore be aware of thefe fcepticks, 
and as little as poflible I think dip into their 
books; from whence little amufement or 
inftruftion can be derived, but much'SAME- 
NESS, particularly in their difcourfe upon 

IDENTITY. 



IDIOT ISM, 



; - V 
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roiOTISM, FOLLY, SIMPLICITY, FATUITY, 



^k\ I 



ARE not fynonymous in colloquial \zxLn 
guage, though a medical man fpeaking pro- 
fbfConally would make little difierence be- 
tween the firft and laft. A lady however 
talking familiarly about a book > of travels 
lately publiflied, would I fuppofe make no 
fcruple of laughing at the poprEfquimaux's 
IDIOTISM, when he is defcribed in it as 
looking with compaflion on a chained mon* 
key at a London fliow, miftaking him for a 

countryman in difgrace ; yet at the moment 
Ihe fays this, and laughs at the fa£t, no lady 

fuppofes the man to be in a ft ate of fatu- 
ity — for, if he was, the jeft would all be 

over. 

Again — The travelling gipfy, ^P fends 
^ fervant wench endued with un^erftanding 
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no meaner than her own, to look for mo-' 
ney under a ftone in the fcuUerjr, -while (he 
runs away with a filver fpoon, takes advan- 
tage of the girl's folly, although fhe is 
ftridly fpeaking no fool ; and was the for- 
tune-teller to obtain Mrs. Williams of Brif- 
tprs celebrity, and keep a good houfe over 
.lier head, flie might eafily be tricked in her 
turn by the felf-fame wench, if entrufted to 
^o to market, and cater provifions for the 
/amily. 

Fatuity is privation of intelled by the 
appointment of God. Simplicity, eras 
we juftly call it weaknefs^ gives way to cul- 
tivation, and may end in the attainment of 
much knowledge, by being affiduoufly in- 
.ftruSed — as infants may be preffed forward 
to learn what is apparently beyond their 
power ; whilft folly feeras a half volun- 
tary fubmiflion or compliance to the fafci- 
nating adroitncfs of another mind, not na- 

* 

rurally fuperipr, but fkilful in the arts of 
L ^ binding 
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binding imagination by fympathy, audacity^ 
or pathos ; witnefs the ingenuity of fwia- 
lifers, guinea-droppers, and the reft. That 
this fubraifEve flexibility of temper may b? 
driven up to IDIOTISM is fo true, that I once 
fyw a rich trader prefent a conjuring chy*i 
p^ift with a hundred pounds, only for tell- 
ing hiH]L that^ if he wodd grind his cochi* 
js^ ^evy \x would go further.} and a h^ 
ef paft ^fteen years old petfu^ed to btim 
his fiddle, becdufe, faid his playmates, there 
is a new difcovery now, that fiddle afhef 
fell for a crown the ounce, as there is noi^ 
thing elie found out fo certain a cure for 
the dropfy. We call this power, making 
FOOLS of the people j and truly do we call 
it fo, when mankind are willing to be du- 
ped between delufion and collufion, fo f^u: 
that they are contented to bury themfelves 
chin-deep in earth at the fuggeftion of one 
jnountebank, ^nd liften to tales of animal 
fnagnctifm propagated for the pecuniary 

advan^ 
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advantage of anothen All the vis comica 
of Ben Jonfon's plays confifts in the grati- 
fication of ouf fpleen, by feeing tmh fooled 
chiefly with the afliftance of their own ava- 
rice, or other vicious appetites, till artful 
knaves knowing how to ftimulate the fame, 
dupe them into idiotism ; whilft on the 
other- hand his fpirit of poetical juftice fatis- 
fies at laft our honed indignation, by exhi- 
biting the punifliment of thofe who take 
advantage of their neighbour's weaknefs^ to 
flompenfate for the defeat in their own 
ilrength : as no man fure is much lefs wife 
than he who is but juft cunning enough to 
trick his empty unfufpicious neighbour,— 
Sec Mofca, Volpone, Subtle, and the reit 



IDLE, 
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IDLE, INDOLENT, SLOTHFUL, INACTIVE, 

LAZY. 



THOUGH none of thefe epithets, 
would fuit ill fome ufelefs members of fo- 
ciety, yet indolent feeras the word ap- 
propriated in converfation language to th^ 

upper ranks of it. We fay an indolent 
prince, and an inactive minifter, a la- 
zy girl, and an idle boy. The third ad- 
jedlive feems for the mofV part: attributed to 
brute animals ; and we read that fome fer- 
pents in India are providentially of fo 
SLOTHFUL a nature, that after filling with 
food, they remain torpid and as it were to- 
tally lifelefs, fo as to be deftroyed without 
danger to thepurfuers. 

Prior's John and Joan is a ftriking and 
durable pifl:ure of opulent inadivity— while 

ThcjF 
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They ate and flcpt (good folks) — what then ? 

Why then they flcpt and ate again. 

No man's good deeds did they commend. 

So never rais'd themfelves a friend : 

No man's defefts fought they to know, 

So never made themfelves a foe. 

If human things went ill or well. 

If changing empires rofe or fell ; 

The morning pafs'd, the evening came. 

And found this couple ftill the fame — 

with many other equally excellent verfes de- 
fcripti ve of fome lord and lady, as it was once 
told me, with whom the poet had pafled a 
month in the country, when his wit firft at- 
traded the notice of mankind ; but on whom 
the flight impreflion that it made, prompted, 
him to revenge their neglect by this mock 
epitaph, written long before the parties died. 
Dryden cenfures this quality, and fatirizes it 
very ingenioufly in his Cleomenes ; where 
the Egyptian King is reprefented as defi- 
rous to fhorten his name, that his fatigue in 
writing it might be fomewhat alleviated — 
8 a cir- 
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a circumftanee he picked up, I believe, from 
the anecdotes of Sanftius II. of Spain, fur- 
named the IDLE — contemporary with our 
Henry I. — Dryden was a mighty reader of 
Spanifh literature. Doftor Johnfon how- 
ever does not fpeak of it as borrowed : and 
as' for Fielding, who had not reach of mind 

* 

enough to fee as Johnfon did, how finely 
the character was coloured by this incident 
— He ridicules, and teaches others to ridicule 
it, in his Tom Thumb the Great. 

Come, DoUalolla — curfe that odious name ! 
By Heavens I'll change it into Doll or^^oll. 
Or any civil monofyllable 
That will not tire my tongue. 



ILLUSION, DELUSION, PHANTASM, 



THOUGH not fynonymous, are n«ar 
enough to be very eafily confounded, at 

leaft 
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Icaft by flrangcrs ; while we natives know 
fo certainly how to place thefe words, that 
we fky properly enough, that if a perfon is 
under fo flroog a delusion as to believe 
himfelf removed for lome ftrange crime or 
fimcied excellence beyond the common limits 
of humanity, he may foon come to imagine 
himfelf furroundcd by fad or gay illu- 
sions, out of the ordinary courfe of nature; 
and if he feeds fuch notions in folitude, nor 
feeks recourfe from medicine in due time, 
—his friends (as one's relations are po^ 
pularly called) will foon pronounce him 
ftatutably mad — and, contenting themfelves 
with enjoying his real eftate, leave our de- 
luded friend to converfe with phantasm! 
in a perpetual and ilri£t confinement* 



iI7CRE< 
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INCREDULOUS, UNBfeLIEViNG, HARD OF 

BELIEF. 



^i*MII 



THE firft of thefe words, though in deri- 
vative ftridnefs perhaps Tynotiymous to the 
fecond, is not fo ufed in common conver- 
Iktion. We fay of a man who refufes cre- 
dit to Chriftian truths, that he is an un- 
believing hearer of the word, not that he 
is an INCREDULOUS fellow ; as we fhould 
foon affirm of him who was fo HARD OF 
BELIEF as to doubt the exiflence of regular 
and periodical monfoons in one part of the 
globe, folely becaufe he had ftill inhabited 
another where the winds were always va- 
riable. That perfon is moft properly called 

# ■ • r I * * 

INCREDULOUS who fteadily refufes his tef-. 
timony even to known fa£ts, without the 
immediate evidence of his fenfes to confirm 
them ; which when he has received how- 
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ever, he is no \ongtr faitbkfs ^ hyX believing^ 
as faid our Lord to Saint Thomas* 



seae 



INEXORABLE and INFLEXIBLE 



. ARE not fynonymous, although the efj 
feds refulting from fuch qualities are pre* 
cifely the fame ; our firft man refuting to 
hear the voice of entreaty, the fecond never 
bending to it though he does hear. Both at 
firft fight appear to be difpofitions purely 
hateful^ yet both may be prefled into the 
caufe of virtue. ' 

A man i'efolv'd and fteady to Ks truft, 
I^LEXiBLE to iU, and obfUnatcIy juft, * 

IS a favourite with Addifon j and we will 

» ■.•#•♦- I . , . ■ 

hope that fuch an unbending charadter will 
iiot fhew foftnefs in the wrong plab?, . but be 
for ever inexorable to the feducing voicci 



^' »■» 



of temptation. 

>• •' • INFIDE* 
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INFIDELITY, ATHEISM, DEISM, 
SOCINIANISM. 



THAT thefe terms afe not fynonymous 
>;^ill be readily allowed, particularly by thofe 
who are of the laft named fafhionable per- 
fuafion — and juitly — as Fauftus Socinua, 
the head of their fed, profefled to have 
written againft the atheists ; but loft his 
manufcripls in a popular infurreftion at Cra- 
cow, in the year 1538, When he himfelf 
efcaped with difficulty from the fury of the 
populace. His followers however can 
fcarcely be offended by finding themfelves 
ranked under the widfely-fpteading banuet 
t)f INFIDELITY, while we who believe and 

are fure that Jefus was the Son of God— 

> "". • 

have a right to tax thofe people as Infidels 
that endeavour to defpoil our. Redeemer 
of liis diTinit7, when He himfelf exprefsljr 

Xa Ikid 
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faid to his difciple Philipi that he and his Fa«^ 
ther were one : 

Philippe ! qui vidct me, Tidct et Patrem •, Quomo- 
do tu dicis, Oftende nobis Patrem. 

Nor can I guefs why they fhould wifh to be 
called Chriftians— a mere contradidion in 
terms — while 'tis acknowledged that God 
and Man are one Chrift ; fo that notwith- 
{landing they may revere and obey fomc 
precepts given by Jefus, they cannot with 
propriety be denominated Chriftians, — the 
myftic veftment of our Divine Mafter being 
though of many colours found yet without 
a feam — woven from the top throughout. — • 
Calvinifm properly fo called affords them 
no fhelter, certainly. Servetus was burned at 

■ 

Geneva for propagating limilar doctrines ; 
nor would Faujius Socinus have efcaped 
with reproofs and cautions only, as his uncle 
halius did, had Calvin lived to read in the 
writings of the nephew the fruits of his ill- 

judged 



* •• V 
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judged lenity towards the uncle. But whilft 
he was exercifing his felf-created authority in 
Switzerland, and was jeftingly called by fome 
the new pope of Geneva, Socinus prudently 
contented himfelf with enjoying the luxuries 
of a court; — being protected at Florence till 
the year 1574 by Francis de Medicis Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, as my Italian friends have 
informed me. Deism is therefore, fo far as 
I am capable to comprehend the creed ofun-^ 
helief^ fynonymous to socinianism, well 
underftood ; and ranges under its banner 
numberlefs other fliades of infidelity 
which come forward with new names from 
day to day — freethinkers, Sceptics, Eijprits 

« 

fprts, &c, 

lJnfipiib*d things ope l^npws not what to call^ 
Their generation'* fo equivocal. 

Thus dubious and compofite colours ftrivc 
fof the diftindion of a feafon, under appeU 
lotions unheiird of before perhaps ; accom^ 

X 3 xnodatinjr 
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plcafe ; nor would I advife the infericy 
clafs of writers to ijnitate that naked plain-f 
ncfs which is fo juftly admired in Homer 
or Thucydides ; — recolleding, that though 
Julius Caefar's head ftrikes you with reve- 
jrence by its baldnefs, that of Cleopatra 
fhews to moft advantage when we figure to 
'purfelves the expiring beauty, and Char- 
jnion fettling her hair and diadem fo as to 
look graceful even in death, 

Munditiis e;y)imur-r-pec fint fine lege capilli. 

That foreigners may be led into no miftakes, 
let us tell them that, fpeaking of thefe twp 
words with reference to medicine,, they are 
by no means fynpnympus: — we fay fuch 
food or phyfick may be taken with inno^ 
CENCE : the other term won*t do. 



IK^O- 
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INNOCENCE AND SIMPLICITY. 



THESE words are fynonymous in a lite- 
ral fenfe, and likewife when applied to the 
ftate of babyhood ; where they prove tlieir 
influence over the hardeft hearts, and charm 
beyond the utmoft power of that virtue into 
which the firft can ever be enlarged, or that 
wifdona of which the laft is the only true 
foundation. When figurative, and applied 
to literary works, they are <oo commonly: 

« 

feparated — for we admire the simplicity 
of many Latin poems, fome Englifli ones, 
and above all the French tales of La Fon- 
taine, which for their innocence can 
fcarcely be celebrated. — But freedom from 
fuperfluous ornament is our familiar idea of 
SIMPLICITY in the belles lettres and fine 
arts, while thofe beauties muft be very 
ilrong marked at laft which unadotned can 

X 4 . ' pleafci 



V, 
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ftruggling to pick up all which Time had 
' flung away — all that was unripe, all that 
was rotten in politics : let fuch at leaft keep 
far from thefe iflands — 

Rife rocks between us! — and whole oceans roll ! 

Johnfon Ufes the word which includes all the 
reft with fo much aptitude and force, I cannot 
refufe myfelf the pleafure to tranfcribe the 
pafTage, When fpcaking of our admirable 
conftitution in his Irene, the wife old Turk 
is made to reply— 

If there be any land, as Fame reports. 
Where equal laws reftrain the prince and people j 
A happy land — where circulating power 
Flows thro' each member of th' embody'd ftate 5 
Sure, not unconfcious of the mighty blefSng, 
Her grateful fons fhine bright with every virtue ; 
Untainted with the luft of innovation, 
JJure all combine to keep her league of rule; 
Unbroken as the facred chain of nature 
'iTis^t hinds the jarring elements in peace* 



IKSIGNI* 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 313 



INNOVATION, SPIRIT OF CHANGING, DESIRE 

OF NOVELTY. 



TIS only the laft which caufes the exift* 
cnce of the former j were there not that de- 

SJRE OF NOVELTY and SPIRIT OF CHANG- 
ING in the world, fewer innovations 
would perplex mankind, and fewer misfor- 
tunes diftrefs them. — " Time (fays my Loid 
Bacon) is the greateft innovator, feeing 
he evermore bringeth in fomewhat new: j€t 
although ternied hafty-footed, I would our 
modern ftate-menders were no more hafty 
than he— as Time waiteth ftill the ripening of 
matters, before he putteth forth a hand to ga- 
ther or fhake them down," What would 
fuch a thicker have thought of the prefent 
innovating age? He would have fecn that 
\t was change without novelty, and that our 

prefent inftru^pis of the human race arc 

■» , 

ftjruggling 
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their nature, but dangerous enough if we 
refledt on their poiTxble confequencee* 



«=s 



mm^fim^m^ 



INSOLENT, ARROGANT, SUPERCILIOUS, 

PURSE-PROUD. 



ADJECTIVES of a genus wholly dif- 
ferent from the laft ; terms which, though 
jaot ftridly fynonymous, may yet too often 
be found predicable of one perfon onlyj 
specially the purse-proud gentleman, 
whofe aurum fulmtnansy like that produced 
by pyrotechnical experiments, makes a moft 
loud explofion — but never carries far, as the 
phrafe is,* or is feen capable of forming a 
durable impreflion. If however too fud- 
denly acquired wealth has the happy faculty 
of broadeoing a fellow's features into in- 
dolent levity, long fighed for admiflion 
(whcyi once it comes) into a fafhionable cir- 
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INStQNIFICANT, TRIFLING, FOTILE, LICJHT^ 
NUGATORY, UNIMPORTANT. 



IT fhould feem fcarce worth the while to 
trace fynonymy fo frivolous, did not expe- 
rience daily fhew us that nugatory re- 
ports, LIGHT and mifty as the word their 
iadje<3:ive derives from, invented at firft per- 
haps by TRIFLING women, or men in their 
own charaders no lefs insignificant, are 
yet capable of giving not only ferious diG 
turbance to individuals, but even to the ftate 
itfelf, at times become by combination of 
pircumftances very peculiarly favourable to 
half-told tales, eafily infinuated into empty 
Jieads; where the moft futile ftories are 
moft welcome, becaufe perhaps fuch are 
fooneft blown away, leaving clear room for 
others ecjually unimportant, confidering 
^ theif 



31 3 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

with the manner in which we appropriaW 
them. The firll feems, for example, good fof 
every art and every fcience where an ap- 
pearance of new creation is produced. Ho- 
rnet and Herfchel are alike inventors^ 
and Newton may be contented to fhare with 
Cervantes the praifes of originality and 
GENIUS^ Time has taught us however to 
annex meaner ideas to the word IN genu- 
ITY, made peculiar in thefe later days to 
petty contrivances and fubtlenefs of Ikill, in 
the mechanic arts particularly, and from 
thence taken up, half figuratively, to exprefs 
the operations of the mind. Thus while we 
are inclined to adore Shakefpeare's aftonifli- 
ing powers of invention, we admire 
Waller's ingenuity, difplayed in feveral 
little poems with wonderful dexterity and 
neatnefs— witnefs the Girdle, the Marriage 
of the Dwarfs, and the Lady who fings 

the Song he wrote, with two or three 

■ • ... 1. 

more. 

Mean*. 
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die is fcarce lefs likely to draw up the eye- 
brows of a youthful female into a super- 
cilious fneer; nor can Literature guard 
her votaries from temptations to the like 
temper, whilft awful Erudition, arrogant 
of her own jnft claims, and fcomful or at 
beft negligent of petty pretenfions, looks— 
if fhe vouchfafes to look at all — with fome- 
what like unmerited difdain upon the writer 
of this little book, and alks how long the 
Jprigbtly lady has fancied herfelf initiated 
among the Gnofticks, while Error marks her 
pages and Ignorance guides her pen. 



INVENTION, INGENUITY, ORIGINALITr, 

GENIUS, 



THESE terms are not fynonymous cer- 
tainly, thoujgh fimilar enough to be eafily 
mifapplied by thofe who are not acquainted 

with 
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feffion biit never printed (to my knowledge^ 

ff 

ihall dofe this article. 

I. 

like a Newton Sublimely he foarM 

To a fummit before unattamM ; 
New rcgioiur of Science explor*d^ 

And the palm of philofophy gain'd/ 

II. 

From a fpark which he brought from the fldet, 
' He difplay'd an unparalleled wonder^ 
And we faw, with delight and furprife, ♦ 

That his rod could defend us from thunder. 

m. 

Had he wifely but learn'd to purfue 
The bright track for his talents defign'd^ 

What a tribute of praife had been due 
To this teacher and friend of mankind ! 

IV. 

But to covet political fame . 

Was in him a degrading ambition | 
Twas a fpark that from Lucifer came^ 

Azxd firft kindled the blaze of {edition. 

V/ hUf 
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V. 

May not Candour then write on his urn^ 

Hcrjc, alas ! lies a noted inventor j 
Whofe flame up to heaven fliould burn. 

But inverted j defcends to the centre ? 

. » 

He INVENTED a ftove^ where the flame 
was contrived fo as to defceud inftead of 
lifing upwards* 



4 



A JpKE AND A JEST 



WtMMHaHMMMMMVMM** 



ARE not exadly fynonymous ; the laft 
is the pleafanter trifle of the two, and has 
come into play fmce intelledl has been more 
diflfiifed. We are now grown faftidious in 
our focial pleafures, and to degrade a jest 
call it a JOKE : when in former days the 
•clown, or merry-andrew, or fool of courts 
and palaces, whofe wit feldom rofe above 
mere practical jokes, was dignified by the 

TOL. I* Y name 
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I 

name of jester. The laft of thefe crea* 
tures upon record was taken into King 
Charles the Firft*s houfehold, where he af- 
fronted Aarchbifhop Laud ; and afterwards 
being negleded and loft fight of in the civil 
war, the cuftom was 'no longer obferved. 
City JESTERS remiuned longer in the world; 
and ninety years ago Lord Mayor's fool 
jumped into a cuftard for the laft time I 
heard or can find trace of him* 

A horrible practice however did prevail 
at Salifbury in Wiltlhire, not more than fifty 
or at moft fixty years ago, and was called a 
JOKE, I have heard Mr. Harris, the learned 
James Harris, tell it ^s a thing he remem- 
bered : — 'bow a man there, excellent at aft- 
ing the character of a lunatic, was encou- 
raged to burft fuddenly upon ftrangers fet 
down to fupper at an inn ; where after he 
h^d terrified them all by his clamours and 
apparent diftradlion, they were dragged from 
under the table, chairs, &Ct where their fears 

had 
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liad fent them for refuge, and kindly in- 
formed by their laughing friends in the fe- 
cret, that all this was nothing hut a JOK^. 
From fuch dangerous devices^ fo perilous 
both to the a&ors and the audience, libera 
tics. Domine ! 

Br. Samuel Johnfon, though full of hu-* 
mout himfelf, hated a fool-born jest, as 
our Shakefpeare's King Henry when grown 
wife calls it : and I have feldom feen him 
much more angry than he was with me, 
one morning, at Weft Ghefter ; while fome 
gentleman of the town Was fhewing us the 
curiofities of fo ancient and refpe^able a 
place :— for our Doftor was flow, and 
heavy, and fliort-fighted ; and by the time 
he had begun to examine and difcufs one 
thing, our brifker Qcerone fet us all going 
in chace of another. This went on a while; 
and I faw impatience ftniggling with civility 
in Johnfon's countenance, when he fuddenly 
afl^ed me — in order to ftop him, I fuppofe — 

Y 2 '' Pray 
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•* Pray what is this gentleman's name, who^ 
accompanies us fo oflScioufly ?**— " I think 
they call hini Harold (replied I) ; aaad per- 
haps you'll find him to be of the family of 
Ifarold Harefooi^ he runs with us at fuch a 
rate." — " Oh ! madam, you had rather crack 
a JO ice, r know, than ftop to learn any thing 
I can teach ; fo take the road you were bom 
to rup." 



.JUDGMENT, DISCERNMENT, CRITICISM. 



*Tis with our judgments as our watches, none 
Go juft alike, yet each believes his own, 

fays Mr. Pope j while his arch tormentor 
Dennis tells us, and very rightly too, that 
JUDGMENT is a cool flow faculty, which 
attends not a man while in the rapture of 
poetic compofition. It is not then fynony- 
> mous 
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mqus -td i>iS€ERNfttENT, which I fliould 
' frail an acute and jpenetratmg power, quick- 
lighted €ver to mark : a defedt, often anir 
mated enough likewife 19 chace t^ a beaut;^:. 
Thcfe ^qualities .ought 4bove all others tp 
unite in formation of a mati of the worl4 
and a^ critic. Jean Rouffet fays, that if Car- 
dinal Aiberoni had been as juDrcrous in 
keeping cldfe his own fentiments from a 

rival or coadjutoiLas he was a'droit to Dis- 
' CERN theirs, no manjcould have hoped ever 
to reach his Ikil! in thejcavoir-^vhre: w^hilft 
every wrriter who wiflies to extend his fame 
through future ages, will readily agree that 
the CRITICISM which we all acknowledge 
to be a faculty happily combined of judo- 
MBNT and DiscEKNMiBKT, is the true am« 
ber wherein good pcjctry defires to be pre-*' 
ferred and feen through — folid yet clear, as 
Ovid lay$ fo fweetly. 



-ut ebarnea fiquis 



Signa tegat ckro, rd Candida lilia, vitro. 

y 3 Such 
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Such CRITICISM really and bona Jidi 
poflfefles the property falfely by the ancienti 
attributed to Afphodel, which for that rea- 
fon they planted near burying- grounds, in 

r 

order to fupply with proper nourifhpient the 
manes of the dead* 



^ALENPAk, ALMANACK, REGISTER OF 

TIME, 



THE £rft of thefe words I have written 
with a kappa,^ becaufe fchplars tell me thaE 
'tis of Greek derivation, and comes from 
their verb to call—zs the prieft appointed to 
obferye the new moon gave notice pn hi^ 
firft difceming her appearance in the hea- 
vens by a call to him yrho prefided over the 
facrifices. Almanaci? is an Hebrew or 
Arabic word j and feems, I know not very 
Wf II why, to h3.ve reference towards afoo- 

logjrj 
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logy; whilft for the true register or 
TIMS we muft depend upon the kalen- 
DAR. That of Numa Pompilius contei\ted 
a warlike nation like the Romans for near 
feven hundred years: but Csfar, who united 
learning and genius to his military talents, 
reformed the abufes which had crept in ; 
not however changing the names, which re- 
mained the fame even through Pope Gre- 
gory^s ftill more philofophical and complete 
reformation, fixteen hundred years after 
Julius Caefar's time ; a veneration for litera* 
txire and reverence for antiquity having re- 
ftrained every virtuous and wife prince, nay 
every mad and tyrannical one, except Nero, 
from fuch prefumption. He indeed among 
.his other &r;m^c exploits ftruck at the ka- 
LENDAR, intending the infertion of his own 
and his favourites' names ; but the defign 
died with him, and fans-^culottides were de- 
ferred till 1 793, The month Quintilis was 
called July, in honour of the firft Caefar, by 

Y4 Mark 



32» BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

Mark Antony during his confulate j and the 
like compliment was paid to Auguflus after 
his deceafe, but I forget how early. No 
change of name has been, endured ftom thea 
till now. In Danet*s Didionary of Anti^ 
quities an old ]R.oman kalei^dar is pre* 
fcrved, whew I ufed to read and laugh at 
this article : — *' From the 14th of January 
to the a 3d, wicked diaysy by order of the Sc- 
nate^^ Surely the Convention muft have 
appropriated thefe with great cxaftnefs, as 
their king's murder clofed the number fo 
completely. Every month was however 
under proteftion of fome divinity j but our 
modem inftitutors of new cuftoms defpife all 
acknowledgements di that over-ruling Pro- 
vidence which they daily and hourly in^* 
fult. 

It is however fcarce pardonable in a 
Chrifti^n writer to fpeak fo lightly as I" do 
now, when tracing the conduft of men re- 
folved to provoke the vengeance, of Heaven 

ia 
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la its fuUeft extent, by the abolition of the 
DecaAogue givea by G^ in perfon to his 
people, and con^rmed by hkn incarnate four* 
teea liundred ami ninety year$ afiien WJbi^a 
the fettiog apart a £eve^nth day lor teft was 
infifted upba, our 'Saviour Chiiftfatd — Keep 
the Commandments; aad though his^fol* 
lowers changed the Jewifh fabaoth for the 
day on which he rofe again from the dead, 
as a tranfadion ftill more interefting than 
the finifli of creation itfelf — that day has 
been venerated by every fe£t, every modifi- 
cation of Chriftians, either by a cheerful ce- 
lebration of the happinefs it has enfured to 
us^ as in the Romiih church^'— or by a pecu~ 
liar fandtity of manners and decency of be^ 
haviour, as among the proteftants. No one 
who called himfdf a Chriftian of any deno« 
mination would however ^il to* refpefl: a 
day fo confecraCed by repofe from labour^ 
and rational meditation on the bleflings we 
receive ; till thefe new rnfiru^tors of man- 
kind 
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kind arofe, and inftituted decades for the 
mere purpofe of avoiding Sunday, and cut* 
ting ojBF from their deluded followers all com* 
municatioa with Heaven — left pcradventurc 
they might receive illumination, and leam 
to condemn a caufe fo facrile^oqs, a con« 
dud fo grofs and fhamelefs. 



JiiT' _>f ■■■■.•■ X'i ,. ■ ,"■■■ '•■" .-:■■"•• rrwj 



T-=- 



JUNG, SOVEREIGN. MONARCH, FK.INCI; 

PUKE. 



i*i-i* 



WORDS differing little except in ety^ 
mology, and ever challenging refped from 
man, who firft invented them in earlicft ages 
to fhew the original and neceflary propen- 
iity of our nature to diftinguifli itfelf from 
inferior creatures equally gregarious, not . 
merely by choofing a chief (for Heaven has 
beftowed that inftinO: on many animals, 
cranes, bees, &c.), but by eleding as head of 

thofc 
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tbofe more enlightened tribes, which form 
the human race, fome perfoh eminent above 
bis fellows for fpme quality well underilood 
and by them juftly cfteemed; fitted in ihort 
for the fupreme command,^ by native, or ac- 
quired, or hereditary excellence — a bene- 
fadtor, or the fon of ^ benef^flor to their 
community, to whoih they in grateful re- 
gard gave titles of honour and diftindion. 

Thus Cambden I believe and Verftegan 
agrefe, th^t the term king, of Saxon deri- 
vation, is drawn from Cyninj ; whence the 
Tartars call their chan llkewlfe — the origi- 
nal word, when traced to the root's extre- 
mity, fignifying, as I am told, mojljiout and 

$ 
$ 

valiant j as the firft., kings were monfter- 
tamers, men willingly followed by thofe 
below them in prowefs, to the great laboura 
qE clearing ground, killing wild beads, mak>» 
Ing fenced cities and the like — firft in diffi- 
culties ever, as firfl in place-^^painfiil though 
glorious prcremijaenc? 1 
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Yet thcfc -were virtues of a mtancr nmkt 

Pcrfcdions that were plac'd in bones and nenres} 

Souls more refin'd were bent on higher views^ 

To civilize the rude unpolifli'd world, 

And lay it under the reftraint of laws ; 

To make man mild and fociable to maOj 

To cultivate the wiM, licentious favage 

With wifdom, difcipline, and liberal arts^ 

Th' embellifhments of life. 

Addi50n*8 Cato. 

And true it feems, that thofe who fight and 
kick againft their king, fight alfo againft 
all and each of thefe ; and far as they fuc^ 
ceed return to barbarifm. Oh ! may the 
prefent league of royalty be crowned with 
jufi; fuccefs! and Atve all Europe ^^e^te^, while 
yet 'tb time, from fin, from, forrow and con- 
fiifion, and from relapfe ^to that favage fiatej 
that returning chaos whereto every thing 
appears to tend ! The word rex mean^ 
time, deriving as the Scythian ^ribcksI the 
Spaniih 4£r, &c. as Poftel fays, from an 
old Hebrew word fignifying the hcad^ feema 

to 
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to be tiie cau& that kiogs add /a&^z^. fignaAure 
to the fifft ii»nie now in thefe Chrifliafi 
' days^; for monarchs have no fur*name8, but 
appellatives— as Henri Beau-clerc, meaning 
the learned;^ Philippe le Bel, meaning the 
handfome, &c. And thefe late writers hava 
ihewn as little learning as loyalty in finding 
out the king of Prance to be plain Loiiis 
Capet, as they call him — feeing that his an- 
ccftpr Hughy when the nobles chofe to fet 
him up againft Charles duke of Lorraine, 
in or about the year* 987, took the name of 
Capet as head: for fur-name had he none be- 
fore ; and 'tis no more his name than George 
Ji£ji:is the nanie of our own gracious sove- 
reign : his father was Hugues le Blanc, or 
Grand, who fubdued Lothaire. Duke means - 
no more than leader or connuclor of armies^ 
or of tribes, when young fociety began to 
form, and mankind rofe above the brute 
creation by exerting his higheft privilege to . 
its nobleft purpofe — that of clafEng the ranks 
A of 
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of humanity and fixing the limits of aggrc^ 
gate life. Tc ducb is ftill a half proverbial 
expreffion, and fignifies attachment to our 
leader. Meantime mona'BlqBl in the po- 
liteft language well oppofed to ^i\rarch and 
ifA'archy, denotes a fole and sovereign 
fway: soferain or sovferjin implying 
that this MONARCH was fet over all — the 
univerfal governor^ under whom tributary 
PRINCES ruled z&Jirfi figures— Pit /i\rcj?P5 m 
their own diftrids — while he, the head of 
gold, held the fupreme jurifdidiion, and to 
him all appeals were made. Four of thefc 
univerfal monarchies are paft; and God has 
explicitly declared by his prophets that there 
Ihall be no more fuch : — he now punifhes 
with'exemplary fufferings that. nation which 

■ 

iince our Saviour's coming has alone sdmed 
at VNiFEKSAL MONARCST ; and ihews to all 
the world that he who exalteth him/elf 
^all be abafed^ 



KNAVERY^ 
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KNAVERY, RASCALITY, WAGGISH FRAUD, 

• TRICKS. 



THESE are not quite . fynonymous I 
think, the fecond word implying fomewhat 
more feridu3 than the others. All come from 
the petty malice and buffoonery of fervants, 
in old ariflocratid days admitted to more 
familiarities than now ; when rank is lefs 
furely afcertained, and more danger might 
arife from approximating one fituation of 
life with anothen 

Knave mc2intjcrvant ; the knave upon 
the cards in Englifh is valet in French; 
and when Chaucer and his cotemporary 
writers (the elegant ones, for Chaucer 
wr6te the high court language of his day) 
mention a KNAVEy child, as a boy, in 
oppofition to a female child, or girl, he 
means an beir^ the ddeflfon of. the family 
3 always ; 
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always ; beqaufe the b^ir while the father 
lived was Sijervant: — whence indeed the 
motto to the beir of England. 

Paul, a KNAFE of Jefus Chrift, is fhewn 
in the Duke of Lauderdale's Bible; but th?re 
are doubts of that being genuine, among 
people converfant in fuch matters. Mean- 
time RASCAL meant a lean deer; and the 
keeper of a nobleman or gentleman's park 
being the knave he oftcneft converfed 
with) he ufed in fport to call him rascal : 
Tou make fat rascals, Mrs. Doll, fays 
FalftafF on this principle. 

Foreigners will now find petty tricks 
and waggish frauds, fuch as April Fool 
Day exhibits ia remote, provinces, called 
knavery : nearer London that word feems 
now to mean cheats ajt cards, or fucli other 
paltry rascalities^ 



KNOW- 
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KKOWLEDGE, SClENCfi, WISDOM, SCHOLAR. 
SHIP, STUDY, LEARNING, ERUDITION. 



1*1 ■ iFiMl 



Thereby the well^^worn taper's light. 
Wearing away the watch of nighty 
Sat STUDY ; who, with overdraught head^ 
Henttmber^d nothing diat (he tead'^^ 

i^ys otu: Engliih fatirift ; yet in vulgar ac« 
ceptation is &e made nearly fynonymoua 
to the other fix words of a catalogue fo re« 
ibedtable, that their difcriminations are well 
worthy to be traced, could a hand be found 
poflefied of the clew commanding a maze 
fo intricate. Till fuch a one appears, let 
mc with trembling modefty uudertake the 
charge of foreigners who will venture to 
tread with me the lovely though perplexing 
labyrinth, where they will find wisdom^ 
or Sophia enthroned in the midft, a gift 6f 
God alone, an energy divine, appax;entl^ 
VOL, I. Z fpo»^ 
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fpontancous in foitte chofen fouls, of power 
to endure study, and through her means 
to obtain knowledgs ; not in a limited or 
conftrained fenfe do I fpeak it, but know- 
ledge of ourfelves and of what ftands a- 
round us; in a word, science with her 
numerous ramifications J the ftrongeft branch 
of which perhaps, and hardeil to fubdue, ia 
that of language, man's firft great diftinc* 
tion, the bar plated by Omnipotence to 
prove and to preferve the dignity of him 
whom he was pleafed to conftitute lord of 
his fair "creation ;— a gift beftowed 'origi- 
nally upon thofe who, when no longer m- ' 
nocenf, were by that one great fifculty ahme 
rendered capable of every evil ; infbmuch 

that'God thought fit to confound their prid€ 
by his ■ immediate Ihterpofition, adding on? 
that occafion miracle to punifhihertt. 

IStrice that unhappy hour, it has been 

jujftly accounted learning for mortafe to 

read the precepts of their anceftoi^i, while, 

V • • as«' 
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6& t)iae of their jTweeteft poets befl: exprefles 
St, 

lS¥"e wiritc io fand, our language grdw$» ' 
And like the tide our work o'erflows. 

\Vorfe ftill ! w&ile bifds ahd beafts have 
all of them a method whereby to compire- 
hiend the mutual fympathy of amorous 
temotlon^ or friendly intercoiirfe, b^ founds 
Well underftood ; even kings and pritices of 
^he human race are obliged to call in the 
afliftancc of scholarship in feme degree^ 
in order to know the tongue and dialed): of 
that fair whom they would addrefs before 
they can woo her affeftions. 

If this rhapfody is thought tedious or ofc 

.- ' • 

fenfive, as fetting language too high upon 
the fcale of human acquirements, let us re?^ 
coUe£t that there is nothing Worth acquiring 
to be had without this indiipenfable key to 
it J and although Balzac terms fuch stxj* 
DIES the luggage of antiquity, and Locke 

Z 2 advifei 
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^advifes us to fill the mind with ufefut re^ 
fledions, rather than load it with a weigBt 
of ERUDITION— k wa8 peibaps becaufe 
the firft wifhed to conceal his own igno- 
rance of ancient ftyle and dialed, under as 
afliimed contempt; while he intended ta 
form a phrafeology wholly his own in 
France, and render that the criterion of ex-* 
cellence. Mr. Locke began the world a 
wit and critic, and half a poet,, and made 
epigrams ; and one might fay with Prior, 

I'm forry. Sir, that youVc difcardcd 
The men with whom (b long you herded. 

. But his condltutlon would not permit 
him to toil through the ftifp clays of gram>- 
mar, logic, or fchool learning of any 
fort; difputes concerning- which always put 
him out of humour, his biographers fay, 
cfpecially Mr. P. de Cofte, in hia Charafter 
rather than Life of Locke, printed by Mr. 
de$ Maizeaiix ; tod fa he blinded his owz^ 
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eyes, and thofe of his followers, with the 
dufl raifed by Defcartes, till he kept a cloud 
of it thick between him and the old Arifto- 
telians, and fancied that philofophy for ever 
exploded by French genius, in good time! 
and French audacity. Locke's reach of 
mind was fuch, however, he could not but 
know that, in order our heads fhould be 
llored with ufeful reflcdions, fomewhat 
fliould be provided for us to reflect upon : 
— and that even moral philofophy, or ethics, 
muft come to the grammarian for elucida* 
tion, as chronology mull deicend to the 
computifl for proofs— might be ihown from 
a couplet in the Effay on Man, where Mr. 
Pope aflerts pretty roundly — ^I hope with- 
out underftanding himfelf— that 

For modes of faith let gracelefs zealots fight^ 
His can't be wrongt whofe life is in the right. 

Now furely the Mahometan paradifc is 
no truer, and the Mahometan faith no 

Z 3 purer. 
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purer, for the good lives of fome individiuS 
Muflulmen ; nor will any one believe tike 
ilory of Viftnoo and his Seven Metamor^ 
phofcs an hour fooner, becaufe they fee 
fome good old Bramin, who believes them 
faithfully, leading an innocent and pndfcn 
worthy life* Mn Gibbon does not appear- 
to give credit to Polytheifm, or forbear tQ 
laugh at ftories of thofe deities which were 
(erioufly enough adored by the incompara*^ 
ble Scipio —although he laments their ex^ 
clufion* — Ridiculous ! — ^Had then Mr. Pepe 
only put the pcrfonal pronoun in place of 
^^P^Jk/P"^^ one, as nominative c^e to the 
verb, and faid, 

He can't be wrong whofe life is in the right» 

It had been quite fufficient, and ex-* 
plained his own meaning clearly ; which 
doubtlefs went no further than to fay how 
a virtuous Muflulman was as valuable in 
the fight of his impartial Creator, as a vir-^ 
tuous Chrifti»n } and the morality of SclpiQ 

^^ually 
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equally dear to God as that of noy Lord 
Falldand or Marechal Turenae. So 9iuch 
for the influence of grammar on a branch 
of STUDY that has often enough prpfeiTed 
a lofty contempt of it j — and I could give an 
inflancc of its confeqiicnce with regard to 
hiftorical fa£ts too, and the art of negociating 
between contending powers, and, of pen- 
ning treaties with cbrretSknefs incapable of 
being eluded by intereft, ©r denied by in- 
fenfibility. 

The anecdote relates to a capitulation of 
the^Dutch garrifon in Tournay, 1 745, when 
they thought themfelves reftrained by an 
article only from a£tihg for a limited time rn 
any of tlie barrier towns ; but foon found 
out how the grammatical conftrudion of 
the words bad deceived them, when the 
French interpreted that convention, as tying 
them up from ading in any part of Europe* 
The cavil turned upon the following ex- 
preflion :— Dutch troops were not to ad in 

* 

Z 4 any 
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any of the places ks plus rtculees de la 6ar^ 
riere. Our honefl: Hollanders do'ubtlefs im<» 
derftood de la harritre in the genitive cafe j 
Meffieurs les Francob fwore they meant it 

in the ablative. 

Shall I go on ? or have I faid etiough ? ai 
IMilton makes his Lady in Comus exclaimi 
v^hen pr^fmg Virtue before the throne of 
Vice:— or can enough be faid to enhance 
the value of thofe studies which tend to 
elucidate SCHOLASTIC learning, and^fix* 
ing the boundaries of language, feek for their 
objed; the well underftanding of fpeech ? 

Speech ! Thought's canal ! Speech ! Thought's oriterion 

too J 
Thought in the mine may eome forth gold or drofs. 
When cMdxn words we know its real worth. 

But poetry is idle, if we feek to be fublimc 
in our defcription of its excellency, its dig^ 
toity, or its power j — for fpeech was the en-r 
gine of creative energy. — He Jpake tbf 
wordj and they were created, 

TQ 
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TO LACERATE, TO TEAR, TO REND, TO 
BREAK, TO SEPARATE WITH VIOLENCE, 
TO DIVTOE FORCIBLY, TO SPUT. 



T H AT the firft of thefe words fliould 
be fo feldom ufed in converfation, though 
eminently pleafing, one might enquire long 
and find no caufe, unlefs its familiarity With 
the Surgeon's profeflion may be deemed 
one. Their diftindions between a contufcd^ 
an inciftd^ and a lacerated wound may have 
given difguft, and contributed, for aught I 
know, to the banifhment of that exprefllon 
from polite fociety, where it would found 
pedantic and improper* In ferious and 
ileady talk concerning any important events 
we yet retain it however j and no man 
would be difpraifed for faying in company, 
that when he looked upon Great Britdn in 
a geographical map, it gave Jiim the idea of 

Jiaving 
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having in former ages adhered as by a 
ftin to the continent j and thence being 

roughly LACERATED by fpmc accident, 
was perhaps rent away, lii» iSicily from 
Calabria's fhore, of which the word rbegiQ 
is a corroborating evidence ; while to se-^ 
PA&ATB with violence, and forcibly di- 
yiDE one place from another, is the pro- 
perty of earthquakps goniipon m thp South 
of Italy and its vicHiagc, where a traveller 
perpetually fees little iilands apparently 
TOAN off from the neighbouring coaft, 
4uid' principally about PuzziioU, till the fight 
t)f rocks SPLIT in two, or bro|£EN in a 
.thouf4u;id pieces by tb^ own int;ernal comr 
motious, fcarce aftouifh one — ^fo frequent 
as well as frightful are th?fe pha^nomena. 
So much for the analogy of words not fy- 
aonyinous after all j wbilft a foreigner muft 
be careful above every thing to avoid our 
vile Weftern dialetfts, which fayi^ \ hqke my 
beft muflin apron v^ fn^tching a china 

plate 
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plate to fave it from being torn : a phrafe in 
which broke and torn are put precifely in 
the wrong place. — For better explanation, 
whatever is woven may be torn, whatever 
is brittle or fragile we can eafilyfiREAK; 
the hardeft fiibftances will split, if gun- 
powder be applied properly for that pur- 
pofe. Jealoufy will separate with vio- 
lence the clofeft frieadfhips } and the fjpirit 
of party rage divide the neareft ties of 
blood* Jleih is lacerated by a thoufand 
accidents; but irruptions from a volcano 
REND even mountains afunder. 



^= 



tANQUAGES, TOI^GUES, SPEECH, IDIO^f, 

DIALECT. 



<^m 



. AS all LANGUAGE was at firft oral^ one 

would naturally fuppofe the fecond of thefe 

words to be the common converfation term ; 

y but 
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but experience fays no, notwithftanding 
that its derivation is nearer home than the 
others — if wc except speech, that claims 
from Runic origin like itfelf. But the mira- 
culous gift of TONGUES^beflowed onChrift's 
ApofUes by the immediate interpofition of 
God's Holy Spirit for the purpofe of pro- 
pagating his divine precepts, might pofli- 
biy contribute to the confecration of this 
word from very common or fanuliar ufc, 
though it yet remains an ornament of poe- 
try; while SPEECH fignifics more popularly 
a general power of utterance, than a mode of 
it appropriated to fome particular nation. 
Idiom implies the caft of expreffion and turn 
of difcourfe belonging to a language, and 
Di A t ECT runs into fub-divifions, as ih£ coun- 
try where 'tis fpoken divides into provinces 
or diftrids. Thefe dialects in England, 
France, or Spain, where there is (or ought to 
be) one government only, are mere corrup- 
tions not modifications of thcLANQUAQE. — 

In 
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In Italy, as heretofore in Greece, matferfe 
' are very difiercnt ; each ftate has a feparate 

code of laws, difUnd manners, drelTes, ha** 
bits of life dependent on their different go- 
vernments ; fome of which are monarchical, 
fome purely ariftocratical : in countries fo 
4iver(ified, the language varies too, and al- 
moft every dialect is a written one. — I 
have feen books in Milanefe, and tranfla- 
tions from the Tufcan into Venetian fre- 
quently: — indeed you fee upon the figns^, 
&c. when you come into a new ftate, aH 
over Italy; for, though the accompliihed 
ladies of the court and profefTed fcholars 
fpeak to you in Florentine^ ox as we fay 
Italian^ the ordinary people fcarce know of 
fuch ii tongue either at Naples, Genoa, or 
Turin, where either French or the provin-^ 
cial patois falutes your ear fo conftantly, ^tis 
difiicult to fuppofe yourfelf in that nation of 
which you ftudied the language when ia 
England. In the Venetian ftate I faw a 

man 
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>naQ who I had been told was Giorgh 
Scendone write his name tipon his Aoojt 
Zor^so Zendoni and it ufed to be mjr fport 
to talk Milaaefe with ah old Tufcan h^ 
qu^ de place at Florence^ and he called it 
T'urkijby nor would believe it was a dialed; 
of Italy. 

Meantime speech is the comprehenfivd 
Word ufed ferioufly for a tranfcendcntal 
** There is neither speech nor language** 
(fays the pfalmift), but their voices artf 
heard among them/* — " In speech be thefe 
eight parts following,'* fays ourLilly*s.Gram* 
mar ; a book that boafls a conflellation of 
fcholarihip and learning in thofe who com* 
pofed it, which hardly any other of the 
fame fize can Ihow; while the illuftriou3 
names of Erafmus, Dean Collet, Lilly, and 
1 believe Sir Thomas More himfclf, embalm 
and preferve it for as long as literature Ihall 
laft in^this kingdom. An example to take> 
in our five words at the head of this article, 

mufl 
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Muft not howeret be' forgotten : k tsa^sfiL 
)^ ma4a to mn thu«>: - 
1 Charles Qtfint Waa n{><^ fot ^tyingtr th^ 
:& mairf; L-AKGUAGEg as^ a man knows, fo 
:many limes is he m^aiL If this pofltion be 
rtruC) ^hat a mortal inuft the intecpre?< 
•tcr of Saltan Solymaa have been!/wlio 
was fai<t to have fpoken twenty-feven divew 
t*on6ub^, with fluency and eafe, ampag 
which were fome Malabs^ick £^iAL£€T6f'| 
truft ; and even the clucking speech of the 
Hottentots muft have been called in for the 
purpofe of making out fo furprifingly great 
a variety. It is not^ how^ever, knowing a 
jiumber of names for one thing, that confti- 
tutes a philologer like James Harris,, or like 
Samuel Johnfon, although it may make a 
linguifl like Baretti. 

And furc, faid I, you find yourfclf fo able. 
Pity you was not druggerinan at Babel. 

D0HN£« 

While 
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While to difcover the root and grafp the 
ftem of language; to inveftlgate its qu»- 
fitie% and examine into its colours ; to leam 
the ramifications, and form acquwitance 
with the IDIOM s, thofe flowers that adorn it : 
to preferve their fweets, and ftote them up 
a valuable providon of materials for the 
arts of Logic, Rhetoric, and Poetry— 
this is the uleful, and not undelightfiil 
deftination of a feholar's life — 

While from (cience^ proud tree the rich fruit he receireiy 
Who could (hgke the whole trunk, while they tum'd a 
few leares. 
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tARGfi, BIG, BULKY, GREAT. 



THAT thefe words are nearly fynony- 

t 

toous, we doubt notj that they are not 
wholly fo, may be feen by applying them 

differ- 
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differently, and placing them clofely widi* 
out imputation of tautology, while we af- 
firm that Mr. Bakewell's LARfaE breed of 
iheep in Leicefterfhire produced in the year 
1780, or thenxiboutSj a ram fo bi^lky^ as 
at three years old to nieafufe two feet five 
* inches high,' and five feet ten inches round his 
body, or, as we exprefs it, in the girth. Such 
is the effedl of care. and cultivation ; which 
in laniferous animals is of apparent ufe, 
bccaufc fo much wool mayT}e gathered off a 
body fo LARGE in circumference. Great 
cattle however fcaicely can be faid to an- 
fwer the pains taken to increafe their fize. 
A B I G cow is not found to give as much 
more or as much better milk than her com- 
panions, as will pay the farmer for the 
deep pafture ihe ftands in need of, and for 
his unremitted attention in change and re- 
newal even of that j befides that the breed 
-J will revert back to the natural magnitude 
i every year, unlefs much money is fpent^ 
' tOL. I. A a and 
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and pains taken to prevent it : — and I b<y 
licve LAlGE oxen in countries where they 
iplough with them^ do no more work» and 
do that work no better, than beafts of the 
common undegenerated fize. Such plea- 
fures will at length end where they began 
—in mere experiment ; for Nature when 
prefled out of ];ier common courfe refentsf 
the infult, and drives man back by means, 
unknown even to himfelf-— back to the 
beaten road, fo fure as he ever was difpofed 
to quit it ; whatever ftrange temptation 
might feduce, whatever inquifitivc philofoh 
phy might prompt him. 



LAVISH, PROFUSE, PRODIGAL. 



THESE adjedives end in a climajf j for 
he who begins by being lavish will foon 

become 
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become profose, and finlfh v^ith griowlnl; 
fo coiSajpfetely probigal, th« no incdinc will 
fupply his wafteful and ridicUloiia excefe. 
This laft word is for that reafbn turned intd 
a fubftantive, and exprefles a man guilty ef 
all fucii riotous follies as are afcribed to th^ 
youth in our Blefled Saviour's well-known 
parable. — ^Tropes of poetry and rhetoric do 
moft certainly and daily, as Doctor Johnfon 
fays, encroach upon our profe, and the 
inetaphorical becomes the curreht feilfe in 
time. This aflertioti is obvioufly true in the 
liaitiing one of our very common fruits- 
called at J^rfi poffibly the neSarine ot neSfd^ 
reous fruit, in order to diftinguKh it as fu- 
pcrior to all others in flavour ; — and hoi» 
'tis known by that name only. — With re-^ 
gard to the words upon my lift, the fame 
Dodot Johnfon with his accuftomed wif- 
dom obferved^ That a young man naturally 
dilpdfed to be lavish ever appears befet 
with temptations to e&tend his ibily, and 

A a tj become 
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^become eminently profuse, till he caA 
fcarcely avoid ending his days a prodigal^ 
diftrefled on every fide in mind^ body, and 
^fiate ; for while the neighbours and ac« 
quaintance reprefs that fpirit of penurious 
.niggardlinefs which now and then betrays 
itfelf in a boy of mean education— »becaufe 
from that bafenefs indulged no pleafure or 
profit can accrue to ftanders by—- they ^ 
encourage an empty-headed lad in idle aad 
expenfive waftefulnefs, from whence fome- 
.thing may poffibly drop into every gaping 
.mouth. I never myfelf heard a ftory of 
.prodigality reduced to want, yet keeping 
.iip its charader in the very hour of defpair, fo 
. well authenticated as the following, which I 
.gained from a native of Italy, 

i Two gentlemen of that country were 
.walking leifurely up the Hay-Market fomc 
-time in the year 1749, lamenting the fate of 
• the famous Guzzona, an adlrefs who foine 
. time- before had be^n in high vogue, but 
I • • .. i k . wag 
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was then as they Jieard ia^ a very pitiable*^ 
fituation. Let us go and vifit her, faidcme of * 
them, fhe lives but over the way. The : 
other confented j and calling at the door, they 
were fliewa up flairs, but found the faded 
beauty dull and fpiritlels, tinable or un- 
wiljing to converfe on any fubjed* How's 
this ? cried one of her confolers, are you 
iH ? or is it but low {pints chains your 
tongue fo ?-i-Neither, replied fhe : 'tis hun« 
g^r I fuppofe. I ate nothing yeflerday, and 
now 'tis pad fix o'clock, and not one penny 
have I in the world to buy Ine any food. 
f^Come with us inftantly to a tavern, we will 
treat you with the befl roafl fowls and Port 
wine that London can produce.— i-But I will 
have neither my dinner nor myplaceof ealting . 
it prefcribed to me^ anfwered Cuzzona in a 
fharper tone — elfe I need never have want« 
ed. Forgive me, cries the friend — do your 
own way ; but eat in the name of God, and 
rcftore fainting nature. — She thanked him; 

A a 3 then. 
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f hcBt a^nd c^lifig to her a idcnilj wretch 
Mrho inhabited the fame theatre of mifery, 
gave bif^ the guinea the vifitor accompani^ 
his laft words with, and Run with this mo- 
ixey, (aid (he, to fuch a wine-merchant— -nam* 
ing him ; he is the only one keeps good To- 
kay by hUn — *tis a guinea a bottle, mind 
you — to the bpy — ^and bid the gentlemaa 
you buy it of giye you a loaf into the bar- 
gain — he won't refufe. In half an hour or 
leis the lad returned with the Tokay. But 
where, cries Cuzzona, is the loaf I ipoke for ? 
The merchant would giye me no loaf, rejdies 
her meflenger ; he drove me from the door, 
aad aflced if I took him for a baken — ^Block^ 
head ! exclaims fhe, why I mull have bread 
to my wine you know, and I have not a 
pcnay to purchafc any— Go beg me a loaf 
diredly. The fellow retuirns once more 
with one in his hand and a halfpenny,^ tell'- 
ing 'e?a the gentleman threw hipi three, 
aad laughed at his impudence.-rShe gave 

her 
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her Mercury the mbney— broke the bread 
into a wafh hand bafon which flood near, 
poured the Tokay over it, and devoured 
the whole with eagernefs. This was in- 
deed a heroine in PROFUSION, Somea<aive 
well-wifhers procured her a benefit after 
this ; ihe gained about 350L 'tis faid, and 
laid out two hundred of the money inftantly 
in a JbelUcap : they wore fuch things then. 
But Dodor Johnfon had always fome ftory 
at hand to check extravagant and wanton 
waftefulnefs. His improvifo verfes made on 
a young Heir's coming of age are highly ca- 
pable of reftraining fuch folly, if it is to be 
reftrained : they never yet were printed, J 
believe* 

Long expc£led one-and-rweney, 
Lingering year, at length is flown 5 
Pride and pleafure, pomp and pfenty, 
Great ■ ■ — — , are now your own. 

LoofenM from- the minor's tcthcf. 
Free to mortgage or to fell, 

Aa4 Wild 
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Wild as wind, and light as feather^ 
Bid the fons of thrift farewell. 

Call the Bctfcys, Kates and Jennies^ 
■ All the names that banifh care ; 
JjAvish of your grandfire's guineas^ 
Shew the fpirit of an hei^:. 

All that prey on vice or folly 
Joy to fee their quarry fly 5 
There the gamefter light and jolly, 
There the lender grave and fly. 

Wealth, my lad, was made to w^nder^ 
Let it wander as it will ; 
Call the jockey, call the pander. 
Bid them come and take their filL 

When the bonny blade caroufesj 
Pockets full, and fpirits high — 
What are acres ? what are houfes I 
Only dirt or wet or dry. 

Should the guardiin fr!end or mother 
Tell the woes of wilful wafl:e \ 
Scorn their counfel, fcorn their pother— ^ 
You can hang or drown at laft. 



LAWLESS^ 
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LAWLESS, LICENTIOUS, WILD, 
UNGOVERNABLE. 



THESE words above all others take their 
fenfe — and their fynonymy, if fynonymous 
they are — from converfation. — We fay a 
LICENTIOUS writer, an ungovernable 
lihool-boy, a wild young fellow, and a 
LAWLESS multitude. Whatever is unreftrain-?- 
ed, whatever is prefumptuous, may claim. > 
thefe epithets adje£tivially. — Thefirft is how- 
ever ten times for one ufed as an adverb j 
in verfe almoft always — ^fince Dryden's time^ 
■lyho feldom ufrag compound epithets oftea 
llrengthens his meaning by giving two— 

Blind as the Cyclop, nay more blind than hcj 
They own'd a lawless, favage liberty. 
Like that our painted anceflors once prizM, 
Ere empire's arts their breads had civiliz'd. 

While Pope ia more modern phrafe— lefs 

energetic 



"b 
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energetic from its fuperior elegance and 
polifli perhaps— but Tery beautifully ex- 
claims : 

Let earth unbalanced from her orbit fly» 
Planets and funs run lawless through the fky : 
Let ruling angels from their fpheres be hurFd, 
Being on being wFeclc'd-*- and world on world i 
All this dread order breaks for whom ? for thee,^ 
Vile worm !— -Oh madnefs ! pride ! impiety ! 

Would not one think he had been wriring 
to citizen Danton or CoUot D*Herbois of 
the French Convention ? Meantime the fe- 
cond word on our lift has commonly a mo- 
ral fenfe tacked to it beyond what naturally 
follows the other three. Such a one, fay we, 
leads a licentious life, I wonder what 
will come of it: he was ftrangely ungo- 
vernable when a lad, and expelled from 
the military academy at Woolwich for his 
WILD pranks and extravagant condud: : in- 
capable of being reflrained by the rules 
of any Ibciety — his friends then fent him to 

fea, 
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fea, where he, he5ide4 a mixtu^y^ in wbic^ 
the captain was confined in irons tlU Vs^ 
gario and hi^ comrades had gsdned firm pol^ 
feffion of the ihip : they put out the yawl 
then, fet (heir commander and the ^^q 
officers who held with lum, on board her i 
and leaving them in the mudil of the Par 
ciiic Ocean to find their way how and 
where they could, carried off the Teflel^ 
and turned pirates, fubjed to no cpntrpul|, 
and with claims to no protection. How a 
{late fo LAWLESS can long exift, I know 
not. The young fellow was otice heard of 
fince, as having touched at Otaheite--'*^ fit 
place enough for one £0 favagely difpofed* 
Cambden tells us of a court called law* 
LBS a court in England, held at King's: HiUf 
ibmewhere in Effex, every Wednefday morn-* 
ing at early dawn from Michaelmas to Chriib- 
mas } where they have none but fire-light 
to do bufinefs by^ and he who owes fuit and 

fcrvice 
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Icrvice there forfeits his rent if he fails in 
his attendance. He tells us too, 'that this 
was a puniihment impofed on the tenants 
there, for having' once aflcmbled at that 
UNLAWFUL hour, with intent to raife a 
commotion. I fuppofe the ufage is fallen- 

« 

into decay, now that old cuftoms are in a ' 
general ftate of relaxation. Perhaps our 
witnefling the dreadful effeds of ungo- 
VERNED fury in a neighbouring nation, 
may give us fpirit to hold faft however by 
cur legiflative powers and conftituted au* 
thorlty ; confcious that to maintain them is 
to fupport ourfelves^ and fave our living 
pcrfons from maflacre, our dead bodies, 
from facrilegious fjpoilers, which in France 
now tear up the corpfes of their departed 
tings, and ftrip with favage, with unheard . 
of greedinefs — the facrcd dead for gain.. 
—What wonder? — When commerce lan^ 
guilhes, induftry fleeps, war roars, and 

hunge? 
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Ltinger rages — down they come like troo{» 
of wolves defcribed by Thomfon in his Sea^ 
fons: 

Burning for blood — ^bony, and gaunt, and grim. 
All is their prize : tliey fallen on the ftced, 
; Prefs him to earthy and pierce his mighty heart ; 
Nor can the bull his awful front defend, 
Or fhake the murderous favages away. 
Rapacious at the mother's throat they fly. 
And tear the fcreaming Infant from her breaft. 
Even Beauty — force divine 1 at whofe bright glanoc 
The generous Jion ftands in foften'd gaze. 
Here bleeds a helplefs, undiftinguifli'd prey. 
But if, appriz'd of the fevere attack* 
The country be fliut up ; lur'd by the fcent, 
On church-yards drear, inhuman to relate. 
The difappointed prowlers fall— and dig 
The flirowded body from the grave, and there, 
Mix'd with foul fliadcs and frighted ghoftg— they howl. 



LAY^ 
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LAY, SONG, BALLAD; POETICAL OR 
MUSICAL COMPLAINT. 



I SHOULD not have faid musical 
COMPLAINT here, had I not hoped the foft 
nightingale's pathetic ftrains would in fomc 
meafure have juftified the cxpreffion. Yet 
I doubt not but in ancient days, when lay 
ineant fomediing pofitive, and the beft ly- 
ricks in the old provengal performances im- 
plied no more, nor eVcr could have obtained 
any higher name — they were always fet, 
and commonly fung too: for the three 
(ifters then Jived very kindly together, and 
Poetry had not learned to defpife family af- 
fiftance ; when a painted explanation of the 
loter'$ fadnefs ornamenting the top of a very 
mournful ballad, with a few fimple notej^ 
to which he fung it under the fair one'a 
window, rendered thefweet lay irrcfiftible; 

7 and 
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^nd I much wonder that Dn Bumey, in hi^ 
ddightful Hiftory of Mufick, did not givt 
us a beautiful fpecimen from Pere Mourgu/ 
of an ancient lay, printed as fuch in his 
learned Treatife upon French Poetry. I 

cannot myfelf refifl the pleafure of inferting 

■ \* 

and imitating it ; although that is a powtr 
the laft named author has fo much of^ 
^tis half infolent to attempt tranilating 
what he forbears. 

Sur I'appuy du monde^ 
Que faut il qu'on fonde 

D'Efpoir ? 

Cette mer profonde 

£n debris feconde 

Fait voir ; 

Calmc au matin londc, 
£t Torafge y gronde 

Le foir. 

On this world's foundation 

Who their hopes would place i 

They (hould find, a!asi 

Nothing but Texation. 

^ Shtpwfcckfd 
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Shipwrecked failors we 
On lifers flatt'ring fea> 
Find it calm i' th' mornings 
But," the night returning^ 

' ■ ' On fome rocky coaft," 

TVe^ poor fculs! are lojl. 

To the old LAY, trochaick meafure wa^ 
indilpenfable, as I have read ; among m'o^ 
iiern ones Pope s third Paftoral leems pret- 
iieft and nearefl to original ideas ; but he 
called profefledly on Virgil's mufe for aflifl- 
ance, fo that imitation is provided againfty 
and pardoned. 

Tc Mcmtucin nymphs ! your facred fuccours bring,- 
Ilylas and iEgon's rural lays I fing. 

The word Is now ufed for almoft every 
metrical compofition, and foreigners^ will 
find it accepted fo too often : this is how- 
ever mere effed of ignorance ; a lay can 

9 

mean only a fong or verfes expreflive of 
complaint^ as the French from whom we get- 
it derive the word from lessus, a funerat 

fong: 
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fong or dirge ; and though Johnfoa confi* 
ders it as of Danifh etymology, from leey, 
*tis fiill a lamentation every way* 

** Ballad," fays Dr. Watts, ** once %• 
nified a folemn, fad, and facred fong ; but the 
word now applies only to trifling verfes." — 
Would it be too fancy for me to venture a 
conjed:ure that it once meant a rondeau or 
roundelay, either in the poetry or the mufic? 
"lis the formation of the word which leads 
me fo to fancy — the ball means but dan« 
cing in a circle; the BALLAD I believe meant 
finging in one. 



« 



I^ENITY, MILDNESS, MERCY, GENTLENESS. 



-^-m 



VIRTUES admired by Pagans, recom- 
mended to Chriftians, enjoined by Maho- 
met, commanded by God when he gave 

VOL. I. B b laws 
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laws in perfon to a people he was pleafed tdf 
call peculiarly his own : qualities by modern 
philofophy confidered as non-exiftent, by 
modern manners annulled^ and by French 
maxims totally]aboliihed ; for, if all men are 
equal, mercy is no more— ^and how fhall 
I.EN1TY be fhewn when puniihment is not 
in our power? who ihall be pr^ed for 
MILDNESS, where rougher conduct would 
only be retorted by ftrength perhaps fupe- 
rior to our own ? " We live in an age,'* 
fays a great writer, fifteen years ago,^ ** when 
it feems to be a fort of public fport to con- 
temn all authority which cannot be en- 
forced :" — but let us remember, that with 
authority goes away obedience, loyalty, fide- 
lity among the lower clafles — gentleness 
and generofity among thofe who no longer 
have an opportunity to fhew fuch exoelleii- 
cies of nature. Trajan and Turenne fink 
into common foldiers ; and the emperor's 
tearing his own robe to bind the wounds oi 
^a a fainting 
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a fainting warrior, lofes all value on thi^ 
new plan of regulation, wken he would have 
beea his comrade only, not his prince. Tu- 
renne and his lacquey no longer make a 
flory worth recording; yet will we tell it for 
the honour of iFrance in days wljen differ- 
ent ideas prevailed there. 

The Marechal was looking undreft out 
of his palace windo'w, and from an apart- 
ment in it which he feldom ufed : the foot- 
man, little fufpeding ^twas his mafter, hit 
him a fmart rap on the head as he ftooped 
and leaned forward — " What now?" ex- 
claimed Turenne. The terrified fervant fal- 
tered out, trembling, / thought it bad been 
George^ my lord. " But if it bad been 
George, child, thou fhouldft not have ftruck 
fo hard," replied the hero — who, in de- 
fiance to the maxims of Rochefoucault, was 
<:ertainly fuch even to his valet-de*chambrc. 



B b 2 XEVITY, 
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LEVITY, INCONSTANCY, UNSTEADINESS, 



ARE nearly if not ftridly fynony mous : 
for he who is difpofed to levity in friend- 
fliip well warrants a fufpicion of his incon- 
stancy in love ; although the words here 
mull not be ufed alternately : nor would a 
wife man choofe fuch a charader for part- 
nerfhip in bufineffi, nor would he willingly 
accept him as coadjutor in ftatfe matters, 
becaufe no temper is fo certainly fatal to af- 
fairs of confequence as an irrefolute one, 
which gives difpofition towards wavering on 
every fubjedt, either from natural lightnefs 
of mind, or from that almoft equally vex- 
atious UNSTEADINESS of couduft, fo fre- 
quently the efFeft of too much philofophy, 
and a way people get into, more with their 
own applaufe than that of their neighbours, 
of weighing every thing fo nicely, and in- 

veftigating 
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veftigating every thing fo clofely, that find- 
ing faults in all, as in all fublunary things 
faults mull be found, they refolve on no-^ 
thing till that time is paft in which any thing 
can be done. 



LEVITY, AIRINESS, GAIETY, HILARITY, 

GOOD SPIRITS. 



THE laft of thefe is the common con- 
verfation phrafe for that ftrain of cheerful- 
nefs which in a profefTed wit is called hila- 
rity, in a fine lady gaiety and airiness, 
but in an every day companion of no pecu- 
liar charaifler or confequence, mere good 
SPIRITS J as if* we would imply that fuch 
manner was more the efFeft of corporeal 
than mental powers. It may be fo fome- 
times ; but good breeding often puts on the 
mafk of LEVITY in gay circles, whence if 

B b 3 ferioufnefs 
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feriouTnefs^^ere not excluded^ ladnds wouM 
foon come in; and no one has a right to ex« 
cite unpleafmg ideas in the mind of others 
met for the purpofe of being happy together 
for a few hours. They are not all fynony- 
mou8, however. I have often obferved chil- 
dren^ fjpoiled ones we will fay, ia whom le- 
vity of manners was ccnnedled with fullea 
perverfenefs of tempfer, and an obftinate refof 
lution to regard nothing that did not immedi- 
ately tend to their own amufcment. Real and 
genuine hilarity meantime isnotfeldoin 

■ 

the efFeft of a nund fertile in ideas and over*- 
flowingwiththatgoodhumourwhichjohnfon 
defines a habit of being pleafed. Such a foul 
levigated by profperity foon mouirts into 
AIRINESS of temper, and fettles without 
much difficulty in a ftate of agreeable an4 
habitual gaiety vifible in the countenance, 
the manners and converlktion of our fami- 
liar life; {landing little in need of adfci- 

titious help from paftimes, crowds, drink, oif« 

• «• 

tV[niult;iiou% 



>< 
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.tumnltilous diverfions, which only conflStutc 
a power of forcing out momentary flafhes 
of half-artififcial merriment, like fireworks 
that fink fuddenly and expire on the inftant, 
leaving not only a dark glpom but an ill fa^ 
vour behind. 



"r * ' '" ' ■ " " ' ■ ' j w , >* I i I " *. J» '? i 



JLlBEtLER, PEFAMER, LAMPOONER, 

SATIRIST, 



THE laft of thefe gentlemen will perhaps 
complain that I have libelled his charac- 
ter by placing it befide the other three. Yet 
'tis but his intention, beft known to himfelf 
too, that preferves, if indeed it does of right 
preferve him, from a place among this clafs 
of noxious although in fome degree ufeful 
animals ; the hornets, wafps, and ftinging 
flies of life, which emulate the vulture's vo- 
f aqity without her force, the ferpent'^ venom 

B b ij. , toa 
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too without being poffeffed of his fubtlety. 
Our SATIRIST is however confefledly the 
nobleft creature of the tribe; for he does not, 
like the defamer, fix upon one.perfon in 
particular to calumniate, but cenfures (as he 
fays, with hope of reforming) the fex or 
nation, or fpecies in general, which comes 
within the fcope of his indignation j that in- 
dignation which he would willingly make 
us believe was only raifed by vice ; — whilft 
his imitators, fheltered by his example, and 
the ril-advifed countenance given to his 
works, detrad from virtue, and flander in- 
nocence, under ^the merry appellation of 
LAMPOONERS. Foreigners may learn in 
England, which teems with thefe infeds al- 
moft peculiar to our climate, that he is with 
moft propriety termed a libeller who in- 
fults fuperiority with reproach, taking Tber^ 

fttes for his Grecian model ; while the lam- 
pooners love myfterious mifchief and 
filthy refearch, and ought to confider the 

Romai> 
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Roman Clodius as head and prefident of 
their detefted fe£l. But defamers, whoare 
*tis agreed leaft worthy our attention, as fur- 
theft removed out of the ranks of humanity, 
claim no higher patron fure than Shake- 
fpeare's Caliban^ who turns upon his bene- 

fadors, and fays, as fome of them might well 
have done, 

You taught me language and my profit on't 
Is, I know how to curfc ; the red plague rid ye 
For learning me your language ! 

Such beings are however beft negleded, and 
they are foon forgotten : the moft compen- 
dious and witty anfwer to them all is that 
little epigram firft publifhed in Dodfley's 
Colledion, thence taken and put into every 
other, 

Lie on, while my revenge fhall be 
To fpeak the very truth of thee. 



TO 
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TO LIKE, TO CHOOSE WITH PREFERENCE, 
TO APPROVE, TO BE PLEASED WITH, 



pimmmimamam 



ARE verbs analogous no doubt, but ne* 
ver will they arrive at true fynony my, while 
young people in particular have the misfor- 
tune to BB PLEASED WITH many compa^- 
nioas themfelve^ can fcarce fay they ap- 
prove J and thofe who are paft the heat of 
youth as 6ften are induced by folid reafons 
enough to choose with preference z, 
wife they do not like at all. Yet have we 
no words that better exprefs our meaning, 
• from which efteem runs as wide aw2^y on 
one fide as love does on the other. Even 
family afFedion is removed to a prodigious 
degree of diftance from LiKiNCjt j as may be 
feen by a man's living in familiar Intercourii 
for many years amidft a circle of true friends, 
CHOSEN with preference (and perhapa 

»ot 
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not unworthily) by himfelf in early days-- 
fince when, that very n^oney which he 
gained perhaps by their affiftance^ being ac** 
cumulated to a large mafs from hia. own fru- 

« 

gal habits, coming now in the clofe of life 
in queftipn to difpofe of, he feels inclined to 

* 

leave — not to his friends at all, but to re-» 
lations ; people he never faw, poffibly never 
heard of, till the attorney called to make his 
will puts him on recoljed^ion of a fifter whq 
piarried to Ireland many y^ars ago, and who 
has by this time thrge or fo\ir fturdy boys 
that want providing for. Strangers will 
however better underftand the popular ufagQ 
pf thefe words by fuch an example ^s the 
following. We lire jill companions that 
are in themfelves agreeable j but qnoosB 
WITH Pi^EFERENCE thofc whofe ftudies ancj 
habits are congenial to pur own, "We ap- 
prove the men who employ much of theiy 
time upon aftronomical obfervations j but Arq 
mpft apt to BE PLEASfED WITH people whQ 

ConvejfQ 
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converfe about what touchea our interdl 

more nearly, and lies as we fay clofer to our 
own level* 



TO LINGER, TO PROTRACT, 



THESE elegant verbs, in the fenfe I 
mean to fpeak of them here, are certiainly not 
far from being fynonymob,. Proc«A8T.. 
NATION and DELAY fhall be fpoken about 
in their places; while the lingering poifon 
vnth which the Guinea Blacks touch their 
arrows, and produce in thofe who arc 
wounded by them long protracted and 
innumerable difeafes, we have now at length 
found out to be no other than the putrid 
matter emanating from dead bodies ; which 
matter laid on the weapon's head, like that 
of the fmall pox upon a furgeon's lancet, in- 
oculates with certain efficacy the haplefs per- 

fon 
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fon whofe fkin is razed by an arrow thus 
prepared, and who hopes in vain for cure 
from year to year, 

■and fliuns to know 

» 

That life froteacted is protkacted woe. 



•»mm 



LIVERY AND tlNIFORM. 



WE make the difference confift merely 
now o' days in obferving that fervants wear 
the firft of thefe, and gentlemen the other ; 
for although all liviries muft neceffarily 
be UNIFORM, yet is not every uniform a 
LIVERY : witnefs,the king of England, wha 
wears one almoft conftantly. 

Meantime 'tis certainly no diftionary 

' word, nor would Dr. Johnfon have endured 

with patience tp hear thi^ adjedive fubftan- 

tized, as I may fay — though 'tis faid Dion 

gives a hint of regular colours worn as 

I badges 



^ 



« 

^ 
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badges of diftindion, given to thofe txoopf 
^ho fought mock battles in the Grcus at 
Rome, 

Louis Quatorze firft brought them into 
fafhion for thefe modern days ; and it was a 
device of his own fuggefting too,when he 
new modelled his army, and appointed each 
regiment fome mode of drefs and colour by 
which they fhould be diftinguifhed and 
known. 

The cavalier of older times thought no 
fcom of wearing a lady's LtVERy, and of 
profeffing himfelf her true and lojzljcrvant; 
nor was the conqueft.of the Low Countri^ 

cffefted but by a vow made by the Duke 
d'Alva to a high-born dame^ that he would 
lay thofe provinces at her feet. I cannot 
tell whether *tis generally kngwn that ro- 
mance lived fo very late in the world as this^ 
although an Italian lady ftill calls the gentle- 
man who waits to receive her commands,her 
C2i\a\kr Jerve^itei and often requires from him 

an 



4 
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an attendance painful and exad enough to' 
weary one who did not confider fuch com* 
mands as an honour, although be no longer 
wears her uniform or livery. Till Henry 
Bolinghroke^s reign here in Etigkindy the 
great ncAles* colours were worn bj many 
dependent gentlemen, not vaflals, who 
thought the diftindion reputable, not dif- 
graceful — who efpoufed the quarrels of the 
houfe, and were deficient in every virtue ra* 
ther than fidelity. 

Shakefpeare^s Mercutio bears teftimony to 
this ufage in Verona, where no doubt he 
knew it ftill fubfifted, and nearly in full 
force ; — when the quarrelfomc Tybalt criea- 
out on feeing Romeo — a Montague, and his 
enemy of courfe — " Oh ! God be wi* you. 
Sir ; here comes mj^ man :" — ^to which the 
other replies with a quibble expreflive of 

x:ontempt — ^^ But Til be hanged, Sir, if he 
wear your livery.'* 

LOTH, 
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LOUD, NOISY, CLAMOROUS, TURBULENT^ 
STORMY, VEHEMENT, BLUSTERING. 



NATIVES of England know inftina- 
ively, but foreigners muft be informed, that 
thefe attributives have moft effect being ap- 
propriated fome to things and fome to per- 
fons : we cannot for example call the wea- 
ther CLAMOROUS, let tempefts rage never 
fb high J and though Shakefpeare fays— 
" Have done, have done, you're louder 
than the weather P' it is faid but to exprefs 
the outcry of the people — that word being 
apparently adapted to ftrife of tongues, while 
the reft do. moft properly belong to ele- 
mentary contentions, although fometimes 
brought forward to exprefs verbal dilputes 
and violence of argument by a figure com- 
mon enough. 
Let us try for an example likely to in- 
yoL. It C c elude 
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dude them all. A failor who cfcapcd the 
wreck of the — " ■ Indiaman, was faying 
how unhappy a cafe it wae for thofe fhips 
to be fo laden as they Sometimes arc with 
female paflengers ; for that nothing furely 
ever equalled the diftrefs of its unfonimate 
commander, who bringing home his daugh* 
ters and niece fof education^ almoft in fight 
of land a hard gale rofe, and roughened old 
Ocean in a tremendous manner; while, thun- 
derbolts falling frequently about theiti) and 
the winds, louder and more BLUSTERING 
than he had ever heard, ftruck terror into all 
on boaT(f ; nor could the ftouteft heart refift 
a tender impulfe, when three beautiful girls, 
who at night lay down upon their beds void 
of care and full of hope, ftarted from them at 
morning twilight, roufed by the dreadful call 
of CLAMOROUS tougucs trying to be heard 
among the fhock of waves breaking over the 
veflel with NOisy violence and turbulent 
excefs — and coming upon deck clung rOund 

the 
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tiief eaptaifii begging froiri His encumbered 
arni^ with fpeechlefs though vehement 
agonjj that protfedkidn which Heaven alone 
in fuch emergence (iaii beftowj — till the 
wedther^now more stokmy at fuii rifing 
ihdwcd them their native ihore — then, fplit- 
tirig the ftiip afuilder, precluded all' poflibi* 
lity of efcape for them j and took from the 
too-Wretched parent all dcfire of furviving 
fuch deftrudion. The failof who told the 
tale faw them lib rtiore* 



' -* ■ - - _ ■ ^^ ^y 



LOWLY, MODEST, MEEK, BASHFUL, 

HUMBLE. 



Adjectives defcrlptive all of qualities 
fo charming, that every one prizes them 
beyond every excellence attainable, whea* 
they are found in fome one elfe ; though 
none, but thofe who really run the great 

C c 2 race. 
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race, dcfirous to advance themfelvcs in 
chriftian perfedion, much appear to ftudy 
the practice of them in then: own perfons : 
while 'tis agreed that without thofe very 
•qualifications no man muft hope to fee his 
Saviour, who was the only true model of 
them all. — For that they are not ftridly fy- 
nonymous, may I think he, proved by bring- 
ing them all clofe together, without impu- 
tation of tacutology, in a tranflation of Def- 
marets' pretty epigram upon the Violet: 
when the French wits joined to make a gar- 
land for Mademoifelle de Ramboiiillet, 
choofmg each a flower, and making verfes 
upon it. — The coUeftion of poems when 
finiihed was known by the name of Guir- 
lande de Julie, and fome lines upon the 
Crown Imperial won the prize; — which 
was however well difputed by this neatly 
turned and elegant quatrain : 

Modefte en ma couleur, modeile en mon fejour, 

Franche de Pambitioni je mecouchefous Therbe; 

Mais 
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Mais fi fur votre front je peux briller un jour, 

m 

La plus humble des ifleurs fera la plus fuperbe. 

• p 

Which might be rendered as follows, with 
little other deviation froin the original than 
that which naturally follows iaferiority of 
genius : 

Though MODEST my colours, and lowly my lot. 
For notice too bashful, too meek, for ambition ; 

Should you deign me a place in this true-lover's knot^ 
The humblest of herbs would feel pride of condition. 

Defmarets* was an eafy, elegant writer, 
though fomewhat flighty : he made up a 
little book, fuch as we had once too few of, 
— and we have now too many— a fort of 
Recueil ; and he called it Delices de TEC- 
prit. Some wag. Menage I believe, put 
among the errata— Au lieu de Delices lifcz 
Delires. 






C C 3 LOYALTY, 
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LOYALTY, FIDELITY, FIRM ADHER^ICS TQ 

ONE'S PRINCE. 



^••■•^-"•Tr" 



QUALftlES fo lovely, fo attraaive^ 
that 'tis they perhaps which arc moft prized 
tcven among angelic virtues ; and to this 
opinion Milton, though fo violent on earth 
in the caufe of democracy, bears witnefs 
when he defcribes inhabitants of heaven, 
while 'mid the nuipberlefs paflages of the 
Par;;idife Loft, configi^ed and juftly to per- 
petual admiration, I know none oftener 
quoted, none more truly delightful, thar^ 
thofe which give us the charadier of faithful 
Abdial, and tell us how 

Amongft innumerable falfc, unmpyy, 

Unfliaken, unfeduccd, unterrify'd. 

His LOYALTT hc kept J his love, his zeal. 

Thefe fynonymes are going out of fafhioi^ 

in days when the popular prate teaches to 

- • • 

3 difmifsj 
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difmifs, or, in the new phrafe, to cafhier 
kings as icon as their virtues begin to re- 
proach, or^^their power to affright us. Let it 
be obferved however, that as with their 
louis d'ors the French drove out their motto, 
Cbrijius regnat^ vtncit^ imperat — a legend 
once revered — fo it appears too, that upon 
tOYALTY many excellencies feem to have 
depended — for with that virtue vaailhed 
iall the reft* Who would hacve dreamed in- 
deed fome fifteen years ago, that the dwell- . 
crs in Gaul, whofe great diftindion from 
other Europeans was a fidelity border- 
ing on fondnefs for their prince, could have 
looked tamely on, and ieen the blamelefs 
grandfon of their touis le Bien<ume . 
dragged like a lamb to (laughter, without, 
one pious hand held up to fave his life^ of 

whofe trifling predeceffor's health they had 

« 

fuch care, that when the raeflfenger arrived 
at Paris from Verfailles to tell of his reco-- 
very from a dangerous illnefs, the citizens 

C c 4 and 
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and populace flocked round about him^ 
kifling the horfe which brought fucb joyful 
news J while one of their fweeteft poets 
breaks out into a fort of filial rapture, fo 
charming in a fubjedi, 

Cher Prince ! aimable Roi ! car ihon cocur en cc jour 
Ne reconnoit que les titres d'eftime et d'amour. -.' ^ 

And now ! no adherence to the family, 
no refpedl for the fole remaining fcyon of a 
flock fo cheriftiedj no warm attach- 
ment left — no LOYALTY ! 

Oh judgment ! thou art fled to brutiih breafts. 
And men have loft their reafon* 

The firft of thefe words was formerly ufed 
to exprefs conflancy in love, fidelity to 
a man's miflrefs ; ' but that fenfe is fure 
enoughx grown obfolete in our country, 
where ladies no longer require painful fer- 
vices from their admirers — lovers I will 
not call them — and where if a man does 
profefs to love a woman, which Tie fcarcely 

ventures 
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ventures to do— he thinks of nothing le& 
than ferving her I believe, and fidelity 
implies fervice. Of love then and of loy- 
alty fpeak we no more : they are out-of- 
faftiion terms in England, and from its 
neighbour France they are completely ba- 
niflied. We will however venture to add, 
that formerly a wife's attachment to her 
hufband, her fidelity to the marital en- 
gagements, and fubmiffion to his authority^ 
with fteady ADHiiRtNCE to his linking for- 
tunes (if fuch was their lot in life\ and dili- 
gent endeavours to repair that fortune by 
dutiful attention to his intereft, were dig- 
nified by the name of loyalty j and fo 
the foreigners will 'find it in our beft 
authors, when fpeaking even the collo- 
quial language of the times ; while married 
women failing in thefe points are common- 
ly and conftantly called disloyal, and to 
be called fo was confidered as the moft bitter 
of all reproaches. The fair dames of the 

8 prefent 
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prefeut dgy ihow their difapprobatlon of 
this term in many fenfes, and with the 
word may perchance lofe fight of the quali* 
ties implied by it ; although we mufl confeis 
that LOYALTY is as the band which ties the 
ihcaf together ; and when that's cut — away 
the charities ! the tender ligatures that twift-. 
ing without perplexity form the foft bands 
of focial life — away all filial piety ! all con* 
iugal affe£tion, all idea of the man — 

Who, whether his hoary fire he fpies. 
And thoufand grateful thoughts arifc. 
Or fecks his fpoufe's fonder eye. 
Or views his fmiling progeny ; 
Ten thoufand paflions take their turns. 

Ten thoufand raptures move ; 
His heart now leaps, now melts, now burns. 

With reverence, hopp, and love. 

Pope* 

Inftead of thefe verfes now read the follow-!- 
ing, fcarce a caricature of French conduft 
newly arranged fo upon principle — while 

They 
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'^hey fay man ^nd wife {hall x\o longer be one j 
po you take a daughter^ and Fll take a fon : 
And fince all things are equal*, and all men are firec^ 
ff your wife dorft fuit you, fir, perhaps fhe'U fuit me. 

Popular Ba|llad. 



;.OZENGE, PARALLELOGRAM. 



AND thefe words would have had nQ 
place here, but that although both of them 
are alike iq. their proper fituations terms of 
art, bed appropriated to heraldry or to geo-? 
metry, the firft has by mere accident got 
into the con^moneft ufe by a fancy fome 
apothecary took at firft of making up little 
inefFedlual preparations for a cough in that 
particular form, with two acute angles and 
two obtufe ones ; {o that novy when a lady 
opens her box of bon-bons — all the leaft 
plcafmg are denomiaated lozenzes by 

^ourtefy, 
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courtefy, be their figures and ihapes what 
they will ; and fo foreigners will find them 
called, much to their fiirprife, when they 
are eating round or oblong bits of indurated 
fyrup, to pleafe people who appear to con- 
fider them as fpecifics for a diforder far be- 
yond their reach. Lozenge in heraldry 
is a direct rhomb, in which the arms of 

fingle women's anceftors here in Great Bri- 
tain are included, fome fay for one wife 
reafon, fome for another. That which, ob- 
ferving the ancient form of the rock or fpin- 
dle, gives it becaufe of the afiinity with the 
vjoxdi fpinjier in our language, feems neareft 
— but we fee widows as well as maids have 
the LOZENGE on their feals or coach, info- 
much that there is no need to fearch at all 
for a reafon deeper than this. Coat armour 
can belong to no female ancient or modern, 
unlefs the Amazons of old and Poiflardes of 
* modern days claim an exception. It was 
originally given as ornament to the fhields 

of 
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of crufading warriors, and obtained only 
by diftinguifhing themfelves in. battle. 'Tis 
therefore the arms are ftill (or ought to be) 
ever comprifed in a Jbield ; while women 
ufing no Jhields^ yet having pleafure to 
boaft the prowefs of their forefathers, take 
the device granted to them^ and wear it, not 
as a fon does in the Jhield^ but in fome 
unpretending form — a lozenge for exam- 
ple. 



LUCRATIVE, GAINFUL, PROFITABLE. 



THE application made in common chat 
of thefe adjeftives depends much upon 
chance ; yet fo far cuftom has formed a kind 
of rule that we fay a gainful trade, a 
PROFITABLE employment, and a lucra^ 
TIV£ life, I think; by which latter is meant 

V a life 
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a life fpenf in the abfolute and titiremittid 
purfuit of wealth ; fo that it is not therefore 
ftridlyj though apparently fynonymous witH 
the other two, which hkve as I recoUedl: nd 
fenfes feparate eaeh from other* A life 
wholly LUCRATIVE muft be filled with aiix^ 
iety, becaufe the inftability of riches is well- 
known: yet may it be profitable, for 
aught I know, to the foul's health in general ; 
as it certainly keeps off many vices of the 
fenfual kind, and not a few intellectual ones^ 
by the mere baniftiment of idlenefs by per- 
petual occupation, and mortifying the body 
with that very anxioufnefs we have beeri 
mentioning; and which cati fcarcely be 
avoided in the early years of atten4ing to a 
GAINFUL branch of bufinefs made fo by in-* 
defatigablenefs of application^ And now, as 
a contraft to fuch grave fubjedSj we will 
enter on a gayer fynonymy, ever recolleding 
however the words of an elegant modern 

writer. 
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writer, who fays moft truly, that the mirth 
of one half of mankind is a tafk upon the 
mufcles of the other. 



r.iir--;:jrr: 



LUDICROUS, COMICAL, LAUGHABLE, 
HUMOROUS, DROLL, 



mi * » 



IF critically applied to effays, dramas, &c. 
are nearly but not exadly fynonymous ; for 
a thing comical in its own nature, and 
feemingly well adapted to the ftage, will not 
always be laughable, and vice vtrfa^ 
There are humorous ftories told every 
day in company, that, as Shakefpeare fays, 
fet the table in a roar, which would excite 
no fympathy of mirth in an audience met 
on fet purpofe to be entertained : nor would 
any thing appear half fo ludicrous as the 
infenfibility of pit, box, and gallery to a tale 
which, told to any ten people there at fup- 

per. 
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per, would divert them. Laughing depends 
upon a thoufand minute circumftances ; and 
the man of humorous faculties is never half 
as fure of making thofe who furround him 
laugh, as the man of wit is fure to make 
them all admire. Wit is a brilliant quality, 
and of a pofitive nature ; it may be tranflat- 
ed in twenty languages, and lofe but little ; 
but foreigners can with difficulty learn to 
laugh with us, or we with them. 

Dodlor Beattie feems to have confounded 
thefe qualities ftrangely, and fele<3:s paffages 
as HUMOROUS, which I think purely and 
perfeSly witty ; and fele^ts from Hudibras 
too, of all books perhaps moft dazzling with 
fcintillant brightnefs. I fhould as foon be 
tempted to laugh over Young's poems as 
Butler's ; for though ridicule and fatire pro- 
voke admiration, and we all agree to ex- 
prefs that admiration by laughing, 'tis but a. 
company laugh at laft, called up to fhew 
that we underftand the joke, but is expref- 

five 
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tiVe of no mirth ; while in Goldfmith's five 
aft farces you are momentarily prefented . 
with fome droll miftake, fome burlefque 
image, or fome ludicrous fituatiori, which 
affifted by the adoi: forces out fudden and 
involuntary laughter from the moft fcrioufly 
difpofed. Whatever appears ftudied cannot- 

be HUMOROUS, though comical it may 
be made by fludy certainly ; as Swift and 
Congreve knew. They v^tte facetious wri*^ 
ters in the trueft fenfe of that claflical word ; . 
but I fee more HUMOUk in Johnny Gilpin, 
than in all Gulliver'd Travels, teplete as 
they are with wit, and fatire, and raillery^ 
and malice. Shakefpeare meantime poffefTes 
the Irue power over his countrymen's hearts, 
who never at the thoufandth reprefentatioa 
forbear to give their unequivocal teftimony 
to his various powers, while Lancelot Gobbo 
and his whimfical father infttud Baflahio 
on his way to mafter Jew's; or* when El- 
bow^s examination before the magiflrates is 
vol. I, D d likely 
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likely (» one c^ them obTerves) t(^ ombft 
z night in Ruffia, when nights are longefl*' 
there. The <Merence between wk ancti 
HUMOUH is beft exen>{^ified \ however ia 
the hiftorical f^ys; where we find Fjalftaff 
always witty, nor can diftrefs at laft tu any 
degree blunt his powers of calling up comic 
images^ and combining diem with facefious 
pleafantry : bnt mine Hoftefs difplays pi^re^^ 
nsQive and native humour, nor can ^ly 
thing exceed her drqll fimplieity in.thc 
account (he gives of the poor knigbf s deaths 
^ when he is gone, whofe fupport in every 

feene often took our attention awayfirom^ 
ber charadler — admirably, incomparably, as^ 
^tis drawn* Ben Jonfon has notj I ibme« 
. how think, received his due praife for H0« 
MOUR. Learning b aa enemy to merrimeiit^ 
we fancy; yet furely the laft fo»nc of dw 
Alchymift, which to every other perfeftios: 
that a COMIC drama can pof!ef^, adds the 
]i^UDiCR04[j^ appear^ce of the gaping neigh* 

:ix)U^ 
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hoiits^ apparently iall wdnderftruck at fight 

of what thcjr knew jperfedly wcU before^ 

« 

but had been j^erfua^ed to difbelieve ag^ainft 
the evidence of then: own fenfes^ chained 
down by the fuperibr genius of Jeremy 
Butler — is aA iailoxiifhing j^erformance — 
ingenidils and iubtle in the eontrivance and 
grouping— yet fo thily hattiral, pleafant) and 
hoiiefUy laughable, ti6 powers of face can 
ftand it : and Whet^ I fit aiobe and refresh 
my xrieniory with the efied that play had 
Upon the ftage in OarrickV time^ I can 
laugh from recdle^idn of its force, Oar« 
rick indeed knew all the aVenues to laugh* 
ter; and had fuch extraordinary capacity for 
playful images^ and light gaiety^ that the 

WOfds Lt^DICROUS^ DROLL, and COMICAL 

can never furely be pronounced or writtea 
without exciting tender remembrance of 
him, whofe pleafantry made our lives cheer« 
ful — pisrhaps even at the expcncQ ot hia 
own. 
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LUXURY, SENSUALITY, VOLUPTUOtJSN£S^ 

DEBAUCH. 



THESE words are oftea falfely ufedas 
fynonymous; for the fignification is moft 
comprehenfive in the firft word, moft brutal 
in the fecond, foft in the third, and rotten 
in the fourth. For luxury only implies ex* 
cefs in every thing from whence pleafure 
leaft alloyed by pain can be extraded ; and 
'twas in that fenfe Prior underftood it, whea, 
he made his Solomon exclaim, 

The pow'r of wealth I try'd, 

And all the various luxe of coftly pride. 

A man maybe faid to revel in intelledlual 
LUXURY, if he provides himfelf a magnifi- 
cent library of the very choiccft books, 
bound with elegance, and of the moft per- 
fe£t editions. A fpacious gallery fumifhed 
with pidures of immenfe value, and yet 

not 
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not one unpleafing fubjeft touclied, though 
the ; moft famous mafters have been culled 
from ; two great wild views from the hand, 
of Salvator Rofa being alone permittedito 
roughen the faftidious delicacy of a coUeftion 
whence martyrdoms and indecencies are 
excluded with equal care. A mufi?um of 
natural rarities, ingenioufly placed and dili- 
gently brought together from various cli- 
mates ; and a menagerie of wide extent for 
living animals, that he may ftudy natural 
hiftory without the danger ^nd fatigue of 
travelling. An ample park for maintenance 
of fuch cre^itures as being graminivorous 
will ijot offend each other j and proper food 
with uf^ful and commodious fabricks pro- 
vided in it, that fo they too may live ia 
what they reckon luxury, ^nd bq teinpted 
to continue the rac§, though in a country 
far diftant from their own, A Jake of at 
kaft eight Englifh miles i^ circumference 
fpr containing fifti, and inviting its mafter 

Pd3 . tQ 
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to conftrud little yaehts, &c, or ftudy th^ 
art of manfiging fhips, building fmall veflclSj^ 
gnd fo for&. But if he riots in real inteU 
Icftual LUl^uiiY, he will above all Aings b^ 
careful to fix a gran^ pbfervatory upon fipii 
an eminence ^s may comms^nd a wide ho<s 
rizon, filling the rpom ijrith proper tde- 
fbopes, apprpxiip^tors^ and all due implcn 
ments of &\i6j ; the chamber under ^t tQ 
contaii\ fpme books uppq fubjeds connected 
with pr immediately treating of thofe globes 
which itdom the upper ftory, that fo his 
knowledge of thp heavenly bodies may be 
facilitated, and he may be fpared the trouble 
of retiring to his library for cpnfulting siftro- 
nomical authors: while the clofets tbere 
contain chie||y ^he coftly coloured accounts 
of foreign and domeftic birds, ferpents, &c. 
with fcarce cngravipgs^ drs^wings both of 
ancient and modern mafters — with prints 
innumerable, and all of fome peculiar pro- 
perties to dcferve a place in a collediion fo 
7 eninent : 
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^unlnent : leaving the p^etarium, lax^e or* 
eery and quadrants in die obfervatory, to W 
confulted occafionally. 

The muflc room <^r banque^&g lioixie 
meantime k nearer home; aiW ^very inftru* 
tnent is there provided for every perfbrmef^ 
ihould hi« own be forgotten or injured: 
with large quantities of manufcript ibngs^ 
«pid degant quartettos in fcore, that difap^ 
pointmera may never iii^trude, and pufh 
pleafure 4y&t dJbU doors who knows fo well 
^o caH and to detain her. For although wc 
liave not yet fpoken of his coins amidft this 
cond>ination of literary eafe and icientific 
elegance; yet muft they^ united with cameos^ 
jnedals and intaglios, be fuch as attrad envy 
and admiration from thofe who beft undei:* 
ftand the mature of fuch things :-^while the 
^ower-garden, phyfic-garden, hot4ioufes, 
green-houfe and confervatory fhall be «on^ 
ftruded on the completed plan ; that fui^ 
^cope may be afforded to our LVi^tJaiotTS 

D d 4 fcholar t 
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fcholar's commendable refearches into th^ 
new difcovered receffes of botany, the loves 
and maladies of plants, &c. and among thef^ 
intelle<3:ual luxuries we will allow him 
that of refufii% his neighbours admittance 
for the folace of his pride^ or of admitting 
them for gratification of his vanity^ juft as 
the humour fuits. And furely a man may 
cffedt all this by the mere force of a fortune 
not in thefe days accounted enormous, 
without the fmalleft deviation towards vor 
J-UPTUOUSNES3, every tendency to which 
he ftudioufly avoids ; while inftead of fay- 
ing with Sir Epicure Mammon, " JPown 
^eds are too hardj mine Jhqll be blown up^ 
our man of luxury fleeps on a flock mat- 
trefs, and without fire too, till the fliarp frofts 
fet in, when one large kennel coal keeps his 
chamber from excefs of cold, and leaves no 
fcent behind : — for we muft remember that 
he is a profefled valetudinarian, and guards 
his precious health with moft attentive ab*- 

ftinenc^ 
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ftinence from every kind of game, high 
difli^s, fauces, &c. living chiefly if not whol^ 
ly upon chicken fatted at the bam door only^ 
never put up, and muttgn from the moun- 
tains of Wales or ifland of Pordand in its 
feafon ; drinking no liquor except Spa or 
§eltzer water, coftly as wines, and imported 
by himfelf and agents with unremitted care, 
Thefe he indulges in j and as it has been 
long his fixed intention to remain always in 
a ftate of celibacy, he keeps a regular and 
jhandfome table for friends that come and 
ftay a week with him by turns — but n^ver 
longer at a time, left attachment on his part; 
might breed familiarity on theirs,and contra- 
diction, which evpr ofifends him, might enfue. 
To avoid therefore all fuch intimacy, as could 
only produce tales of forrow in the foft com* 
panions, and in the rough perhaps ipme-r 
what of independance in their air and man- 
per fo difpleafmg to his nerves, and fo likely 
f 9 diftufb his trancjuillity, nevar more thaq 

eight;. 
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ing four thoufand pounds a year more an-r 
nually in his own hands for occafional pur- 
chafes, &c. that fo living always within hi? 
income, he never may be m^de uneafy about; 
jiny^thingj for which reafon hp will not 
bear of poverty or mifery, qpr will ever ex- 
prcife either his mind or body to fatigue 
£or any purpofe. Taking care of his books, 
pictures, &c. is his rational and tranquil 
amufement ; and as thefe were originally 
bought with the forty thoyf^md pounds 
whi^h pame tcx him ten years ago^ when his 
father's death put him in pofleflion of that 
fum in the flocks, and a clear not nominal 
eftate of twelve thoufand pounds per annum 
in land, within fifty miles of the metropolis — 
he has no care ia this wprld except to en- 
joy it fufficientiy, and keep from him every 
thing noifome and ofFenflve ; among Ayhich 
no creature can be more unwelcpipe than 
pne who loves debauch — and never will 
pur man of 'true luxury, endure again in 
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kii fight that officious friend, who, from-ig-i 
norance and mifapprehenfion of his patron'^* 
charafter, brought with him once a fellow 
fkilled in roaring out otfcene Catches and 
other as beaftly modes of entertainment, 
thinking (how vainly ! ) to divert the mafter 

< f • 

of the houfe — who, after the fecotid half^ 
hour, exerted himfelf beyond his ufual^ 
ftrcngth to turn them both out of it— and 
told his phyfician next day, the illnefs he 
had incurred by the fatigue, was at leafl more ' 
fupportable than fuch people^s prefencc for 
an afternoon. . 

I am fenfible that in this example I have 
extended myfelf beyond the ufual limits; 
but I wifhed to fhew my notions on this.^ 
fubjed, and to prove by this trifle how dif- 
tant fuch words are from fynonymy : whilfl 
SENSUALITY may refide and triumph in 
Otaheite, and a Turkifh EfFendi may riot in* 
DEBAUCH — while true luxury miift now * 
be fought for in Great Britain, leaving 

fofter 
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ibftcr V0LUPTU0UBK£8S to relgu at Vdi 

Her daughter and her darling witholit end, 

Agdn, if we look over Siietohiiis, W6 
ihall find, that when Nero conftruded the 
deling of his Golden Houfe, fo as to fhew 
by mechanifm the mbVements of the hea-» 
-venly bodies, he was luxurious j; whilft 
JEieliogabalus was ar mere voLUPxtfARY^ 
Vitellius a ssNStf AtiST» and Tiberius an 
old DEBAUCHES* Let no one here think 
it either new or ingenious to inform me that 
pleafure may be bell fought and fi^eft found 
in virtue; and that charming Dr# Gold* 
finith has an elegant line of 

Ik^am the ttftu&t of doiiig gcK>d» 

Alt thit is {0 1 but to make aii exttad of 
pleafijre from virtue pifefuppofes long habitt 
j^ the work| and early knowledge of that 

moft 



BRITISH SYNONYMY: 41^ 

moft admirable alchymy. 'Tis certainly dc- 
fixable that we fhould find them confiftent 
with and conformable to each other ; but ia 
ib doing we muft be wifer than Solomon and 
ftronger than Hercules, for they could never 
get them to agrc^; — and St. Paul acknow* 
ledges a war within between the flefh and 
fpirit. /take the popular idea of luxury 
to be the true one, and have been careful to 
banifh virtue as completely as I banifhed 
vice from the man — who, whatever he may 
feek or ihun, does it wholly and folely on 
the narrow principle of mean felf-pref«- 
rence j a quality repugnant to every cobur 
and deftruflive of every (hade ctf what wc 
call Chriftian virtue. 



urii^Of 
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LYING, DECEIVING, FEIGNING, DISSEMBLING^ 
IMPOSING ON, CHEATING BY FALSE TALESf 
OR APPEARANCES INTO BELIEF, HYPOCRI- 
TICAL DEALING, PIOUS FRAUDS, 



1? O R we are here talking of fiich frauds 
as are meant only to take in the underftand- 

ing, and are not aimed at the purfe : he who 
obtains money under a fliow of J)retence8 
in themfelves untrue, may be called a trick- 

fter, or fwindler, but is not better than a dl- 

• • , 

rect thief. We are now fpeaking merely of 
LIARS that IMPOSE on your mind, and 
betray your credulity with falfehoodt — yet 
even there, and in that limited fenfe, the 
words are not rigid fynonymes. The peo- 
ple who come to you with a feigned 
ftory of your friend's death or marriage, for 
a joke, as 'tis called, are among this kti 
and tell you after all is over, that 'twas no- 
thing but a white lie» 

But 
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But thofe who aim at ridicule 
Should fix upon fome certain rule^ 
Which fairly hints they are in jeft^ 
Elfe I mud enter my proteft } 
For though a man be ne'er fo wife^ 
He may be caught by fober lyes. 

Befides all this, there is ufually a train of 
TRICKS in almoft every profeflion, meant 
to give confequence to thofe who are ini- 
tiated, by deceiving others into a notion 
of their fuperiority; and although people 
have been moft feduloufly bent on watch- 
ing and detecting fuch hypocritical 
DEALING in the clergy, yet many of their 
Jhearers have the fame artifices ready ; mafked 
batteries to play on thofe they mean to con- 
quer: and as in former times the young fel- 
lows who wanted to repair their broken for- 
tunes by marriage, pretended to be pious or 
prudent, for the fake of deceiving parents 
who had daughters to difpofe of jr-fo they 
now FEIGN more vice and iudifcretion than 

▼OL* I. E c they 
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I 

they really have, m order to win the girls 
who are at their own difjpofal— ^whilft falfc 
cafes in medicine obtrude thcmfelves, I am 
told, even among treatifes compofed and 
written by the learned; cheating us in 
that manner by well-invented tales into be- 
lief of fads brought forward for the fup- 
port of foiiie new remedy, or'peculialr niofle 
of treiatment in fome particular complaint. 
Yet although the prefcriptibn or Iriethdd 
thus infinuated intOy .or rather '^hdlf-forcied 
uporty our attention fhould be the Very bdl 
poflible, it v\rould be DiSSfikBLiNG tij 
fentiments grorsly, were I not to coiideiiin 
the means; becaufe truth is at laft to be 
preferred to every thing. And St. Auguftinc 
profefles iiich enmity to what after his lieath 
the world was long contented to call Pidus 
FRAUDS, that he gives it exprefsly as his 
moft folemn opinion, that if the whole fa- 
lirick of our holy Chriftian religion could 
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h^i fiapport^vOft hjs part only by- a lye, ^c, 
MfpuM kt it fall^ 

In this day however, when Jucb tempta* - 
tions to fal&£HOo;d diiappear, others more 
likely to feduce ai?e fooiji fuggefted hy tha. 
graAd deceiver: whp folicits the rich^ 
merchaat to increafe . his (lores by fpecula* 
tions concealed. from his friends, his family,^ 
nay h^s clerks } Riding the true ftate of his 
^jB^irs fo fkilfuHy from tbem^ that he learag^ 
at length to impose upon himfplfy^ and 

af^r going forward for ygars, upon the fup- 

• •• . • 

pofed ftrength of. nominal and ideal riches^ 
il^ots himlelf at lad for fear- of a bank« 

\ •■■■*- .... .. .< 

^ptcy — perhaps equally imaginary j and, t9^ 

■ ' * . . . .^ 

the comfort pfhoneft. gains which he migljt 
have long enjoyed ,ii]i open day-light, pre- 
i^rs the fecrct pleafure ofcHBAWNO maiji^ 
kind by a feries of false appearances j 

• • * 

' in this extraordinary manner having con- 
trived the method of living and dying in a 
LYE. Nor is our fex exempted from tempt- 

£ e 2 ations 
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ations to deceit ; nor is the lady who hailgt 
out falfe colours to cheat beholders into 
love, for the fole gratification of her vanity 
or avarice, her appetite or ambition, much 

more to be blamed than is the notable coun- 
try houfewife, who leagues with the ftew- 
ard to procure abatements of rent, and im- 
provenients of her own jointure land, while 
the hufband, drunk after a fox chace, or 
gouty after a drinking match, remits his 
attention to bufinefs. 

Neither will we confine ourfelvcs to coun*- 
try pradicc: numberlefs are the London 
Shopkeepers in the retail way, who know 
Acy muft wink at their wives* falfe accounts 
of money taken by th£ till in abfence of a 
m^er eafily led to be difputing about the 
Bbcrties of his country, whilft they make 
favings as they call it unknown to him^ for 
the pu pofe of buying a finer filk coat than 
their neighbours can afford, for a favourite 
daughter, when her dancing-mailer's ball 

draws 
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draws out the petty emulation of a mean^ 
but numerous duller of parents^ aunts and 
guardians ; — or worfe fometimes, when the 
good women CHEAT their hufbands to feed 
the vices of a rakifh fon, and bribe the ap- 
prentice boy to let him in flylyat unper- 
mitted hours, without his father's know- 
ledge or confent. Nor let the Tupercilious 
fafhionift turn from a tale fo vulgar — our 
focial life depends upon thefe people, wboxh 
in his own phrafe nobody knows : nor has 

he better claims to the praife of fincerity 
and fair-dealing than thefe mentioned; a 
hundred mean fliifts and paltry tricks do he 
and his companions pradife, to keep their 
litde feathers afloat upon the flream of fa- 
ihion, which breaking into many currents 
leaves them at one moment wrecked upon 
a laft year's flioe buckle — at anothpr en- 
tangled in an antiquated fword knot, loft 
among a cloud of coarfely-fcented hair« 
powder, or forgotten among the folds of a 

modera 
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n^odem neckcloth* To thefe- 0£C£iV£R4* 
we might add. another fet, who .influenced 
by vanUy, and d^fire of detaining a cpm« 
pany's attention^ tell false TALjes even o£ 
thcmfelvesr^TAi-Es to their own difadvan- 
tage too, whesk ftock of coixveriation runs 
low, and fa^s are wanted by faftidious heaf* 
eiB, who hate the trouble of fentiment or 
dKquifition. Such dabblers in domeftic 
knowledge, fuch retailers of anecdote fhould 
be cautious at" leaft not to- appiK)priate nar- 
ratives, whicbj by being^ once written oir 
often repeated, are become common ftock;;. 
while the recorded q[4nIon of Dr. John£:m, 
that if a ftory told ift. company- is undruci 
'tis fo much taken from Ac ftory 's value,, 
fhould deter them frem entexing into a veini 
of recital, for which few men have a ^ex^! 
happy talent after all« And if the author of 
the Rambler ftiffers not fuch talkers to pafa 
by uncenfured, how heavy are his denunr? 
ciations agaiftft thofe, who vifiting a wife 
4 man 
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man to obtain his advice appear before him 
in a FEIGNED charaderj — fuch cunning 
perfons but expofe themfelves to that refent- 
ment natural to him who finds himfelf 
tricked by an underftanding inferior to his 
own, when perhaps the diftruft he can never 
in future wholly lay afide may flop the 
voice of counfel or enquiry for ever j and 
keep, as Milton exprefles it, 

Wifdom at one entrance quite fliut out. 

But human precepts againft deceit are 
idle, whilft the devil is faid by our blefled 
Saviour to be the father of it ; and whilft 
we recoiled that the angel commiffioned te 
inftrud St. John fliewcd him among dogs 
and forcerers, murderers and idolaters, who- 
foever loveth and maketh a lye. * 

* Rev. c, xxii. V. 15. 
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